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Commendation

Haksoo Lee, born June 25, 1946, in Miryan in the Gyeonsangnam-do Province,
Korea, studied Commerce at Korea University, graduating in 1969. He obtained a master's
degree from Korea University's Business School in 1971, then started his career at Cheil
Industries, a Samsung Group affiliate.

During his 40-year tenure at Samsung Group, Lee significantly contributed to its
global leadership. He held pivotal roles, including President and CEO of the Samsung
Group Chairman's Office of the Executive Staff, Vice Chairman and CEO of Samsung
Electronics Co., Ltd., and Head of the Samsung Electronics Chairman's Office. In 2002,
he received the Order of Industrial Service Merit Award from the Republic of Korea
government for his outstanding contributions.

From 2016 to 2019, Lee served as the 32nd President and Corporate Director of
the Alumni Association. He devoted himself to the growth of both the Korea University
Alumni Association and the university. In 2019, he was granted an honorary doctorate
from Korea University in acknowledgment of his contributions.

Lee not only made significant economic contributions but also played a pivotal
role in advancing education and research in Korea through his involvement with Korea
University. As President of the Alumni Association, he introduced innovative reforms that
revitalized and bolstered alumni support. In addition to his achievements in transforming
the Association and enhancing its recognition, he consistently backed Korea University's
endeavors in cultivating skilled professionals in technology and business management,
serving as an exemplary figure for alumni.

Lee actively fostered a conducive learning environment by offering scholarships
to financially disadvantaged students. Additionally, he played a crucial part in founding
the KUBS Startup Institute, which aids alumni in their entrepreneurial ventures. His
ongoing generous contributions to the Institute have been instrumental in its success. At
present, many accomplished entrepreneurs and alumni from the Institute generously
support new businesses initiated by its members, creating a productive cycle that
continuously invigorates the Business School. These actions exemplify Lee's insightful
leadership as an both executive and mentor.

Waseda University and the Samsung Group share a longstanding and close
relationship. Kun-Hee Lee, an alumnus of Waseda University and the visionary behind
Samsung's rise, also greatly aided in Waseda's progress. In tribute to his contributions, a
library was established in Building 3 on the Waseda Campus in his name. In 2010, Lee
also received an honorary doctorate from Waseda University for his outstanding

accomplishments. Despite his executive role at Samsung, Lee continued to nurture the



partnership between Samsung and Waseda University, while achieving these many
milestones.

The inaugural soccer match in 1962 initiated a longstanding collaboration
between the two universities, and an official academic exchange pact was formalized in
1973, leading to a diverse array of academic, athletic, and cultural events. Alongside
student and faculty exchanges, alumni associations have broadened their scope to
encompass reciprocal visits on the universities' founding days, as well as sports and
alumni exchanges.

During Lee's term as Alumni Association President in 2017, the Millennium
Forum, which brings together four prominent private universities in Japan and Korea,
convened at Korea University. The regular visits of university and alumni association
leaders have not only bolstered the bonds between the two institutions but have also
fostered greater camaraderie between Japan and Korea. Lee's leadership throughout his
presidency significantly bolstered the robust and friendly partnership between Korea
University and Waseda University Alumni Associations, leaving a lasting mark on their
collaborative endeavors.

Recognizing Korea University as a vital partner in our aspiration to be a globally
impactful institution, we have conferred honorary doctorates upon successive presidents
of the Korea University Alumni Association. This acknowledgment stems from the
dynamic academic exchanges and extensive collaborative efforts between our universities
and alumni associations, all of which align with our vision of Waseda's global prominence.

Lee's exceptional leadership and profound grasp of academia have led to
substantial contributions in advancing the Republic of Korea's national economy,
education, and research domains. His endeavors at Korea University and as President of
the Korea University Alumni Association have not only improved the ties between the
two institutions but have also extended the scope of academic exchanges, which in turn
has significantly enhanced the internationalization of Waseda University.

Presenting Haksoo Lee, former president of the Korea University Alumni
Association, with an Honorary Doctor of Laws is a fitting and timely acknowledgment

for his service and immeasurable contributions.

Vivat universitas scientiarum! Laudate quem universitas honorabit!
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