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Commendation

Justice Sun-Hoe Choo was born on February 21, 1946, in South Gyeongsang Province, Haman County, Republic of
Korea, and graduated from the Korea University School of Law in 1969. He passed the bar exam the same year and
made significant social contributions during his 36-year career as a detective and constitutional judge, notably as
assigned justice during the presidential impeachment trials in 2004. Justice Choo’s dedication to help society’s most
vulnerable, as well as his commitment to uphold the principles of law without succumbing to the weight of his
responsibilities, earned him recognition as a compassionate public official with a calm demeanor and warm heart. His
contributions left a lasting impact on the development of the field of law in the Republic of Korea, and he has been
awarded the Red Stripes Order of Service Merit Award, Yellow Stripes Order of Service Merit Award, and the Blue
Stripes Order of Merit Award by the government of the Republic of Korea in recognition of his distinguished services.

From 2013 to 2016, Justice Choo served as the 31% chairman of the Korea University Alumni Association as well as
the corporate director of Korea University, where he launched various initiatives to transform the university and the
alumni association. Notably, he elevated Korea University’s place as a global research university by establishing Alumni
Association Academic Awards, an awards system which funded an additional 30 million won each year to the fields of
humanities and social sciences, natural sciences and engineering, and medicine and health. The initiative not only
revitalized the university’s research activity, but also produced research of outstanding quality and contributed
immensely to the development of the academic field.

Committed to preparing young people for the future, Justice Choo expanded a scholarship fund previously established
in his name and set up a new alumni association scholarship, funding over 2 billion won each year. The scholarship aims
to nurture the next generation by providing ambitious students an improved learning environment to better prepare them
for the workforce.

There are countless examples illustrating Justice Choo’s ability to implement change, which are too many to note here.
Through the alumni association, Justice Choo established a service association to help lower-income communities. He
also established Alumni Academy, which offers free continuing education programs to alumni nearing retirement. Such
initiatives, bold and innovative, set them apart from conventional activities of the alumni association and have been
highly acclaimed for their significant contributions to society, achieved as a result of Justice Choo’s leadership.

The history of partnership between Korea University and Waseda University can be traced back to 1962, when the two
institutions began cohosting the annual intercollegiate soccer match. An official academic exchange agreement was
signed in 1973, and the two institutions have since fostered exchanges in academics, athletics, and cultural affairs. In
2002, the Korea University Alumni Association and the Waseda University Alumni Association signed an official
exchange agreement, which expanded exchange activities beyond those of students and faculty through annual
reciprocal visits on the respective founding days of the universities, as well as athletic and staff exchanges. Justice
Choo’s leadership has thus had substantial influence on further strengthening the long-standing partnership and
friendship between the alumni associations of Waseda University and Korea University, and on the growth of Waseda
University Alumni Association. Justice Choo’s achievements are of special significance as they have not only
contributed to the friendship between the two alumni associations through frequent mutual visits, but also to the

friendship between the Republic of Korea and Japan.



In conclusion, Justice Choo has made significant contributions to the development of the field of law in the Republic
of Korea, and to the fields of research and education by launching transformative initiatives at Korea University, which
was achieved through his exceptional leadership backed by his solid professional experience, warm personality, and
deep understanding of the academic field. Furthermore, he has contributed greatly to the development of academic
exchange by strengthening the friendship between the two institutions as chairman of the Korea University Alumni

Association.
Waseda University hereby confers the degree of Honorary Doctor of Laws upon Justice Sun-Hoe Choo

Vivat universitas scientiarum! Laudate quem universitas honorabit!
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