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Commendation

Dr. Jin-Taek Chung was born on October 3, 1960, in Daegu, Republic of Korea. After obtaining a bachelor’s
degree in 1983 and a master's degree in 1985 from the School of Mechanical Engineering at Korea University, he
obtained a doctorate in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Minnesota in 1992. After his appointment as
professor in the School of Mechanical Engineering at Korea University in 1993, Dr. Chung successively held
various appointments including head of the Mechanical Engineering Education Office (2004-2006), vice president
of the Technology Institute (2004-2006), president of the Center for Teaching or Learning -- CTL (2008-2009), vice
president for Development and External Affairs (2009-2011), head of Mechanical Engineering (2011-2013), dean
of the Korea TechnoComplex (2016-2018), and dean of the Graduate School of Management of Technology
(2017-2018).

Dr. Chung has been the 20™ president of Korea University since 2019, and currently serves as the associate
director of the National Academy of Engineering of Korea (2021-), senior vice president of the Korean Association
of Private University Presidents (2022 — ), president of Korea University Sports Association ( 2020- ), president of
the City of Seoul Campus Town Policy Planning Association ( 2020-), vice president of the Korean Council for
University Education (2020 - ), and chairman of the 5 Planning Department of Scientific Technology Planning--
Science and Technology Information Division (2021-).

In addition to fulfilling responsibilities in numerous vital internal and external roles, Dr. Chung also produced
exceptional research results. In 2012, he earned the Merit-based Prize for the Enhancement of
Industry-University-Institute Collaboration from the Ministry of Knowledge Economy, the Best Paper Prize from
the Korean Society of Mechanical Engineers, and the Prize for Esteemed Scholarship from the Korean Society for
Fluid Machinery in 2013. Dr. Chung also serves on the board of several academic organizations, such as the Korean
Society for Fluid Machinery and the Korea Institute of Mechanical Engineers (Thermal Engineering division) as
President and Vice President. He is also executive director of the Korean Society of Combustion, and executive
director and editor of the English journal for the Korean Society of Automotive Engineers. Furthermore, Dr. Chung
was awarded the Distinguished Leadership Award for Internationals by the University of Minnesota in 2021. These
outstanding achievements have not only contributed to the field of engineering, but also impacted the development
of Korea University and the Republic of Korea.

The history of partnership between Korea University and Waseda University can be traced back to 1962, when
the two institutions began cohosting the annual intercollegiate soccer match. An official academic exchange
agreement was signed in 1973, fostering exchange and collaboration in academics, athletics, and cultural affairs.
The partnership continued to develop and strengthen after Dr. Chung assumed the presidency of Korea University.
Notably, the Millennium Forum, a valuable platform which brings together leading private universities in the
Republic of Korea and Japan, including Korea University, Yonsei University, Keio University, and Waseda
University, was established in large part due to the tremendous support of Dr. Chung and his significant influence
across the academic field. Dr. Chung’s contributions have truly served as bridges of friendship between Korea

University and Waseda University, and by extension, between the Republic of Korea and Japan.



As a university that strives to become a global university that contributes to the world as a “Waseda that shines on
the global stage,” Korea University is one of Waseda University’s most important partners, and a university with
which Waseda University looks forward to further promote exchange activities. This is indeed a timely occasion to
present upon Dr. Jin-Taek Chung, President of Korea University, whose influence will solidify the partnership

between the two institutions, as well as contribute greatly to Waseda University’s goals of internationalization, the

Honorary Doctorate of Science.

Vivat universitas scientiarum! Laudate quem universitas honorabit!
October 23, 2022
Waseda University



