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From my perspective as a researcher, Waseda is
one of the finest addresses for education and research in
Japan. Waseda University offers its students excellent
opportunities for a global education through its wide
international network. There is good reason for why we
have made Waseda to one of our strategic partners and
have been collaborating for almost sixty years.

Especially in the life sciences, we have established
strong ties during the past decade. As Rector and
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honorary doctorate recipient, | am always impressed by
the innovative technologies, the commitment to traditions
and the deep connection of many alumni to their alma
mater.

Both the university leadership and staff at Waseda
University have been extremely dedicated in creating a
conducive environment for learning and research, and
therefore | have no doubt that Waseda will be successful
in accomplishing its ambitious mission for 2032.
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Waseda University is Korea University’s oldest, longest
and most cherished university partner. Our founder, the
Honorable Inchon Kim Sung-Soo, himself attended Waseda
University, resulting in both a historical and ever-developing
academic legacy between our two universities. This was
further enhanced in 1973 as our universities jointly signed
Korea University’s very first international MOU for academic
partnership and exchange.

In addition to our strong connections historically, we
have also worked together over the years to support and
assist each other in our respective university’s development
strategies. For example, we are both active members in the
same associations and networks such as the Millennium
Forum, Universitas 21 and APRU. More recently, through the
support of Waseda University, Korea University also joined

the Venice International University Consortium. Furthermore
we have worked together over the years to integrate our
academic offerings by implementing successful dual degrees,
joint research activities and other programs.

Because of this longstanding relationship, | am very
confident that Waseda University will achieve the ambitious
goals outlined in “Vision 150” of continuing to inspire
students to attain a comprehensive and global perspective,
advance important and original research, while encouraging
Waseda alumni to contribute to society in all walks of life.

As Waseda University’s past contributions to Japan,
Asia and the world are a strong indication of its future
success, | am confident the academic world will continue to
look to Waseda University to provide an exemplary
developmental model for other universities to follow.
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