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Z AR, BEDP SR FEORYE (T 4 I am Troy Uchimiya, an AFS exchange student from Thousand
F4) LHLET, Oaks, California, USA. Since April 4th of this year, my first
1 55 S s e impressions of Japan have far exceeded my expectations.
- BUE. IS ;;mm FNEMET 2 F\ AT R Before arriving, I was too fixated on the doubt that I would
FHES O 8H LT BEil-> T E T, be completely solo once I stepped foot here. However, after
AL 6 DED B HALZ ?Tégi’%‘f‘f gFEL meeting my local AFS volunteers, other exchange students,
770 BREOEBTZOELZFEHNT LI LTI, JHH and the people of Waseda Honjo Senior High, I realized that
P5% L DEEBRHH O L H Y T L7255 *MC L s so many people were willing to help me navigate this new and
TIREAEOKE HERICA D LA L. S0 112 unfamiliar world.
M, PFRTS TSI LHELBE SETRLLS T Time and time again, I have been asked the question, “Why did you choose to study abroad?”
L7z My answer changes every time. Sometimes, I thought it was because I was exhausted from all
2HEE DRI ITERB R AR BELICSML., ARET the things I' ve dedicated myself to and that taking time to step away would help me gain a new
V7 T BT & v, ARG TG S Lw%&ﬁi%%ﬁg LE L7 SAEEATIREBIIOWT perspective on life. Or maybe, it was that I didn’ t feel connected enough to my Japanese roots, so

AT HTLEYT—=2a b, MO TARALDEITHEETLEV)ZETRR)BRLEL
D BPFTY YA RAGEDLEVBZ D ENTELERVET,

AL S TH DL, BOOHIKRICG -7 BIIRELZ T LI LN TE, FRABELIRESEHE
BELZE L. S TONEORTFH, [MiR] (IS8 L2REIC R o7z 8 BwE 3,

F/:, FRTOFENICE LE LT, RETHNO/NARZ I, G TREOHEL
BED V223 T L7z, BEICVWAREIR, 2o0X) 2wz 7a 7 7 41
AERpodzizd, ETHERELRFCICRD F L.

HOBBETEIELONLWNFEORYED ), B#I %KL 25MHERATH, o iElm, 2
LTRAEBRCIRICEBEN @B S D IFRWHEDO =2 =20 RDLIIEL A AR, e b0
ANEZRLZ DL o TWET, TORBREIIZ, HRORFEANOMEAEZ HIFL T, 2 b bk
TWwE7ZWwEBRwET,

RIS, IR TS 5 72 EBEOHRIC, DXV IEHT L LFE T,

IOWTHINT 5
BT A EMITE

studying abroad would give me a chance to regain a part of my identity. My point is, despite not
being fully confident as to why I am here, I do know that I've decided to live my life, and going to
Japan is one life-changing challenge I want to experience.

T want to mention how grateful T am to everyone I have met during my time here—especially my
classmates, roommates, and all of the Waseda Honjo staff. You all have gone above and beyond
to give me the time of my life while I'm here. Throughout the past month, I have grown to look
forward to every class and club activity I’ m in even if I don’ t understand what s going on. It’
s all thanks to my classmates and teachers that I can enjoy experiencing it all.

Thank you, everyone, for being there for me. In my time of need, you all have helped me, and I
cannot express how happy I am to be walking alongside you all. Even after I depart at the end of
August, Waseda Honjo and the friends I've made along the way will always be family to me.

Sincerely,
Troy
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