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Gayandi Kalanima
Wickramasinghe s
_ (&5 zh)
Greetings to all,
I am Gayandi Kalanima Wickramasinghe, an exchange student
from Sri Lanka, and I arrived in Japan on November 19, 2023.
Since my first step into Japan, I've felt as though I've entered
a new world brimming with diverse cultures. It has long been
my aspiration to immerse myself in various cultural experiences.
Despite my brief stay of four months in Japan, the depth of my
learning has been profound.

Rather than emphasizing the disparities between our cultures, I prefer to highlight their uniqueness,
which is what makes them truly captivating. The lifestyle in Japan introduced me to a whole new
spectrum of experiences - from school life to festivals, customs, and traditions - everything differed
significantly from my past 17 years. Now at the age of 18, I recognize that amidst the diversity, there
are fundamental similarities that remind us of our shared humanity. Ultimately, we all seek happiness
and a peaceful existence. This realization stands as one of the most profound discoveries of my journey.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Asia Kakehashi project for offering me this incredible
opportunity. My appreciation also goes to my host school, Waseda University Honjo Senior High School,
and its Principal, Mr. Handa, for facilitating an enriching school life experience and for acquainting me
with the beauty of Japan.

I am indebted to my friends and teachers who provided unwavering support when I needed it most.
Special thanks are also due to my Host Family, the AFS Staff, and the Gunma chapter for their
invaluable guidance throughout this remarkable journey.

Though farewells are never easy, as the wise saying goes, “th&x\ 2% HE Bborh b H5 . While
encounters may lead to farewells, what truly matters is departing without regrets. I hold onto the hope
of meeting you all again someday. Thank you, and I wish each one of you the very best in your future
endeavors.

AREEA DHVDE)TSVET,
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