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1. Tong WANG : 11 : 00~11 : 45

“A Welfare Comparison of School Choice Mechanisms”

7 Inrecent years, China has
experienced a trend of changing
from the Boston mechanism (BM) to
the Chinese parallel mechanism for
high school and college admissions.
Using a unique data set from the
high-school-assignment system in

China that combines survey data

eliciting students' school preferences with administrative data that cover students' school

choices and assignment results under both mechanisms, this paper compares the welfare

performance of BM, the Chinese parallel mechanism, and the Deferred Acceptance (DA)

mechanism. We find DA yields higher average welfare than the Chinese parallel mechanism,

which is higher than the average utility under BM. We also find a more manipulable

mechanism hurts students from low socioeconomic districts. Less manipulable mechanisms

are more likely to assign students with higher score percentiles to schools with higher

education quality, especially for students from higher socioeconomic districts. However,

lower-scored students from higher socioeconomic districts decreased their human capital

production after the mechanism was changed to the Chinese parallel mechanism.

2. fex R¥E (YuSasaki) : 11:50~12: 30

“Ethnicity, Language, Measurement”

I will discuss the centrality of ethnicity and one of its main attributes --




language -- to politics.

I will discuss the challenges of measuring ethnicity and culture by using
language standardization in Kurope from 1400 to 2000 as an example. My
research offers implications for systematically examining culture in social

sciences.



