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Division between State, Corporation and Citizen in Climate Litigation

ISHIMAKI, Miho - ARAI, Tsuyoshi + ISHIKAWA, Tomoko

Abstract

In Australia, climate change mitigation measures have not been actively formulated in order to protect the
fossil fuel industry. In addition, there is no federal law on adaptation because it has traditionally been considered
under the Australian Constitution that matters concerning the environment are the responsibility of the states, not
the federal government. Due to the lack of legislation on both mitigation and adaptation measures for climate
change, legal disputes have arisen between various actors. Most of the climate change litigation in Australia is
about the failure to consider the contribution or impact of development activities on climate change in environ-
mental assessments or approvals under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
(EPBC Act) or equivalent state legislation. In particular, ecologically sustainable development (ESD) and the pre-
cautionary principle play an important role as considerations for environmental assessments and approvals. This
paper aims to identify the divisions that have arisen between countries, companies and citizens over climate
change, and to propose ways to overcome these divisions, by analyzing the background and content of climate
change litigation, and the impact of such litigation on federal and state climate change legislation.
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TWbADTh %, AT, A—2+F7 ) 7 IHMLAK
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B U TIMBHEANTINDERE T B - 7253, 1980 £EAX

(1) Brian J. Preston, The Influence of Climate Change Litigation on Governments and the Private Sector, 2 CLIMATE L. 485 (2011).

at 485

(2) Jacqueline Peel & Jolene Lin, Transnational Climate Litigation: The Contribution of the Global South, 113 AM. J. INT’1 L. 679

(2019) at 691.
(3) Thorpe. Amelia, Australia, 6 CCLR 261 (2012) at 262.

(4) JACQUELINE PEEL AND HARI M. OSOFSKY, CLIMATE CHANGE LITIGATION (CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS,

2015) at 121.

(5) The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act (4 — Z + 5 V) 7#IEIE) 51 5KI12iE, HIHES O VIEMERIZHRY % 355

BT o TS, Thbb, EERES LINHENERE. 3B BEoMAN, BE - @E—v 2. Wil 08 - ST - 5k -
TR KRB BE. A -2 b7 ) TABIC R . EIRHRE. BE. gUTE OHOSUTHEARS) . R Nk
Mabr<). ER, T, e, MW, SEA. SAEREA. G, BEAS - BIE - SR, MEET L F oM. BT -
FlRRkOPAT, B, JEFEEDOWA. SE. TEV T 2 L ZEREHHS L OBR. WH, 2TV Y 2 L ZADWHE B L OHEHED
HAREMN D720 QR IZBT 2 PHE O, INOFED BN, INDRIE % 20 7= i - . )N A 2 7@ opL -
PR, BENED LB GESILEIET 2 £7T). M S MFES - Fa. MILORRITHICET 255, Thd, Th
SLNOFIE, INVE BN A VEHRREET 22 kb, Liani-> T, BRRTEICE U g T 2 < MO #EHk
Th5EEMMITELZONTE 2,
(6) Jan McDonald, 4 Short History of Climate Adaptation Law in Australia, 4 CLIMATE L. 150 (2014) at 154; Thorpe. Amelia, supra
note 3, at 264.
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FAET 5, —DId. 1999 - BRli a8 I OV EM £ b
PEfR 4k (DR, TEPBC )" Ch 3. [likids
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&2 AN, 2013 ISR EBLOPE I % 1515 72 IR5F

(7)  Virginia Tice, From Vermont’s Maples to Wybong’s Olives: Cross-Cultural Lessons from Climate Change Litigation in the United

States and Australia, 10 APLPJ 292 (2008) at 302.
(8) Thorpe. Amelia, supra note 3, at 262.

(9) Jacqueline Peel and Hari M. Osofsky, supra note 4, at 83-93.

D299 5 (2024 ) 17 HULF & &M,

FEAINZ. NHERIZE [ — X b5 ) 7D 2022 FEXMBEETNE] SHE

(10 The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth).

(1) The National Greenhouse and Energy Act 2007 (Cth).

(120 Council of Australian Governments, Heads of Agreement on Commonwealth and State Roles and Responsibilities for the Environ-

ment, Nov. 1997, available at http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/coag-agreement/index.html.

(13 Clean Energy Act (Cth) (repealed).
(14 1Ibid, ss 121-142; Thorpe. Amelia, supra note 3, at 263.
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BRORHRESE DR HS Tl e < ke & R 3 5 84 HERE
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HL. 2030 4 HAZAHERD [2005 4T 26~28%
HIw&) 25 [HEEE 43 % M9k (28] & L. 2050
EWR B O HEAHMEF L 72, X 512, 2022 5%
ZEE EREL, 2hooh - BETHEA et
L7,

2. EEORINE MG BEFDEE

ERED & 5 ITHFRBUF O BRI o, Ak
W5 & XU B RRICBE§ 2 R oHIE IR R
SNz T A HITET B KRRIFLEE (the Clean
Air Act) . KB biL (the Clean Water Act) . & 7=

=
o

A - BIFEE (9) 21 HLL T2,

= =
N>

The Climate Change Act 2022 (Cth).
Thorpe. Amelia, supra note 3, at 264.

= =
©

Brian J. Preston, supra note 1, at 486.
The Electricity Supply Act 1995 (NSW).
(21 Virginia Tice, supra note 7, at 299-300.
22 Jan McDonald, supra note 6, at 158-159.

=
=

The Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act 2011 (Cth).

(AP T RRE  (the Endangered Species Act) <12
HM$ 5 &) aktEnfilE s hs Z &idka <. R
WIS B s DEE ST b,
—. RO 72 D1 bRk 2 A B
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L7-dISEDRMAN RELT, A= bF ) 7
B2 REEBERREO 2 < &, N 2y BiE ik
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S BREAIR IS 2 MO EBld k4 Tdh
%, A =270 7 TRINZHNE & M7= 52 8k
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BELFZLOWETINERGUHARL 0, Ll
BHRE. ZFOEEKRERIZOWTIRE RS 5L,
il LAY Fv = ONFIIINT LIZRATHD .
F72. EOMB MG EBRRICNY — P~ o TOMER
AR Tz a0,

oL, KOHRISENL NI TOBORIE %
HEXES 2R &, IN& D & 1T R R 2 e
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DEDZEn5E, KUELBNOEHFE B & UEHIE
UL LRI, . B KO A ERAR ORI I,
MR OB A 1S BT, AP —E L 22 ikt
JERE ENBENENI BIKTOGM NGRS S &
WA B, o, KT LIS EOAERBOEON
KNS5 2 & T ZUEE BN OBIHIR G A A
Sl X M B IEANC B 5 2 L AR h T Y,

II. EPBC A& ESD

F—=Z )T TIREANANL L, BELEIKA
Ko a—H 2% =)L ML, 1972 120 s

@3y 1d., at 264.

Mo HABIE - AR - HTROITH

S WPBI) 75 BREG BRI BCR A2 JRF L. 74 ) 7D
KIERBEER VL (the National Environmental Policy
Act) 1Zfl5 7%, IR ZHUSHEE. 1974 SFBHE
e GRmss) % H0E U, BB s anl T
ARG L7, 2 0%, Mo T K EHL 2 E
H BUETIZ A TOMDFRIT BTN 5 B EE
AT A LT3, ML AL TR, 1974 4R
BRERGE (GHisss) IS - TR BT, 1999
f£12 EPBC #2307 L 7z, EPBC i, 1997 4R
A EONE % FEBIT 5 72012, BREGERHEO
A6, MR, o L O ILEE - R
HEERHEICET 2D A LD THEL TS,

1. EPBC %

(1) B

EPBC 3 &3, HEOHME LT, kD 8D%
P T3, bbb, OB, FHIEREE [HE
P HETH 2 REOMEDORFEIZOVTED S T
& ORREBIORE & 7 DERE RN i nTRE 25
FIH AWMU T, [ARE MR vTRE 2 JE R (eco-
logically sustainable development : ESD) | % {4
52 & QEMEMRIEOREEEHETZZ L. @ (i
P EHR) HEEORHELREIZIOVWTED S Z &,
®BUF, Mtk BHirAE, RERESSNY
BB ORE L L OERO 20 O FEEEN T 7
v—FEETEIIL. O@F -2 LT TAHSE
BR 2 BRI R T O LRI F i 2 245 2 &0 OA —
2 b7 T OEMEREO R T KO ARIZHE
fe T RE Z M 36 F 2 eEROREI %2 %5 5 Z
&L @B 3 e FERORGEEOFH % |
MHEREEO A E OB G- &m0 MICiEE T 2 Z
L. Thb,

(2) WX
EPBC (kDX 513 [FEIRERE LEE L HE]| Tdh
0. HiGBREE FEE L HIEIZOWTIMN B L OHEN

@4 Jacqueline Peel and Hari M. Osofsky, supra note 4, at 135; Jan McDonald, supra note 6, at 164.

@5 Jacqueline Peel and Hari M. Osofsky, supra note 4, at 135.
@6 Id., at 136.

@7 Virginia Tice, supra note 7, at 300.

08 Id., at 304.

29 The Environmental Protection (Impact of Proposals) Act 1974 (Cth).

B0 Virginia Tice, supra note 7, at 304.
@) Id., at 304.
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ZER T 3", EREE FEEAREHICEYT
LD &L TR, HAEE (12~15A %) . ERERE
(15B ~15C 4&). T &% — L4498 8EM (16~
17B %%). fadifatifE (18~194%). mLifEfE (20~
20B 4%) . TG EI A & OBREIR#E (21~22A 5).
V= b3 T = 7WHAR (24B ~24C 5R).
FEAERI A 2 BT & KFHAEIR FEFR T 2> & D ARE PR
i (24D ~24E &%) HEMEWMIZHIZFE IR TS, F
Hd~N&xid, [EREE EEELHE] & LAk
ZENCBT 2 FHAPRIICE F N TUInE0n &0
H3ZLTH5,

(3) RIFRESTME AR

E B FEE A FEHICHEANRPEL 52 50
REMED B 217 B3 T8 M L1754 (controlled
action) ] (67 4%) & &h. EPBC {EIZHD X BRI
BEMM L KGBD T O 22 RBZENRBEL LD,
[R5 3 B IC R BT BEEAE (80~129 5%) & K&k
(130~145 %) BT 3 EDEINTHE D, FH
RRITF I KEDO KRN E VR L X h T
Wb (67A%R). sk, HBHRRITA/ICHY LS
453, BRBTREGHE S KEOKZEAETH 5,

H BT S EHIRITRICHEN T 2 E»
F. KEARET S (115). 207t 2T KHE
ROBD TH B,

9. BHRITH/ICHEY T SO H 51743
ZEHEIY 5, YT BIZOWTKEICHET 3
TEREHOFOENTND (685)., WEAZT 7
KEUE, YEGEHHEAE B RIT BTN T 5 5 h
ERELEFRE RSBV (755). ZOWEIZH
720, KEIX, YT APETHHEMOH 59X
TOEEE (all adverse impacts) #FE L &t h
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IGAE § 3.5.2. Tracy Bach & Justin Brown, supra note 35, at 41.
IGAE §4.5.2. Tracy Bach & Justin Brown, supra note 35, at 41.
Tracy Bach & Justin Brown, supra note 35, at 41.
Lydia Akinyi Omuko, Applying the Precautionary Principle to Address the Proof Problem in Climate Change Litigation, 21 TIL-
BURG L. REV. 52 (2016) at 64-66.
42 Danny Noonan, Imagining Different Futures through the Courts: A Social Movement Assessment of Existing and Potential New
Approaches to Climate Change Litigation in Australia, 37 U. TAS. L. REV. 25 (2018) at 36-37.
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@4 Brian J. Preston, Climate Change Litigation (Part 1), 5 CCLR 3 (2011) at 4-14.
49  Felicity Millner & Kirsty Ruddock, Climate Litigation, 36 ALTERNATIVE L.J. 27 (2011) at 28.
46 Jacqueline Peel & Hari M. Osofsky, Climate Change Litigation’s Regulatory Pathways: A Comparative Analysis of the United

States and Australia, 35 LAW & POL’y 150 (2013) at 173.

@7 Urgenda Foundation v. Kingdom of the Netherlands (2015) C/09/456689 / HA ZA 13-1396 (Hague District Court).
48 Sarah Flynne, Opportunities for Novel Climate Change Litigation in Western Australia, 48 U.W. AUSTL. L. REV. 189 (2020) at

207.

49 Jacqueline Peel, Hari Osofsky & Anita Foerster, Shaping the ‘next Generation’ of Climate Change Litigation in Australia, 41

MELB. U. L. REV. 793 (2017) at 820-821.

60 A—2Z b7 ) T7OEREFEICBEL T, ALEREE T4 =2 07 ) 7 OaREFERE LATBCEO FRD L] KE 2 i

T BGEPIER O AR & evi] (1t - 2022 4F) 27 HEIT 24,
(6] The Administrative Decisions (Judicial Review) Act 1977 (Cth).
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65 Brian J. Preston, Climate Change Litigation (Part 2), 5 CCLR 244 (2011) at 251; Felicity Millner & Kirsty Ruddock, supra note

45, at 30.

(66 Brian J. Preston, supra note 55, at 252. AREFEL & KAEFEDOXBOFHMIZ. D. Kerr, The Intersection of Merits and Judicial
Review: Looking Forward, 32 U. QUEENSLAND L.J. 9 (2013) &,

67 Brian J. Preston, supra note 1, at 500.

68 Taralga Landscape Guardians Inc v. Minister for Planning and RES Southern Cross Pty Ltd (2007) 161 LGERA 1.

69  Felicity Millner & Kirsty Ruddock, supra note 45, at 30.
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Cultural Reception as Re-semiosis: The Case of Database Fantasy in Japan

ESCANDE, Jessy

Abstract

This paper explores the re-semiosis processes involved in Japan’s reception of foreign cultural symbols, par-
ticularly in the context of the unique genre of "database fantasy" that has developed since the 1980s. Database
fantasy refers to the reuse and re-contextualization of foreign motifs—such as creatures from various mytholo-
gies—in new, distinctly Japanese fantasy worlds, where their original meanings are often significantly reimagined.
These imported symbols are absorbed into a shared semiotic "database" understood by Japanese creators and con-
sumers, without requiring knowledge of the motifs' origins, and where they undergo further transformations.
Using Umberto Eco’s theories of cultural units and encyclopedic knowledge, the paper argues that database fan-
tasy showcases a form of cultural appropriation, in its neutral sense, where symbols from various global traditions
are internalized and transformed within Japanese pop culture. The study further analyzes how these signs become
detached from their historical or mythological roots, acquiring new layers of meaning that resonate with contem-
porary audiences in Japan. The work provides a semiotic framework for understanding the transformation of
fantasy genres globally, while situating Japan’s database fantasy as a key case study in the dynamics of cross-
cultural symbol reception and transformation.
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How to be pluralistic about Neural Correlates
of Consciousness

CHENG, Tony

Abstract
Discussions of neural correlates of consciousness (NCCs) occupy a central place in both scientific and philo-

sophical studies of consciousness. In addition to many developments in the past decades, there is a recent trend to

go pluralistic about NCCs. Here I follow this line of thought and propose a specific way to be pluralistic. Section

1 sets the stage by situating issues concerning NCCs in the context of the recent debate between the posterior and

the anterior theories. Section 2 develops the proposal that there are two kinds of perceptual phenomenal con-

sciousness — one is rationality-related and the other is not — and argues that they have different though overlapping

NCCs. It will also be argued that attention plays a crucial role for rationality-related perceptual phenomenal con-

sciousness. Section 3 critically discusses a different pluralistic proposal and argues that it is based on inaccurate

understandings of NCCs and the contrast between the posterior and the anterior theories. Section 4 concludes with

an observation that there is a recent tendency of downplaying conceptual issues in the studies of the mind, which

needs to be resisted and countered if we wish to make better progress in such studies.

Keywords: Attention, NCCs, Perceptual phenomenal consciousness, Pluralism, Posterior and anterior theories,

Rationality

1 NCCs and the debate between
the posterior and the anterior
theories

The search for neural correlates of consciousness
(NCCs) — roughly, the brain circuits that correlate with
conscious episodes — has been one of the central proj-
ects of the science and philosophy of consciousness
since the end of the previous century. The classic defi-
nition offered by Crick & Koch (1990) regards the
correlates as the minimal neural mechanisms that are
together sufficient for conscious percepts (also see
their 1998, 2003). The first thing to be noted is that the
original characterisation focusses on perceptual con-
sciousnessm; later researchers have broadened the
scope to seek NCCs for other varieties of conscious-
ness; this will be important for the following
narratives, so we will come back to it later. David
Chalmers (2000) offers a useful though non-exhaus-
tive list of candidates for NCCs before the 21
century: Edelman (1989), Newman & Baars (1993),
Llnas et al. (1994), Bogen (1995), Flohr (1995), Mil-

ner & Goodale (1995), Hobson (1997), Scheinberg &
Logothetis (1997); for a longer list, see Chalmers
(1998). In recent decades, many modifications and
improvements have been proposed, but consensus has
not been reached (Fink, 2016; Fink & Lin, 2021, and
various papers included in the 2021 special issue). The
latest developments can be divided into two broad cat-
egories: on the one hand, some have argued that the
project of searching for NCCs should be replaced by
the project of building theories of consciousness (Seth
& Bayne, 2022); on the other hand, others have clung
on to the project of searching for the NCCs, but sug-
gested that instead of the original, unified assumption
that there is one set of NCCs that is responsible for all
consciousness, we should go pluralistic with respect
to NCCs. In Cheng, Lin, and Tseng (2022), we have
argued that the former is a non-starter, as claims about
NCCs are always theory-laden, and theories of con-
sciousness in the relevant sense all make predictions
about NCCs. On this occasion I will go for the second
route, and offer a specific proposal about how to go
pluralistic. To anticipate, [ will argue that there are two

(1) They “mainly concerned with visual awareness” (ibid., p. 263; emphasis added).
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kinds of perceptual phenomenal consciousness (char-
acterised below), and they have different though
overlapping NCCs. I will then contrast this proposal
with a recent one by Biyu J. He (2023a; also see her
2023b, 2024), who proposes a new “joint determinant
theory” (JDT), which contains many insights, but is
based on inaccurate understandings of NCCs and the
contrast of the posterior and the anterior theories, i.e.,
the debate concerning which parts of the brain are
responsible for consciousness.” Since this contrast is
crucial for the entire paper, I will begin with some
basic characterisations of it now.

As mentioned above, the original definition of
NCCs relies on a certain notion of sufficiency: they are
neural states that are minimally sufficient for certain
mental states to be conscious. Although there have
been many refinements of this original definition, let’s
not challenge it for now.” Given this understanding,
we can ask the following crucial question:

Is the prefrontal cortex (PFC) part of the neural
correlates or substrates of perceptual phenomenal

. 4
consciousness?*’

For this question to make sense, some assumptions
and provisos need to be a place. First of all, we need
to bear in mind that in this context the focus is percep-
tual consciousness. Secondly, it relies on a certain
notion of phenomenal consciousness, i.e., the what-it-
is-likeness of experiences, which will be detailed in
section 2. Thirdly, it presupposes that the posterior
sensory cortices are parts of the NCCs. What is at
issue is whether PFC is also part of the NCCs. This
will be a crucial point in section 3.

Now, the canonical view about perceptual NCCs
would answer “no” to the above question. According
to this view, the PFC is for decision-making, planning,
thinking, etc. (Block, 2005; Lamme, 2004). By con-
trast, the revisionary view would answer “yes” to it,

holding that parts of the PFC are also responsible for
perceptual phenomenal consciousness (Lau and
Rosenthal, 2011; Michel and Morales, 2020).(5) In the
next section we will see that the proposed pluralistic

3

picture will answer “yes and no” to the question.
Focussing on the contrast between the posterior and

the anterior theories for now, the former holds that:

Consciousness depends mainly on the activity of
posterior parts of the cortex (Lamme, 2006) or of
a “posterior hot-zone,” which includes roughly
the entire cortex minus the insula and the PFC
(Koch, Massimini, Boly, & Tononi, 2016; Tononi,
Boly, Massimini, & Koch, 2016). (Michel &
Morales, 2020, p. 494)

The latter, i.e., the anterior/PFC theories, includes
global workspace theory (Baars, 1988; Dehaene &
Changeux, 2011) and higher-order theories (Brown,
Lau, & LeDoux, 2019; Lau & Rosenthal, 2001;
LeDoux & Brown, 2017; also “centralists” in Lau,
2022); the basic idea is this:

Some neural mechanisms in the PFC are respon-
sible for rendering unconscious contents
conscious, and that neural mechanisms elsewhere
in the brain normally do not have this capacity.
(Michel & Morales, 2020, p. 494)

Now the contrast should be quite clear. How do
researchers go about making progress here? Tradition-
ally, the so-called “contrastive analysis” (Baars, 1988)
is invoked to tackle related issues. This method “con-
sists in comparing neural activity from trials in which
subjects consciously perceive a stimulus with trials in
which they perceive it unconsciously” (Michel &
Morales, 2020, p. 496). This method requires experi-
menters to figure out whether participants are
conscious of specific stimuli, and this is typically done

(2) 1In the literature, the contrast is often between the “posterior” and the “prefrontal” theories. On this occasion we call the latter the

[Tt

“anterior” theories simply because both “posterior” and “prefrontal” begin with the letter “p,” which can sometimes generate unnec-

essary confusions. For our purposes here, we do not consider global (neuronal) workspace theory (e.g., Baars, Geld, and Kozma,

2021), which is definitely relevant too in principle.
(3) See Wu and Morales (2024) for a brief summary.

(4) This is taken from Michel and Morales (2020). Not everyone agrees with this way of seeing things. For example, some higher-

order theorists would think that the NCCs are in the prefrontal cortex only, because it is the higher-order states or activities and

nothing else that make consciousness happen. See the third assumption below.

(5) But also see the qualification is the previous footnote.
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via subjective reports. There are different versions of
them, including confidence ratings (Cheesman &
Merikle, 1986), reports on the visibility of the stimu-
lus (Sergent & Dehaene, 2004), reports using the
perceptual awareness scale (Ramsgy & Overgaard,
2004), and post-decision wagering (Persaud, Mcleod,
& Cowey, 2007), etc. Crucially, in the core contrastive
analysis participants are required to report on their
conscious episodes in some ways; if this core is prob-
lematic, then many consciousness studies would have
no solid basis. During the process, experimenters
would use EEG or fMRI etc. to monitor brain activi-
ties to make inferences about consciousness. Along
the way they need to control for perceptual signal
strength, performances, attention, etc. Posterior
theories hold that the PFC is responsible for con-
sciousness-related cognitive processes, as opposed to
perceptual processes (Aru, Bachmann, Singer, and
Melloni, 2012; De Graaf, Hsieh, and Sack, 2012).
Usually, these cognitive processes are generated by
subjective reports. Recently, innovative no-report par-
adigms have been designed to address worries of
subjective reports in consciousness studies, though
they are not entirely unproblematic (Tsuchiya, Wilke,
Fréssle, and Lamme, 2015; Block, 2019; Chen, Cheng,
and Hsieh, 2022).

The debate between the posterior and the anterior
theories is heated and ongoing, but for our purposes
the above brief selective summary should be enough. I
now turn to my specific proposal that there are two
kinds of perceptual phenomenal consciousness, and
they have different though overlapping NCCs.” In
order to make sense of this proposal, we need to make
a detour to notions of consciousness, attention, and
rationality.

2 The way to go pluralistic:
Consciousness, attention,
and rationality

Consciousness and attention (roughly, the ability to
focus and select) have been an odd couple in the stud-
ies of the mind. A (distorted and simplified) textbook
vision has it that there was a time when “conscious-

ness” was regarded as unscientific due to difficulties

of operationalisation, so “attention” became a certain
kind of surrogate for consciousness, as it seemed eas-
ier to be manipulated. However, in recent decades
consciousness has regained its central place in the
studies of the mind, so to get clear about the relations
between consciousness and attention becomes urgent.
Is attention necessary to consciousness [the overflow
debate, e.g., Block, 2007; Phillips, 2011]? Is attention
sufficient for consciousness [the blindsight debate,
e.g., Kentridge, Heywood, & Weiskrantz, 1999; Phil-
lips, 2018]? We do not take side with respect to these
issues here.

What about rationality (and reason), i.e., the
capacity for making inferences and decisions? In a
way it seems to be the strange other person. For exam-
ple, Johannes Roessler discusses the relation between
perceptual attention and the space of reasons (2011),
while John Campbell investigates the relation between
visual attention and the rational role of consciousness
(2011). Now our empirical hypothesis begins with the
idea that there are two kinds of perceptual phenomenal
consciousness, and only one of them is tied to atten-
tion and rationality. This might help us adjudicate the
debate between the posterior and the anterior theories.
But before that, we need to be clear about what we
mean by “phenomenal consciousness.” According to
Ned Block,

Phenomenal consciousness is experience; what
makes a state phenomenally conscious is that
there is something “it is like” (Nagel, 1974) to be
in that state. (1995, p. 228; emphasis added)

Block distinguishes phenomenal consciousness from
both access consciousness and monitoring conscious-
ness; we do not need to look into the definitions of the
other two. What is crucial here is that given this under-
standing of phenomenal consciousness, we need to
distinguish between two kinds of it — one is rationality-
related and the other is not. For simplicity, in what
follows we use “P-consciousness [R]” for the former
and “P-consciousness [~R]” for the latter. The empiri-
cal hypothesis is that perceptual P-consciousness [~R]
is fully sustained by the relevant parts of the back of

(6) Block (2005) argues that there are two NCCs, one for phenomenal consciousness and the other for access consciousness. The cur-

rent proposal stays neutral about access consciousness, and holds that there is a crucial division within the category of phenomenal

consciousness.
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the brain, while perceptual P-consciousness [R]
involves both the posterior and the anterior; more spe-
cifically, parts of the PFC. Note that they are both
phenomenal consciousness, as both fit what Block
calls “experience,” e.g., the painfulness of pain, a. k. a.
the subjective aspect of the mind that creates the “hard
problem of consciousness” (Chalmers, 1996).

Now what is the initial plausibility of this pro-
posal? On the one hand, consider cases such as human
infants, feral children (i.e., humans who were raised
by other animals), and animals without the PFC or
with less developed PFC. Of course they are (or at
least can be) phenomenally conscious! The absence of
a fully functioning PFC would not make one a philo-
sophical zombie. But on the other hand, we also grant
that phenomenal consciousness seems to play some
crucial roles in inferences and justification (e.g.,
Dretske, 1997; Smithies, 2019). At least sometimes,
epistemic inferences need to be done via conscious-
ness. The conjecture is that P-consciousness [R]’s
neural correlates include the PFC, so that it can play the
relevant rational roles. Note that only P-consciousness
[R] overlaps with actual access, while P-consciousness
[~R] can be accessible only, which fits Block’s defini-
tion of access consciousness: “A state is access-
consciousness if, in virtue of one’s having the state, a
representation of its content is... poised for rational
control of action” (1995, p. 231). They are accessible
or poised in the sense that information on the posterior
can be transmitted to the anterior. But again, I stay
neutral about the NCCs for access consciousness.

It is worth noting that in a very different context,
there is another important distinction between being
responsive to reasons and being responsive to reasons
as such (McDowell, 2006). The former is what we
share with human infants and other animals, such as
running away from predators, being attracted by some
conspecifics, and so on. The latter is what’s distinctive
about humans like us: we can be responsive to reasons
as reasons, and adjust our reasonings and actions,
which requires a mature PFC in our cases. It is also
important to emphasise that the relevant areas of the
posterior brain plus the PFC is sufficient for P-con-
sciousness [R], but not necessary, because we need to
make room for multiple realisability (Putnam, 1967):
consider artificial systems, for example. In one sen-

(7)  For some preliminary discussions, see Cheng (2017).
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tence, according to the current empirical hypothesis,
our capacities to be responsive to reasons as such and
to be P-consciousness [R] share the PFC as their neu-
ral correlates.

Attention comes into the picture at this stage.
Consider the two networks of attention described by
Corbetta & Shulman (2002): the dorsal frontoparietal
network and the ventral frontoparietal network. Our
further hypothesis is that the ventral network filters
the information from the back to the front of the brain.
On this view, P-consciousness [~R]’s neural processes
in the posterior brain have not been filtered by atten-
tion (i.e., certain version of the overflow view). After
the relevant pieces of information get transmitted to
the frontal brain, via attention’s selections and modu-
lations they become P-consciousness [R], which can
facilitate inferences and decision-making. One poten-
tial difficulty is that here we have not distinguished
between different kinds of attention (Wu, 2024), and
that will be a future project.m Another future task is to
combine the above ideas with the “higher-order statis-
tical decision theory of consciousness,” according to
which subpersonal statistical decisions are done in the
PFC, and these decisions can be one variant of compu-
tations indicated in the predictive processing framework
(Cheng, 2023).

The dualisms of P-consciousness and of rational-
ity correspond to a third dualism, i.e., the one between
the world and the environment (Gadamer, 1960/2004;
McDowell, 1996): while all beings share this physical
environment, only human beings like us enjoy world-
disclosing experiences: human infants and many other
animals are phenomenally conscious, but they do not
possess a meaningful world, a second nature: they do
not enjoy perceptual P-consciousness [R]. They are
locked in solicitations in the phenomenological sense
(Dreyfus, 2006, 2007a, 2007b; McDowell, 2007a,
2007b; Cheng, 2021).

To summarise, the debate between the posterior
and the anterior theories has been a heated one, and
the empirical details of it have become extremely
complicated and daunting. However, this does not
mean that conceptual refinements play no significant
role. The above sketch is an attempt to make progress
by empirically-informed conceptual discussions. Now
it is time to look into another recent pluralistic pro-
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posal and see why mine is more plausible. The next
section will first introduce the competing pluralistic
proposal and then argue that it is problematic because
it rests on inaccurate understandings of NCCs and of
the posterior/anterior debate.

3 The way not to go pluralistic:
Misinterpreting the dialectic

In “Towards a pluralistic neurobiological understand-
ing of consciousness” (2023a), Biyu J. He proposes a
new framework for scientifically studying conscious-
ness. As indicated above, the general background for
this discussion is the contrast between the unified and
the pluralistic accounts of NCCs. He argues that “the
search for generic neural correlates of consciousness
may not be fruitful,” and instead proposes that the new
“joint determinant theory” (JDT) “may be capable of
accommodating different brain circuit mechanisms for
conscious contents as varied as percepts, wills, memo-
ries, emotions, and thoughts, as well as their integrated
experience” (p. 420). While the case studies surveyed
in that paper are useful, and the framework opens up
new directions for this field, He exaggerates the con-
trast between the unified approach and the pluralistic
approach. In what follows I will argue that He’s spe-
cific proposal is unmotivated due to two problems,
one about how to understand the classical definition of
NCCs, and the other about how to understand the con-
trast between the posterior theories and the anterior
theories.

He also relies on the classical definition invoked
above, so it can be assumed that we are not talking
past each other, at least initially. However, as indicated
above, noted that the original discussion was about
perceptual NCCs, although unfortunately, the “percep-
tual” part is often omitted for simplicity. In missing
this, He seems to believe that the definition implies
that percepts, wills, memories, emotions, and thoughts,
if conscious at all, share the same NCCs that are suffi-
cient for them being conscious. But as He points out,
this has been shown to be false by the various studies
cited. The crucial problem here is that in missing the
“perceptual” qualification, He’s reading of the suffi-
ciency claim is incorrect: others are misattributed the
implausible view that we have been seeking a core

NCC that is sufficient for percepts, wills, memories,
emotions, and thoughts, etc. But this is incorrect: the
posterior theorists, for example, do not and should not
think that the relevant part of the posterior brain is part
of the NCCs for thoughts, for example.

How about the second point? Consider this
remark by He: “the debate [is] about whether NCC
lives in the ‘front’ or ‘back’ of the brain” (p. 426). But
as we have seen in section 1, another plausible way to
think about the debate is “[w]hether the prefrontal cor-
tex is part of the neural substrates of consciousness”
(Michel & Morales, 2020, p. 493; emphasis added),
but this was not considered by He at all. That is to say,
for some anterior theorists, the PFC by itself is not
“the minimum neural mechanisms.” The question, at
least sometimes, is about whether it is part of NCCs,
not about whether NCC lives in the “front.” In other
words, the anterior theories need not and perhaps should
not deny that (say) V1 is part of the visual NCCs.®

Here are some more clarifications. Suppose the
anterior theories are right in holding that in addition to
the sensory areas in the back, the PFC is also part of
the NCCs. Does this then imply that conscious per-
cepts, wills, memories, emotions, and thoughts do not
rely on different brain circuit mechanisms? No! As He
points out, so many empirical studies have shown that
they involve different brain circuit mechanisms. What
is going on here? If the anterior theories are right, then
the PFC is part of the NCC core. This core is shared
by conscious percepts, wills, memories, emotions, and
thoughts, but this does not imply that conscious per-
cepts, wills, memories, emotions, and thoughts involve
exactly the same brain circuit mechanisms. The right
moral to be drawn is that in addition to the NCC core,
which might or might not include the PFC, in order
for percepts, wills, memories, emotions, and thoughts
to be conscious, additional, and different brain circuit
mechanisms are required, at least in the human case.
This is a consensus in the literature, so it is not the
case that most people have missed this, and therefore
need to be corrected by He’s fine point.

The moral is that He’s new framework is indeed a
new option that should be taken seriously, but it
should not be taken as rejecting the original project. If
we bear in mind that the original definition was aim-

(8) As indicated in footnote 4, one complication is that some higher-order theorists might hold that in some cases the PFC itself is suf-

ficient for consciousness. For this line of discussion, see Rosenthal (2005) and Block (2011).
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ing at perceptual cases, and that the anterior theories
need not deny that the posterior sensory areas are parts
of the NCCs, we see more clearly how future research
can make progress in this regard.

4 Conclusion: Taking conceptual
issues really seriously

In proposing her new framework, He holds that the
proposed approach “will allow the field to build a
stronger empirical foundation and become more inte-
grated with other cognitive neuroscience disciplines”
(2023a, p. 420). The point is well taken, but non-
empirical disciplines of consciousness research is not
included at all. T hope the above discussions have
shown that to ensure better integration with various
empirical disciplines is indeed important and laudable,
but it is also crucial to integrate empirically informed
philosophy to help conceptual clarifications. Actually,
the crucial moves above are often from philosophy
(e.g., Chalmers, 2000; Fink, 2016; Michel and
Morales, 2020; Fink and Lin, 2021). This point should
stand even if my specific proposal in section 2 is falsi-
fied. The take-home message is that one crucial next
step for the cognitive science of consciousness is to
take conceptual issues really seriously (Cheng, Lin,
and Tseng, 2022).

References

Aru, J., Bachmann, T., Singer, W., & Melloni, L. (2012). Dis-
tilling the neural correlates of consciousness. Neuroscience
and Biobehavioral Reviews, 36(2), 737-746.

Baars, B. (1988). A cognitive theory of consciousness. New
York: Cambridge University Press.

Baars, B., Geld, N., & Kozma, R. (2021). Global workspace
theory (GWT) and prefrontal cortex: Recent developments.
Frontiers in Psychology, 12, https://doi.org/10.3389/
fpsyg.2021.749868.

Block, N. (1995). On a confusion about a function of con-
sciousness. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 18(2), 227-
247.

Block, N. (2005). Two neural correlates of consciousness.
Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 9(2), 46-52.

Block, N. (2007). Consciousness, accessibility, and the mesh
between psychology and neuroscience. Behavioral and
Brain Sciences, 30(5-6), 481-499.

Block, N. (2011). The higher order approach to consciousness
is defunct. Analysis, 71(3), 419-431.

Block, N. (2019). What is wrong with the no-report paradigm
and how to fix it. Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 23(12),
1003-1013.

Bogen, J. E. (1995). On the neurophysiology of consciousness,
part I: An overview. Consciousness and Cognition, 4,

58

52-62.

Brown, R., Lau, H., & LeDoux, J. (2019). Understanding the
higher-order approaches to consciousness. Trends in Cog-
nitive Science, 23(9), 754-768.

Campbell, J. (2011). Visual attention and the epistemic role of
consciousness. In C. Mole, D. Smithies, & W. Wu (Eds.),
Attention: Philosophical and psychological essays.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Chalmers, D. J. (1996). The conscious mind. In search of a fun-
damental theory. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Chalmers, D. J. (1998). On the search for the neural correlate of
consciousness. In S. Hameroff, A. Kaszniak, & A. Scott
(Eds.), Toward a science of consciousness II. Cambridge,
MA: MIT Press.

Chalmers, D. J. (2000). What is a neural correlate of conscious-
ness? In T. Metzinger (Ed.), Neural correlates of
consciousness: Empirical and conceptual questions. Cam-
bridge, MA: MIT Press.

Cheesman, J., & Merikle, P. M. (1986). Distinguishing con-
scious from unconscious perceptual processes. Canadian
Journal of Psychology, 40(4), 343-367.

Chen, Y-K., Cheng, T., & Hsieh, P-J. (2022). P3b does not
reflect perceptual contrasts. eNeuro, 9(2), https://doi.
org/10.1523/ENEURO.0387-21.2022.

Cheng, T. (2017). Iconic memory and attention in the overflow
debate. Cogent Psychology, (4)1, https://doi.org/10.1080/2
3311908.2017.1304018.

Cheng, T. (2021). John McDowell on worldly subjectivity:
Oxford Kantianism meets phenomenology and cognitive
scientists. London: Bloomsbury.

Cheng, T. (2023). Higher-order Bayesian statistical decision
theory of consciousness, probabilistic justification, and
predictive processing. In Cheng, T., Sato, R., and Hohwy, J.
(Eds.), Expected experiences: The predictive mind in an
uncertain world. New York: Routledge.

Cheng, T., Lin, Y., & Tseng, P. (2022). Taking conceptual issues
very seriously: One next step for the cognitive sciences of
consciousness. Cognitive Science: A Multidisciplinary
Journal, 46(11), e13213.

Corbetta, M., & Shulman, G. L. (2002). Control of goal-
directed and stimulus-driven attention in the brain. Nature
Reviews Neuroscience, 3(3), 201-215.

Crick, F., & Koch, C. (1990). Towards a neurobiological theory
of consciousness. Seminars in Neuroscience, 2, 263-275.

Crick, F., & Koch, C. (1998). Consciousness and neuroscience.
Cerebral Cortex, 8(2), 97-107.

Crick, F., & Koch, C. (2003). A framework for consciousness.
Nature Neuroscience, 6(2), 119-126.

De Graaf T. A., Hsieh, P.,, & Sack, A. T. (2012). The “corre-
lates” in neural correlates of consciousness. Neuroscience
and Biobehavioral Reviews, 36(1), 191-197.

Dehaene, S., & Changeux, J. P. (2011). Experimental and theo-
retical approaches to conscious processing. Neuron, 70(2),
200-227.

Dretske, F. (1997). Naturalizing the mind. Cambridge, MA:
MIT Press.

Dreyfus, H. (2006). Overcoming the myth of the mental. Topoi,
25(1-2), 43-49.



How to be pluralistic about Neural Correlates of Consciousness

Dreyfus, H. (2007a). The return of the myth of the mental.
Inquiry: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Philosophy, 50(4),
352-365.

Dreyfus, H. (2007b). Response to McDowell. Inquiry: An Inter-
disciplinary Journal of Philosophy, 50(4), 371-377.

Edelman, G. M. (1989). The remembered present: A biological
theory of consciousness. New York: Basic Books.

Fink, S. (2016). A deeper look at the “neural correlate of con-
sciousness.” Frontiers in Psychology, 7, article 1044.

Fink, S., & Lin, Y.-T. (2021). Progress and paradigms in the
search for the neural correlates of consciousness: Editorial
introduction. Philosophy and the Mind Sciences, 2, 3.

Flohr, H. (1995). Sensations and brain processes. Behavioral
Brain Research, 71, 157-161.

Gadamer, H-G. (1960/2004). Truth and method. (J. Wein-
sheimer & D. G. Marshall trans.) London: Continuum.

He, B. J. (2023a). Towards a pluralistic neurobiological under-
standing of consciousness. Trends in Cognitive Sciences,
27(5), https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tics.2023.02.001

He, B. J. (2023b). New frontiers in consciousness research.
Neuron, 111(20), 3150-3153.

He, B. J. (2024). Integrating consciousness science with cogni-
tive neuroscience: An introduction to the special focus.
Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, online ahead of print.

Hobson, J. A. (1997). Consciousness as a state-dependent phe-
nomenon. In J. Cohen & J. Schooler (Eds.), Scientific
approaches to consciousness. Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erl-
baum.

Kentridge, R. W., Heywood, C. A., & Weiskrantz, L. (1999).
Attention without awareness in blindsight. Proceedings of
the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences, 266(1430), 1805-
1811.

Koch, C., Massimini, M., Boly, M., & Tononi, G. (2016). Neu-
ral correlates of consciousness: Progress and problems.
Nature Reviews Neuroscience, 17(5), 307-321.

Lamme, V. A. F. (2004). Separate neural definitions of visual
consciousness and visual attention; a case for phenomenal
awareness. Neural Networks, 17(5-6), 861-872.

Lamme, V. A. F. (2006). Towards a true neural stance on con-
sciousness. Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 10(11), 494-501.

Lau, H. (2022). In consciousness we trust: The cognitive
neuroscience of subjective experience. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Lau, H., & Rosenthal, D. M. (2011). Empirical support for
higher-order theories of conscious awareness. Trends in
Cognitive Sciences, 15(8), 365-373.

LeDoux, J. E., & Brown, R. (2017). A higher-order theory of
emotional consciousness. Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, 114(10), E2016-E2025.

Llinas, R. R., Ribary, U., Joliot, M., & Wang, X.-J. (1994).
Content and context in temporal thalamocortical binding.
In G. Buzsaki, R. R. Llinas, & W. Singer (Eds.), Temporal
coding in the brain. Berlin: Springer Verlag.

McDowell, J. (1996). Mind and world. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press.

McDowell, J. (2006). Conceptual capacities in perception. In G.
Abel (Ed.), Kreativitdt. Felix Meiner Verlag.

McDowell, J. (2007a). What myth? Inquiry: An Interdisciplin-

ary Journal of Philosophy, 50(4), 338-351.

McDowell, J. (2007b). What myth? Inquiry: An Interdisciplin-
ary Journal of Philosophy, 50(4), 366-370.

Michel, M., & Morales, J. (2020). Minority reports: Conscious-
ness and the prefrontal cortex. Mind and Language, 35(4),
493-513.

Milner, A. D., & Goodale, M. A. (1995). The visual brain in
action. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Nagel, T. (1974). What is it like to be a bat? Philosophical
Review, 83(4), 435-450.

Newman, J., & Baars, B. J. (1993). A neural attentional model
for access to consciousness: A global workspace perspec-
tive. Concepts in Neuroscience, 4, 255-290.

Persaud, N., Mcleod, P., & Cowey, A. (2007). Post-decision
wagering objectively measures awareness. Nature Neuro-
science, 10(2), 257-261.

Phillips. 1. (2011). Perception and iconic memory. Mind and
Language, 26(4), 381-411.

Phillips. 1. (2018). Unconscious perception reconsidered.
Analytic Philosophy, 59(4), 471-514.

Putnam, H. (1967). Psychological predicates. In W. H. Capitan
& D. D. Merrill (Eds.), Art, mind, religion. Pittsburgh, PA:
Pittsburgh University Press.

Ramsoy, T. Z., & Overgaard, M. (2004). Introspection and sub-
liminal perception. Phenomenology and Cognitive
Sciences, 3(1), 1-23.

Roessler, J. (2011). Perceptual attention and the space of rea-
sons. In C. Mole, D. Smithies, & W. Wu (Eds.), Attention:
Philosophical and psychological essays. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Rosenthal, D. M. (2005). Consciousness and mind. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

Scheinberg, D. L., & Logothetis, N. K. (1997). The role of tem-
poral cortical areas in perceptual organization. Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences USA, 94, 3408-3413.

Sergent, C., & Dehaene, S. (2004). Is consciousness a gradual
phenomenon? Evidence for an all-or-none bifurcation
during the attentional blink. Psychological Science, 15(11),
720-728.

Seth, A., & Bayne, T. (2022). Theories of consciousness. Nature
Reviews Neuroscience, 23, 439-452.

Smithies, D. (2019). The epistemic role of consciousness.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Tononi, G., Boly, B., Massimini, M., & Koch, C. (2016). Inte-
grated information theory: From consciousness to its
physical substrate. Nature Reviews Neuroscience, 17(7),
450-461.

Tsuchiya, T., Wilke, M., Friéssle, S., & Lamme, V. A. F. (2015).
No-report paradigms: Extracting the true neural correlates
of consciousness. Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 19(12),
757-770.

Wu, W. (2024). Attention, 2™ edition. New York: Routledge.

Wu, W., & Morales, J. (2024). The neuroscience of conscious-
ness. In E. N. Zalta (Ed.), The Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy.

59



Notes on a Certificate of Religious Affiliation
(Shishi shomon)

MORRIS, James Harry and DUDUS, Damian”

Introduction Transcription”
Shiishi shomon 5RHaE3L (also known as ferauke

- B P e em e HB H—-ll H‘K % 5!3
shomon FERl S, teraukejo JFatik etc.) or certifi 7 = g ]
cates of religious affiliation were documents provided AN B ooR H W N
by a temple in order to certify that members of a com- b l’%ﬂ %T% F? ﬁE g ’?é
munity were parishioners. This certificate from 1771 Ji N o R o

: : & H (- H R Y
(Meiwa AR 8) was written to certify that Numata * o 1 N S -
Inosuke ?EEEI@*Z?T}Q) and his son were parishioners xR ) pe %’j g 1’% 1EE H
of the Zen Buddhist temple Senryiji JRHEESF in Shiba W 31'23 »E» Tét & ‘TEF
Town (Shiba-machi 42M]), Nawa District (Nawa-gun EE ?j Ur?ﬁ g g {:%
A5 #5).> The document was written and stamped by %% TR AE o RE
the temple and addressed to an Ishihara Gidayd 15 < % iﬁ % E
KK, It measures approximately 32cm by 28cm. i e B
This article provides a transcription and English trans- ~ e Jt
lation of the document, as well as some contextual
notes with the hope of making the contents of this sort .
Translation

of texts more accessible to an international audience.
Numata Inosuke of Shiba Town and his son have
undoubtedly been parishioners of this Zen temple for
generations. If I come to know anyone who is of the
banned Christian Jesus sect, I will certainly come and
report it whenever it happens. I note this here in case
of a future incident.

Senrytji, Shiba Town, Nawa District, a branch temple
of Kamakura’s Enkakuji. <Stamp>

(1) We would like to express our thanks to Prof. Sato Katsura {542 & (Aoyama Gakuin University) who was consulted on some
parts of the transcription. The publication was made possible through a DNP Foundation for Cultural Promotion Graphic Culture
Research Grant and a Waseda University Grant for Special Research Projects.

(2) The name could also be read as Inojo and Isanojo. Tachibana Tard suggests that the surname Numata was previously pronounced
Nonda, see: Tachibana Tard i AEf, “Kiso Yoshinaka oyobi sono shison to Kozuke (2)” K& &k OH & E¥ (Z), Jomo
oyobi jomajin &K FTBA 268 (August 1939): 31-32.

(3) Now part of Isesaki Ft#ulif city, Gunma #fF prefecture.

(4) The transcription closely reflects the layout of the original document. However, we have chosen to render kanji that appeared in
their old forms (kyijitai |[H7{F) i.e. sho i and en |8 in their modern forms (shinjitai #i 7fF) i.e. sho il and en F. This is partially
for readability, but also follows the conventions used for similar documents in the Isesaki shishi ¥Rt . See: Isesaki-shi &l
i, ed., Isesaki shishi, shiryohen 2, kinsei Il (machikata to murakata) FEAIGTRS SRR 2 Et O (W5 &K 5) (Isesaki:
Isesaki City, 1989), 263-271.
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Meiwa 8 [1771], Year of the Rabbit, 8™ month.

[Addressed to] Ishihara Gidayt

Notes

Certificates of religious affiliation had originally been
developed in the 1610s when they were used to certify
that apostate Christians had become parishioners at a
Buddhist temple, however, from 1638 this system was
expanded so that all Japanese residents were required
certification.” As such, these certificates were even
being produced in areas that had extremely limited or
no contact with Christianity including, for example,
the region in which the certificate discussed here was
produced.(ﬁ) These documents were annually submitted
to the local authorities such as a magistrate of religion
(shiimon bugyo 57F1Z81T) or magistrate of temples
and shrines (jisha bugyo S§1LZ21T), which gathered
the data recording it in bound volumes known as
shitmon aratame cho 5EIR (also known as shiimon
ninbetsu aratame cho SEFIABIEIE amongst other
names).m In Isesaki domain (Isesaki-han HEMRTE),
the collection of these registers usually occurred in the
8" or 9" month.” This is reflected in the dating of the
shiishi shomon being described here which was pro-
duced in the 8" month of 1771.

There are a number of details that we can ascer-
tain about the document beyond its immediate
contents. For example, although the specific people
noted differ, the phrasing used in the document
matches other certificates of religious affiliation and
related documents from the area from throughout the

202543 H

Edo period.(9> This seems to suggest that shishi
shomon created in Isesaki domain were written
according to certain formula and that the document
transcribed here represents a typical example of a cer-
tificate of religious affiliation from the domain.
Indeed, comparison to other shiishi shomon from the
domain suggests that it was typical for these docu-
ments to only name the family head (in this case
Inosuke), whilst referring to others by their relation-
ship to the family head (in this case segare P or
son).(w) This does not, however, appear to have been
the case with shiamon aratame cho, which according
to the Isesaki shishi fFEWFTH S, listed the names of
all male members of the family, whilst noting female
members only by way of their relationship to the fam-
ily head and thus omitting their names."’

It is also possible to ascertain some details about
the biography of the addressee, Ishihara Gidayd. In
1780, Gidayt, who was then 47 years old, is listed as
serving in a number of roles for Isesaki domain includ-
ing as magistrate (bugyo Z{7T ), magistrate of temples
and shrines (jisha bugyo J§117%47), a village headman
(monogashira '§8)," inspector general (ometsuke K
H ), and head accountant (motojime G ¥ )59 At that
time, he was the third highest earning domanial offi-
cial holding 130 koku 41 (a measurement of land
based on its rice production capabilities).m) From these
details we can conjecture that at the time that the
shiishi shomon being explored here was composed,
Gidayi was approximately 38 years old. Furthermore,
since shiishi shomon were submitted to the magistrate
for temples and shrines, we can also assume that he
was already serving in this role in 1771 due to his

(5)  Tamamuro Fumio, “The Development of the Temple-Parishioner System,” Japanese Journal of Religious Studies 36, no. 1 (2009):

16-22; Tamamuro Fumio, “Local Society and the Temple-Parishioner Relationship within the Bakufu’s Governance Structure,” Japa-

nese Journal of Religious Studies 28, no. 3 (Fall 2001): 261-262.

(6) For a history of the Catholic missions to the region of modern-day Gunma in the 16™ and 17" centuries, see: Gunma-kenshi hensan
iinkai LR X AEB SR, ed., Gunma-kenshi, tsiishihen 6, kinsei 3 FEFULe WS 6 Wit 3 (Maebashi: Gunma-ken,

1992), 609-615.

(7)  Tamamuro, “The Development of the Temple-Parishioner System,” 22; James Harry Morris, “Anti-Kirishitan Surveillance in Early

Modern Japan,” Surveillance & Society 16, no. 4 (2018): 418-421.

S 2 UE (Isesaki: Isesaki City, 1993), 205.

(8) Isesaki-shi 24T, ed., Isesaki shishi, tsiishihen 2, kinsei {t4AI% i 52

(9) See transcriptions of other such documents in: Isesaki-shi, ed. Isesaki shishi, shiryohen 2, 263-271.

(100 Isesaki-shi, ed., Isesaki shishi, shiryohen 2, 263-271.

(11) Isesaki-shi, ed., Isesaki shishi, tsiishihen 2, 204-205.

(12 This might denote him as a family elder, head of a town or village etc.

(13 Kurosawa Tetsu HiR¥, “Isesaki-han no daikan ni tsuite” PHEMRTEDIENIZ DWW, Isesaki shiwa PHEAMRHIEE 57 (November
1962): 15.

14 Ibid.
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being named on the document.

There is very little we have been able to ascertain
about the primary subject of the document, Numata
Inosuke. The inclusion of his surname appears to be
rare since other shiishi shomon recorded in the Isesaki
shishi usually record only first names.”” While we
cannot determine with certainty why his surname was
included, it may suggest that he had comparatively
high wealth or social status, or that there were other
reasons for singling him out. The document records
that Inosuke was from Shiba Town, which was part of
Isesaki domain following its creation in 1681 to the
end of the domanial system in 1871."9 The document
also informs us that Inosuke was a parishioner of
Senryiji, a temple that is located in Shiba Town to this
day, and which issued this certificate. The temple was
established in 1394 and belongs to the Enkakuji Rinzai
Sect (Rinzai-shii Enkakuji-ha &% 57 M HFIR) of Zen
Buddhism, having become a branch temple of
Enkakuji in 1685.1 According to research conducted
by Tachibana Tard in the 1930s, both Shiba Town and
Senrytji have a long association with the name
Numata with a number of residents and parishioners

sharing the surname.”®

= =
= o

Isesaki-shi, ed., Isesaki shishi, tsiishihen 2, 679.

= =
o
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Notes on a document recording the death
of the descendant of a Christian (ruizoku)
from Mori Village, Usuki Domain

MORRIS, James Harry and DUDUS, Damian”

Introduction

This document from 1726 (Kyoho 4% 11) reports the
death of a man by the name of Uheiji F=F-¢X. The
36cm by 24cm document describes Uheiji’s family
history as well as his mother’s past exposure as a
secretly practicing Christian. This article includes a
transcription, translation, and notes on the document
with the hope of exploring not only the contents of
this text, but also making the contents of similar docu-
ments more accessible to an international audience.

Transcription”

= AR A I —
R ZHRZXFE #*
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— fllgm X ARIE MK *
KB T Em g B R A 5
it &R B jf g & T B W g%
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Translation”

Memorandum

A person from Mori Village who was born before his
mother’s capture for being a Christian.”’
Uheiji, [in this Year of the Horse](s) 67 years old, Son

of Shio, Daughter of Jirdemon of [Mori](6) Village.
Parishioner of Zen Sect Temple, Hounji.

This person suffered from an illness and died on the
15" day of the 12" month of the Year of the Horse
[1726].

Shio, the mother of the aforementioned Uheiji and the
daughter of Jiroemon of Mori Village, was arrested on
account of her being a Christian in Kanbun 7 [1667],
the Year of the Sheep.

She gave birth [to Uheiji] prior to her arrest.
Kanzaburd, the father of the aforementioned [Uheiji],
was the child of Kichizaemon of Tsumori Village
within Nobeoka Domain, and as such is also the
descendent of a Christian [ruizoku].

I am hereby diligently reporting this fact.

Kyoho 11 [1726], Year of the Horse, 12™ month, 15®
day.
Kichiemon, the Head of Mori Village <Stamp>

(1) We would like to express our thanks to Prof. Sato Katsura &4 > & (Aoyama Gakuin University) who was consulted on some
parts of the transcription. The publication was made possible through a DNP Foundation for Cultural Promotion Graphic Culture

Research Grant and a Waseda University Grant for Special Research Projects.
o .. . . . ER)
(2) The transcription follows the layout of the original. For readability purposes, we have chosen to transcribe two lines Do At
% and FRATERE AT (FN) as continuous text, however, in the original document these lines were in fact separate and adja-

cent to each other (see image in the appendix). Parts of the text are damaged and unreadable. The rear of the document includes a
short note in the bottom left stating + . H /N H suggesting it was written the day after Uheiji’s death.
(3) Square brackets have been used to add clarity, but reflect content that does not appear explicitly within the document.

65



66

FPRREHA AR EM AT 917 %5

[Addressed to] Uno Niemon
Okabe Sanzaemon
Owaki Giemon

Notes

Christianity in Bungo and the Bungo
Kuzure

The Catholic mission to Bungo #f% began when
Francis Xavier (1506-1552) visited the province fol-
lowing an invite from Otomo Yoshishige K /7§
(1530-1587, later known as Sorin 5%J#) and news of
the arrival of a Portuguese ship captained by Duarte
de Gama (date of birth and death unknown) in the
summer of 1551." Bungo was a primary focus of the
early mission, serving as the Jesuits” headquarters fol-
lowing the relocation of mission superior Cosme de
Torres (1510-1570) from Yamaguchi [/l to Funai Ji§
P in 1556.®) The Jesuits constructed medical facilities
and a college within the domain, however, conflict in
Kyushu and later nationwide anti-Christian policies
led to the decline of Christianity in the area.” In 1575,
Sorin’s second son Chikaie #{% (1561-1641) was
baptized.(m) This was followed by numerous other con-
versions amongst Sorin’s family and retainers
eventually culminating in Sorin’s own conversion in

202543 H

1578."Y Due to the importance of Bungo to the mis-
sion and the Jesuits’ concerted efforts there, it comes
as no surprise that communities of converts continued
to exist in the region following the ban on Christianity
and the end of missionary activity in the country.

In 1657 the discovery of hidden Christians in
Omura K#} domain (known as the Kori kuzure H A
) saw some 608 hidden Christians arrested by the
ninth month of the following year.w During the same
year, the role of the shogunate’s head inquisitor
(shitmon aratame yaku 5R[IEF%) was taken over by
Hojo Masafusa JE5e7 (date of birth and death
unknown) potentially spurring a strengthening of
search efforts.” Following this, between 1660 and
1682 large numbers of Christians were arrested in
Bungo in an event known as the Bungo kuzure ‘8% A
1. Multiple figures have been given for the number of
arrests with the Oita shishi K43 Hi% ultimately con-
cluding that no set of figures are complete and that
over 1,000 people may have been arrested.”” Mario
Maregaw recorded 578 arrests in Usuki domain
(Usuki-han F¥53%), the location of Mori Village, with
57 of these arrests resulting in deaths (either through
execution or death during imprisonment).m In 1667,
when Shio was arrested, Marega records 19 arrests
(lower than the mean average of 31 arrests per year he

(4) Here we offer a verbose translation of the term honnin dozen A A\JFl#R which is used in these sorts of documents to refer to a per-

son who was born prior to one of their parent’s apostasies and should therefore be treated as an apostate Christian rather than a

descendant of one. A full explanation is offered in the Notes section of this paper.
(5) This section suffered insect damage and was completely illegible, however we have conjectured based on other documents that this

might be a note of the year.

(6) This section suffered insect damage, but partial visibility of the character and context allows us to infer that it is a reference to Mori

Village.

(7) Kataoka Yakichi Fy 5555, Nihon Kirishitan junkyoshi HAR Y o & V5% (Tokyo: Jiji Tsushinsha, 1984), 38.
(8) Jurgis Elisonas, “Christianity and the daimyo,” in The Cambridge History of Japan, vol. 4, Early Modern Japan, ed. John Whitney

Hall (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991), 317.

(9) Kataoka, Nihon Kirishitan junkyoshi, 115-119; Elisonas, “Christianity and the daimyo,” 338-341.
(100 James Harry Morris, “Evangelization and Indigenous Communities in Japan: 1549-1600,” in The Palgrave Handbook of the Cath-
olic Church in East Asia, ed. Cindy Yik-yi Chu and Beatrice Leung (Singapore: Palgrave Macmillan, 2021), 21-22.

=3
=

Ibid.

Kataoka, Nihon Kirishitan junkydoshi, 537.
Ibid., 538-539.

Oita-shishi hensan iinkai K251 £ & A%

= = =
L A S

2, ed., Oita-shishi (chii) K5is (4) (Oita: Oita-shi, 1987), 901-903.

=
o

Mario Marega (1902-1978) was a Roman Catholic priest who published on the history of Christianity in Japan and amassed a col-
lection of over 14,600 documents, many related to Christianity and the monitoring of apostates and their descendants in Bungo. See
description of Marega’s life and his collection in: Delio Vania Proverbio 7V 4 - &7 =7 - 7’0 x L €4, “Bachikan toshokan
shozo Marega shiryd-gun no denrai ni tsuite” /NF ¥ [XIFFEFTE < L HERHEEOZH DWW T, trans. Harada Akiko J5 HH i 75+
and Watanabe Chizuru J§34T#5 in Bachikan toshokan shozo Mario Marega shiryé no sogoteki kenkyi 73F 51V [XIFEEFTEE ~ U
F - 2L AEROBEMNZ, ed. Otomo Kazuo k& —H# and Ota Naohiro AH %% (Tachikawa: Kokubungaku Kenkyii
Shirydkan, 2022), 19-30.

(16)  Oita-shishi hensan iinkai, ed., Oita-shishi (chit), 903.



Notes on a document recording the death of the descendant of a Christian (ruizoku) from Mori Village, Usuki Domain

records between 1660 and 1679).(17)

Ruizoku aratame seido

The Ruizoku aratame seido FERRSUHIE (system
of recording descendants of Christians) was a system
that emerged during the 1670s and 1680s and was for-
malized under the rule of Tokugawa Tsunayoshi &)1
5 (1646-1709), by which the authorities sought to
check that the descendants of converts to Christianity
had not joined or continued practicing the religion.w
In 1695, a new series of rules for the system were
established, which meant that the male line of descen-
dants would be recorded and monitored for up to six
generations.ag) An important feature of this document
is the presence of the term honnin dozen K AI[GI5A,
meaning a child born prior to their parent’s apostasy
(and therefore to be treated, literally, “the same as the
said person”). In other words, martyrs, apostates, and
the children of apostates born prior to their parent’s
apostasy and who were baptized, were all treated the
same.” Uheiji is described as one such honnin dozen.
It was assumed or expected that honnin dozen had
been baptized prior to the apostatizing of their
parent(s).m) Children born after the apostasy, however,
would be counted as ruizoku Jl%—a term referring
only to descendants and relatives of the apostate (and
as such, confirmed non-believers), not the apostate
himself. The difference in treatment and categoriza-
tion as honnin dozen or ruizoku depending on when
the child was born, was explicitly recommended by
the shogunate as early as 1687 in an edict which stated
that the extent of ruizoku was to be the same as the

17 Ibid.

people for whom it was mandatory to observe the
practice of imigakari =¥ 1) (wearing mourning
attire after the death of a family member).m In prac-
tice, who exactly was counted as ruizoku was not
entirely consistent across different provinces and sub-
ject to small changes over time. There was some
variation in how many generations were classified as
ruizoku, depending also on the child’s gender. Overall,
the category was somewhat stricter in Usuki than in
some neighboring domains like Saiki {4111.%

According to Ohashi Yukihiro, the label of
ruizoku was only one of many categories used to
describe the population. It was not uncommon for
ruizoku and non-ruizoku to co-exist side by side not
only in the same communities, but even within one
family. He points out that situations where spouses
were affiliated with different temples (handanka V¥
%) were not unusual, and he argues that even by late
Edo period the concept of “religion of a household”
(rather than that of an individual) was still not a
mature one.?” Tt is also possible that the classification
as ruizoku in itself often did not cause an individual
much trouble in day-to-day life,” though Satd Akihiro
notes that there were potential limitations such a lack
of freedom of movement or freedom of location of
domicile.” Ohashi agrees that a generally negative
image of Christians and their descendants tended to be
strong in society.m

Figures in the Text
The document provides information about Uheiji and
his family. His mother was called Shio L % and was

(18 Kataoka, Nihon Kirishitan junkyoshi, 512-513; Shimizu Hirokazu J&/K§ki—, Kirishitan kinseishi %) > 2 V25 H[5% (Tokyo:

Kydikusha Shiippan Sabisu, 1986), 228-232.

(19 A full description of the system is offered in: Kataoka, Nihon Kirishitan junkyoshi, 513.

20 Kataoka, Nihon Kirishitan junkydoshi, 513.

(2) Tbid.; Sato Akihiro {5V, “Bungo shohan ni okeru ruizoku seido no tenkai” 8 #% 23 (2 3513 2 JEHIE O R in Bachikan
toshokan shozé Mario Marega shiryé no sogoteki kenkyii 3N F 71 ¥ [XBEEATEK ~ ) & - < L HFEROBA ML, ed. Otomo Kazuo
K& —Ht and Ota Naohiro K% (Tachikawa: Kokubungaku Kenkyii Shiryokan, 2022), 391.

22 Sato, “Bungo shohan ni okeru ruizoku seido no tenkai,” 384-385. See also: Kataoka, Nihon Kirishitan junkyoshi, 513.

23 Satd, “Bungo shohan ni okeru ruizoku seido no tenkai,” 407-410. Satd analyzes in great detail and compares the extent of the
ruizoku category and changes to it in Usuki and Saiki domains. He argues that those differences could result from differences in

adherence to imigakari in those domains, and that this was generally tolerated by the shogunate.

@4 Ohashi Yukihiro AA&=E2¢, “Kirishitan ruizoku aratame seido to mura shakai — Usuki-han no baai” ¥ ) ¥ & > SHfESHIEE & Rt
E—FFFE D6 — in Bachikan toshokan shozé Mario Marega shiryo no sogoteki kenkyii /3NF 71 v [XIEFETK~ ) 4 - v L A&
BORA 22, ed. Otomo Kazuo k& — Kt and Ota Naohiro X[ %# (Tachikawa: Kokubungaku Kenkyii Shiryokan, 2022), 360.

5 Ibid.

26 Satd, “Bungo shohan ni okeru ruizoku seido no tenkai,” 402-403.

@7 Ohashi, “Kirishitan ruizoku aratame seido to mura shakai — Usuki-han no baai,” 360.
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the daughter of Jiroemon yREBA#if"] from Mori Vil-
lage, and his father was Kanzaburd #) —Ff, son of
Kichizaemon /"] from Tsumori #<F Village.
According to the document, Uheiji was 67 years old at
the time of his death, meaning that he was born around
1659 and was aged approximately 8 years old at the
time of his mother’s arrest in 1667. We can ascertain
other details about these figures through the use of
other sources.

Marega’s Bungo kirishitan shiryé 1Y) 18
B and Zoku Bungo kirishitan shiryo st Y~ P
#t include details about Jirdemon and his family.
Jirdemon (aged 65 at the time) was arrested on the 5"
day of the 7" month of 1660 (Manji Jii 3).% Follow-
ing this, his son Densuke {£7&% (27) was arrested on
the last day of the month, and another son Sensuke
91 (36) and servant Hikoshichi /£t (38) were arrested
on the 15™ of the following.m These four were sent to
Nagasaki, whilst a further child was captured and sent
to Nagasaki in 1662 (Kanbun €37 2).%" Jirsemon’s
wife (unnamed) is listed amongst 44 captured on the
28" of the 10™ month of 1668 (Kanbun 8) and she was
sent to Usuki.*? A son by the name of Risuke IS} is
listed amongst the dead children of prisoners with
Jiroemon’s wife noted as his mother.” Jirsemon’s
daughter Shio was arrested on the 3" day of the 4™
month of the Year of the Sheep (1667)(34) confirming
the account found in the document transcribed here.

The Marega Collection Database includes some
additional documents featuring a honnin dozen called
Uheiji from Mori Village, who is likely the same per-

SN
L X

Potentially read Dennojo.
Marega, Zoku Bungo kirishitan shiryo, 5, 6.
Ibid., 270, n. 14.

@ @
8 88

kirishitan shiryo, 143, 270, n. 14.
(83 Marega, Zoku Bungo kirishitan shirya, 270.
(4 Ibid., 34.

son as the subject of this death certificate. Uheiji’s son
called Roku 7~ is listed as being born on the 17" day
of the 1 month of 1689 (Genroku JC#% 2).% If we
conjecture that this was a conventional name (a lot of
male names included a numeral to indicate the order
of their birth), then Roku would have been Uheiji’s
sixth son. On the 25" day of the 7™ month of 1735
(Kyoho Ff& 20) Uheiji’s granddaughter Natsu 72D,
the daughter of Choroku 75 (potentially the same
person as Roku) was born, and his great grandson
Kesamatsu 2222 was born on the 18" of the 6™
month of 1748 (Enkyo #%E %% 5) to Choroku’s son,
Yoshizaemon HiZef["1.% 1t is interesting to note that
Uheiji’s family temple (danna-dera FEHRF) is listed
as Chofukuji FAH3F rather than Hounji £525%. Both
Chofukuji and Hounji were Zen temples located in
Yokoo HifE Village.” Whilst the specific sect that
Chofukuji belonged to is uncertain, Hounji belonged
to the Rinzai Sect Myodshinji School (Rinzai-shii
Mydshinji-ha B 53000 5 IR).%

We have been unable to find additional informa-
tion about Kichizaemon or Kanzaburd, though the
Mori Village’s Headman Kichiemon features in at
least 89 documents in the Marega Collection Data-
base.”” He appears to have been serving in the role
from at least 1712 (Shotoku 1EfE 2) to 1729 (Kyoho
14). Uno Niemon, also known as Taga Niemon % #{_.
#i15, was the local magistrate (bugyo Z47)™ and
Okabe Sanzaemon and Owaki Giemon were likely
also important officials in the domain.

Mario Marega ¥ ') 7 + ¥ L 7, Zoku Bungo kirishitan shiryo %885 FF908} (Tokyo: Don Bosukosha, 1946), 2.

Mario Marega ¥ V) 4 - ¥ L #, Bungo kirishitan shiryo %Y1 Bl (Beppu: Sarejio-kai, 1942), 16; Marega, Zoku Bungo

(5 Otomo Kazuo k% —H#E and Mino Yukinori —¥$474&, eds., Bachikan toshokan shozé Mario Marega shiryd: Gaiyé to shokai 73 F
BV XEREATE ) & - v L AER B & T (Tachikawa: Kokubunken Kenkyt Shiryokan, 2021), (54).

(86 See A20.2.2.6.57 and A20.2.2.9.13 in the Marega Collection Database: “A20.2.2.6.57,” Marega Collection Database, accessed Sep-
tember 29, 2024, https://archives.nijl.ac.jp/marega/data/Marega%20A20.2.2.6.57; “A20.2.2.9.13,” Marega Collection Database,
accessed September 29, 2024, https://archives.nijl.ac.jp/marega/data/Marega A20.2.2.9.13. Yoshizaemon might also be read Yuzaemon.

(87 Sakurai Nariaki B, “Usuki-han no kirishitan kinsei to jiin” FAFFED £ 1) & & V25 & 5%, in Bachikan toshokan shozo
Mario Marega shiryé no sogoteki kenkyii 755 7 ¥ [IEBHET i~ ) 4 - = L # R OBRA MWL, ed. Otomo Kazuo K/t and
Ota Naohiro A 4% (Tachikawa: Kokubungaku Kenkyt Shiryokan, 2022), 419.

(9 Ibid.

(B9 See: Search of the Marega Collection Database, accessed September 29, 2024, https://archives.nijl.ac jp/marega/search/results?all=
%E6%A3%AE%E6%9D%91%E5%BA%84%E5%B1%8B%E5%90%89%E5%8F%B3%E8%A1%9B%E9%96%80&num=50
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