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Does Media’s Political Reporting Affect People?

My research focuses on the impact of political reporting by the media on people in Japan. The word media as used in this
paper refers to mainstream media outlets including television, radio, newspapers, and magazines. In previous research in the
field of communication, it has been said that political consciousness of citizens is unaffected by the media. However, because
it was based on results verified in the United States, where the degree of trust in the media (Media Trust, hereafter simply
referred to as MT) is low in the world, | believe that this does not apply in the same way to Japan, where MT is high. Therefore,
| am conducting various surveys to verify how people in Japan, where MT is high are exposed to political reporting in the
media and how they are affected by it.

What Is the Impact of Television Political Reporting?

During the 2010 Upper House election, | focused on televised election coverage and examined whether it affected the
political consciousness of voters. | divided television coverage into three categories: positive coverage, negative coverage, or
neutral coverage for each political party. | then asked voters the names of the political parties they planned to vote for, the
names of the television programs they watched, and the names of the political parties they ultimately voted for to see if there
had been any changes in their voting behavior. My survey encompassed 600 men and women across Japan. When subjects
were exposed to a higher volume of negative reports about the party for which they planned to vote for, the rate of voting
without changing the party for which they planned to vote was 25.7%, and 28.7% changed the party to vote for, which
resulted in a 3% change in voting behavior. In other words, the survey revealed that in Japan, where MT is high, although
political coverage by television might be moderate in quantity, it affects the political consciousness of voters.

What Are the Criteria for Selecting Information to be Disseminated by the Media?

Next, | examined eye movements of surveyed subjects (73 Japanese students) when they were exposed to media information.
| showed them a screen with written opinions in favor of and against the restart of a nuclear power plant, and measured their
viewpoints by machine. The figure captures eye movements of one survey subject, but the results indicate that other survey
subjects followed the opinions for and against using the same eye movements, regardless of their personal opinions.
Furthermore, | created a pseudo-site that offered articles about politics and investigated which articles were viewed, and for
how long. In order to compare by country, | targeted Japan, where MT is high, Germany, where MT is medium, and the United
States, where MT is low. While respondents in all countries tend to view at articles that matched their own opinions longer,
respondents in the United States, which has a lower MT, tend to do so more than those in other countries. | also found that
people in Japan, which has a high MT, also view articles that differ from their own opinions than the United States.




