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Knowledge Districts: Urban Planning and Design in the Age of Knowledge Economy 

 

Over the past 20 years, significant amount of human and financial resources has been invested in 

Knowledge City (KC) policies by many municipalities and regional governments around the world. And, 

the concept of KC is widely acknowledged by urban planners and policy makers now. However, 

KC-related policy menus that are actually implemented vary among cities and regions. Most of such 

policies are almost intuitively determined by local governments and authorities. As a result, in some cities, 

their KC policies are criticized for being just a hype or a nice-sounding excuse for unnecessary public 

works. 

 

The biggest problem is that there is no KC planning theory that is comparable to the already 

well-established planning theories for industrial and residential areas. The main reason for the absence of 

theory on KC planning is probably because the scale of “city” is too large to build concrete planning 

theory. Actually, most of existing planning theories target district scale design which is much smaller than 

“city”. Existing KC planning needs to be upgraded to a more concrete Knowledge District (KD) planning 

with clear spatial design principles. 

 

To realize it, we should learn from successful examples of KD that have been generated endogenously. 

While many completely new KCs have failed, there are a few examples which have succeeded in 

industrial transformation and rebranding of the areas. And, many of these are KDs that are not created 

separately from the existing urban areas, but embedded inside (Embedded-type KDs). 

 

In the lecture, I will introduce some of my research results that analyzed districts with high-performance 

knowledge creating business activities. Specifically, I will explain the following two points that are 

essential for establishing a district-scale urban planning theory to support knowledge creating businesses. 

(1) District scale location determination mechanisms of knowledge creating businesses. (2) Diverse 

approaches of urban planning interventions in district scale to support activities of knowledge creating 

businesses. 


