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Surviving the Sanctuary City: Ordinary suffering and asylum-seeking work among Nepali 

New Yorkers 

 

Abstract: 

This presentation is an overview of my upcoming monograph-- Surviving the Sanctuary City-

-an ethnographically derived, situated analysis of suffering and seeking asylum in the 21
st
 

century United States. The paper highlights how asylum-seeking fuses the intense and the 

performative with the repetitive and the mundane. Nepalis often described the experience of 

this merging as ‘making paper’ (kaagaz banaune), referring to drawn out bureaucratic 

processes, and ‘suffering’ (dukkha) as they prepared and ultimately delivered their asylum 

testimonies. I argue that the consequences of combining these seemingly disjointed 

experiences are far-reaching, including a rise in interior immigration enforcement; production 

of new migrant legalities, including temporalization of labor and the formation of precarious 

claimant-workers.  


