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The Politics of Diaspora: Afro-Brazilian’s Use African Americans in Activist Contexts 

 

Abstract: 

Using data from Afro-Brazilian cultural productions, this paper examines the ways in which 

African American ideas and histories migrate to Brazil and are deployed by Afro-Brazilians 

in their own political manifestations. Scholars have framed Brazil and the United States as 

racial opposites, where the racism and concrete racial lines characterize the United States 

and cordial race relations and racial fluidity characterizing Brazil. By including African 

Americans in their moves for black visibility Afro-Brazilians enact a counter-narrative that 

posits the similarities in the experience of racism and challenges Brazil’s past and present 

claims to racial exceptionalism. 

 

 


