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ABSTRACT:

This presentation explores how emigrants keep their political ties with their countries of origin for a
very long time after the initial migration. As a striking example of these political ties, | outline the
spreading practice of external voting, that is, the possibility of voting in national elections from
abroad. Second, | give an overview of my current research project, which aims to explain the
external voting behavior of Turkish, Polish and Italian immigrants in Germany, and especially the
high levels of support that populist parties find among these groups. This project is mainly based on
a survey that is still in the process of implementation, but also includes a number of qualitative
interviews with people from the same groups. | then conclude by presenting some preliminary
findings from these interviews.



