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Professor, University of British Columbia/WIAS visiting fellow : 11:00~11:40

Title: The rise and fall of Japan and "Japan studies" overseas

Studying a particular country or region in the
world is typically called an area study at
universities in North America. Even though a
particular country could be studied from the
perspective of any academic discipline, the
primary focus of a traditional area study is often to
study broadly defined topics in humanities, culture,
history and other areas in social sciences with a

liberal arts orientation.

Japan as a subject of an area study in the context discussed above was, and still is to a large extent what
constitutes Japan studies at many universities in North America. There are some differences among
institutions  in terms of what subjects and topics are included in so-called Japan studies. Some include
language instructions while some focus more on Japan’s contemporary culture than history and politics.

As Japan’s relative importance in the world economy, business and economics, diplomacy, politics,
technology and other areas began to increase in the 1980s, “Japan studies” programs at a few North
American universities with traditional interest in Japan began to expand to include these more
policy-oriented areas.

These expansions were often made possible with at least some financial subsidies from Japanese sources.
The organizational forms with which these expansions took place at these universities were
institution-specific to some extent but have followed certain common patterns of developments.

As Japan entered the long recessionary period after the burst of a financial bubble in the 1990s, the
policy oriented aspects of Japan studies have receded markedly. The loss of public interest in Japan in
this declining context, as well as the dried up financing from Japanese sources might explain this behavior.
However, it was also recognized that some areas of Japan studies, particularly Japan’s contemporary
culture, have turned out to be a robust topic of interest among the public.

In this presentation we discuss the rise and fall of certain aspects of Japan studies at some North



American universities, their organizational evolutions, public interest in Japan studies and other related

topics.
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Title: Nonequilibrium statistical mechanics for isolated quantum many-body systems

We show our recent attempts to construct nonequilibrium statistical mechanics. This topic ranges from
fundamental questions on the arrow of time to the practical analysis of condensed matters. The arrow of
time shows that almost everything irreversibly evolve to thermal equilibriums. It gives the distinction
between the past and the future. Here, the thermal equilibrium state is chaotic and characterized by a
balance between the time forward and reversed microscopic motions. Equilibrium statistical mechanics
provides us a general and powerful theoretical framework to analyze many-body systems. Indeed, almost
all the material systems can be analyzed by the principle of maximum entropy and the method of partition
function. On the other hand, the nonequilibrium systems are much more difficult due to its macroscopic
dynamics. In the presence of external perturbations, it is possible to derive nontrivial thermodynamic
relations under the assumption of the initial canonical state. Thus, the justification of the use of the
canonical state is of fundamental significance. The thermal nature can be understood as a common
property shared by the majority of the pure states of quantum many-body systems. Here, the principle of
quantum mechanics such as the uncertanity and superposition play important roles.

We also show a practical aspect of the thermal nature of the pure states.



