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“An Introduction to the Economics of Homo Loquens — How Do Language and

Social Norms Coevolve? —”

An introduction of game theory and experiments has significantly expanded the scope of
economic research. By means of these research tools, economists now investigate not only market
mechanisms and the world or an individual country’s economy but also social preferences, such as
altruism and reciprocity, and culture-dependent norms. As more experimental results have been
revealed, however, it has become clear that many of them cannot be successfully explained by the
existing economic theory. Thus, developing a unified theoretical framework that explains most, if
not all, of the experimental results is a pressing issue for economic theorists. I propose “language” as
a candidate of such a framework and explore, in particular, how language and social norms coevolve

into those specific to each culture when people engage in collective production and bargain over the




distribution rule of their products.



