
Five years have passed since the establishment of the Waseda 

Institute for Advanced Study (WIAS) of Waseda University, and 

now there are about 600 Japanese and overseas applicants 

for the employment quota of ten people. Currently, we have 38 

researchers and have produced a total of 38 researchers.

During these five years, WIAS has yielded results in three 

different aspects. One is the contribution to the improvement 

of the standard of research at Waseda University. By offering 

posi t ions to concentrate upon study to excel lent  young 

researchers, both Japanese and international, we have produced 

many research results. The second is international academic 

exchanges. WIAS invites researchers working at the forefront 

throughout the world and through seminars and workshops, 

promotes substantial exchanges throughout the university. The 

third is the improvement of our global presence. Last October, we 

were invited to an international conference of representatives from 

advanced study institutes established by major universities around 

the world, and detailed discussions took place about future 

international collaboration. In addition to those research institutes 

with which we have already concluded agreements, we plan to 

further expand exchanges.

We continue to provide leading researchers with forums for study 

and plan to promote interdisciplinary study taking advantage of 

WIAS as the gathering place of researchers without limitations of 

fields. WIAS has a quality study environment, mutually stimulating 

colleagues and staff to support them, and exchanges with a large 

pool of researchers from Waseda University. We are confident it 

is a forum meeting sufficient conditions for spending young days 

and making a great leap forward as a researcher. We hope that 

researchers at WIAS engage themselves in world-class creative 

activities and do their best with great targets.

Ideal environment 
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Exchange information in a relaxing atmosphere

Lunchtime Seminar
Once a month, while having refreshments during lunchtime, they 

exchange updates and information. Different from monthly workshops, 

there is a casual atmosphere, participated by about 10 members. Each 

time, researchers set up themes and discuss topics such as “Science 

and politics,” “Disaster and science,” “Modern Japanese art,” “Space 

development and utilization” and “Acquiring research expenses.”

It is a place to talk to people of the same generation 
in a relaxing mood. It also encourages me 
on a mental level.

I have a lot to learn from 
researchers of other fields, 

for example, how to make explanations.

First step to  
interdisciplinary study

Symposium
WIAS helps its researchers with their 

expenses when they plan symposiums 

and seminars. Last December, Akhiro 

Tanaka, Assistant Professor, studying 

human emotion recognition systems 

and Shinya Fujie, Assistant Professor, 

studying audio conversation system 

of robots, util ized this support. In 

spite of their different fields of study 

being psychology and engineering, 

there are many things in common, and 

through deepening understanding of 

each other’s study, an interdisciplinary 

symposium was realized.

Thinking that my study theme
 may be linked to someone else’s

 is the true joy of WIAS.

I hope to learn about each other 
through symposiums and 
lead it to joint research. symposium

On the day of news gathering, Hirofumi Notsu, Assistant Professor, 

gave his presentation entitled, “Numerical schemes based the 

method of characteristics and numerical analysis,” while Takahiro 

Odaka, Assistant Professor, gave a lecture on “The Emergence 

of Pottery in the Near East: Recent View from Tell el-Kerkh, the 

Northern Levant.” A broad spectrum of themes is unique to WIAS 

having themes as many as the number of researchers.

As a researcher, 
I want to present results that

I can be proud of.

For a person in their thirties, 
it is a time to deepen specialization. 
To avoid narrowing my views, it is 
a precious opportunity to listen to 
things about different fields. 

monthly workshop

Researchers from different fields 
giving mutual stimulation

Monthly Workshop
Once a month, a monthly workshop is held with 

the presence of all researchers. Two researchers 

present research results up till that point, and 

Q&As are  act ive ly  exchanged.  A  quest ion 

may stimulate interest in mutual studies, and 

researchers  may s tar t  mutual  exchanges. 

Workshops are open to the public, and their results 

are later announced upon the WIAS website.

Monthly Workshop
ht tp : / /www.waseda. jp/wias/achievement/
month lyconference/ index.html

HP

Date Presenter Presentation theme

2010
Nov. 10

K. Endo Next Benchmark and Development in Organic Chemistry

N. Shichijo Dynamics of Scientific Research

Dec. 8
J. Nishinaga New devices using organic and inorganic semiconductor hybrid systems

A. Bugaeva
Ainu applicative: A major challenge for linguistic typology from a minor 
language

2011
Jan. 12

S. Suzuki Measurements of physical properties of liquids in space environment

T. Hieda Political Economy of New Social Risks

Mar. 9
Y. Honma

Estimating and Controlling a Sequence of Flows in Information Social 
Systems

Y. Kamijo An analysis of keyword auctions

Apr. 15
M. Konishi Is Chronic Health a Normal Good?

S. Iguro
Disappearing water and appearing steles: 
Environment and Society as seen in the historical method of water usage

May 13 N. Kodama
East Japan Earthquake―  Seeking earthquake disaster mitigation strategy 
and measures against possible strong earthquakes ―

Jun. 10
K. Takizawa

Space―Time FSI Modeling and Dynamical Analysis of Spacecraft 
Parachutes

Y. Yuan
Productivity impact of technology spillover from multinationals to local firms: 
Comparing China’s automobile and electronics industries

Gathering of the wise across fields 
promoting interdisciplinary study
WIAS has two special characteristics.

One is that it is an independent research institute not belonging to any organization at Waseda 

University. The other is that it gathers first-tier young researchers from human, social and natural 

sciences without a limitation on fields. The latter characteristic makes interdisciplinary exchanges 

possible, expands the views of researchers, and gives substantial stimulation to research activities and 

morale. To fully exert such characteristics, WIAS continuously hosts monthly workshops and lunchtime 

seminars to actively promote daily exchanges and also plans and operates interdisciplinary symposiums.

Return to Lineup

http://www.waseda.jp/wias/achievement/monthlyconference/index.html


This article describes the contents of study by a
researcher who belongs to WIAS and his or her true face.

We can read the emotions of a person who is 

smiling but crying at heart. This is because we 

judge a person’s emotion by totally recognizing 

it through not just facial expressions but also 

gestures, voice, and other multiple pieces of 

information. However, the way to do so may differ 

between Japanese people and people from abroad. 

So, like in actual daily life, based on multisensory 

information of facial (visual) and vocal (audio) 

expressions associated with the five senses, I 

conduct my research to clarify cultural difference 

when one recognizes others’ emotions.

In my research, we conduct experiments where 

videos recording facial expressions and voices 

when people use languages in different patterns 

are shown to participants, and we analyze their 

data. We need a large amount of data, but I didn’t 

have any difficulty in gathering participants. There 

was a case where after asking for applications at 

the university portal site in an evening, I had about 

100 applicants by the following morning. This 

is a big advantage of having a base at Waseda 

University.

Last year, when I published an article on a 

finding that “Japanese attach weight to voices 

when they recognize others’ emotion,” the article 

was published in an academic journal attracting 

attention in the field of psychology and introduced 

by newspapers in various countries as well as 

news sites. Currently, I have won research aid of 

SCOPE of the Ministry of Public Management, 

Home Affairs, Posts and Telecommunications, 

which has further driven the research, and I am 

working hard to discover more about the findings 

I reported last year.

Other than research, I edited a special feature 

of “Multisensory communication” in the “Cognitive 

Science” journal issued by the Japanese Cognitive 

Science Society. It will be issued in September 

this year. “Multisensory communication” is a 

new term I coined. I hope to explore it as a new 

research domain. In addition, it was a challenging 

experience to give a lecture to elementary school 

kids entitled, “Psychology of Communication: 

Explore the mechanism of mind from action,” at 

a parent-children seminar sponsored by Kumon 

Educational Japan in February.

WIAS is characterized by the fact that it has 

resea rche rs  i n  va r ious  f i e lds  o f  s tudy.  As 

my spec ia l i zat ion,  cogni t ive  sc ience,  is  an 

interdiscipl inary study across f ields such as 

information science and linguistics, I joined the 

institute expecting to meet researchers of different 

backgrounds. Last year, I planned and hosted 

a symposium on the theme of “Mult isensory 

communication” with Dr. Shinya Fujie who studied 

robotic communication. Depending on the field of 

study, such symposiums may be difficult, but they 

exert the uniqueness of WIAS and serve as good 

opportunities to appeal its presence.

In order to further vitalize exchanges among 

researchers, it is desirable to have a mechanism 

to maintain exchanges even after moving to other 

institutes. If WIAS creates encounters among 

researchers like a hub, I think possibilit ies of 

interdisciplinary studies will expand more.

Want to explore  research domain of 
“multisensory communication”

Part of the reason misunderstanding is caused in cross-cultural 
emotional communication can be explained by the difference of 
the weighting of facial and vocal expressions when one recognizes 
emotion. For example, the speaker (Japanese) suggests anger in his 
voice, whereas the listener with a different culture (Dutch) focuses on 
the smile and incorrectly understands the emotion of the speaker.

Cultural differences in 
emotion perception from 
facial and vocal expressions

Anticipating 
interdisciplinary studies 
taking advantage of the 
features of WIAS

Akihiro Tanaka
Assistant Professor 
(Psychology)

PROFILE
He graduated from School of Literature I, Waseda University in 1997. He received 
his PhD in Experimental Psychology from the University of Tokyo in 2004. He worked 
as a researcher at Tohoku University, the University of Tokyo, and Tilburg University, 
and was appointed to WIAS researcher in 2010. His research theme is “Cross-cultural 
study of multisensory perception of facial, vocal, and bodily expressions.”

ht tp : / /www.waseda. jp/wias/eng/researchers/p lof i le /prof_a_tanaka.html  HP

Speaker Listener

Anger = smile + angry voice Smile＋angry voice = joy

Verbal 
information

Non-verbal 
information

Facial, vocal, and 
bodily expressions, etc.

Misunderstanding
/friction

Disaccord

Is that so?

I’m angry!
Though I keep it to myself… Happy?

Rules of multisensory 
emotion expressions

Rules of decoding 
multisensory emotion

I installed a booth in my office and 

through the video utilizing advanced 

editing technology and laboratory work 

based on strict environmental setups, I 

have been able to make new discoveries.

WIAS

Return to Lineup

http://www.waseda.jp/wias/eng/researchers/plofile/prof_a_tanaka.html


Report

During the three years at WIAS, I was granted with valuable 

time and an environment to concentrate upon research 

activities. Researchers at WIAS have independent positions, 

and as I could have my own office in a good location in 

Nishiwaseda, I could smoothly promote joint research and 

exchange ideas with researchers and graduate students 

inside and outside the university. The advantage of the 

location was also useful for meetings with laboratory 

equipment suppl iers and recru i t ing part ic ipants for 

experiments, and I could immediately put my ideas into 

practice. What I would like to thank above all is the efficient 

support from the administrative staff. As they were willing to 

assist me in doing paperwork and preparing applications for 

external funding, I didn’t feel any inconvenience without a 

secretary. WIAS had many researchers awarded with various 

prizes and grants, and I could learn a lot about how to 

present research results and significance effectively.

While working at WIAS, I won Grants-in-Aid for Young 

Scientists (S) from the Japan Society for The Promotion of 

Science (JSPS) on the project titled “The neural mechanism 

of Bayesian integration in the perceptuo-motor system”. 

I  bel ieve the support from staff and influence by the 

researchers at WIAS was the great help to this winning. Right 

now, I work and study my research as Associate Professor 

of Research Institute of KUT, Kochi University of Technology, 

which has the slogan of “University not in Japan”. Professors 

in KUT are unique and active and inspire me as a researcher 

every day. Facing the future, while gradually being engaged 

in education, I continue to make efforts to achieve truly 

original results in my career.

Three years of concentration on study 

PROFILE
He graduated from School of Sport Sciences, Waseda University in 1994,
and received his PhD from the University of Tokyo in 2002. He worked 
as a researcher at National Rehabilitation Center for Persons with 
Disabilities, Faculty of Human Sciences of Waseda University and WIAS 
(2007-2009), and serves as current post since 2009. He won the Young 
Scientists’ Prize as part of the 2011 Commendation for Science and 
Technology by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology for his “Study on Spatiotemporal Adaptability of the body 
Perception” in 2011.

http://www.kochi-tech.ac.jp/kut_J/university/pdf/prof/miyazaki-makoto.pdfHP

Makoto Miyazaki 
(Cognitive Neuroscience, 
Sport Science)
Associate Professor
Research Institute of KUT,
Kochi University of Technology

I n nf o r m a t i o Request

On June 25 and 26, 2011, at the Fudan Institute for Advanced 

Study in Social Sciences (FIAS) of Fudan University in Shanghai, 

China, representatives from institutes for advanced studies 

around the world, especially those in Asia, got together and 

held an international conference. At the conference, WIAS 

and FIAS signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). Going forward, we expect the 

promotion of exchange and joint research among researchers in Asia, establishment of 

human networks and improvement of the standard in the field of social sciences.

Signed an academic exchange agreement 
with the Fudan Institute for Advanced Study in 
Social Sciences, Fudan University　

Report

Report

Status of external fund raising for FY2011
External funds our researchers have achieved this year are as follows (as of August 2011).

・Creative Scientific Research 1

・Scientific Research (B) 1

・Scientific Research (C) 4

・Grants-in-Aid for Young Scientists (A) 1

・Grants-in-Aid for Young Scientists (B) 18

・Research Activity Start-up 2

■Commissioned  
   Research 9

■Joint Research  3

■Donation 11

■Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research  27

Notice

Visiting fellows for 2011 selected
Every year, WIAS invites excellent researchers active in global forums from overseas. 

Seminars by such researchers are announced on the website as appropriate.

Raghavendra Rau, Professor, University of Cambridge  (U.K.) 
Field: Corporate finance 
Period of appointment: November 1, 2011 - December 31, 2011(scheduled)

Siegfried Boecherer, Professor, University of Mannheim (Germany) 
Field: Number theory, Automorphic forms 
Period of appointment: January 9, 2012 - February 11, 2012 (scheduled)

Michel Hochmann, Professor, Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (France) 
Field: Art history 
Period of appointment: March 1, 2012 - March 31, 2012 (scheduled)

Harold Bush, Professor, Saint Louis University (U.S.A.) 
Field: American literature and cultural studies 
Period of appointment: March 15, 2012 - May 14, 2012 (scheduled)

http://www.waseda.jp/wias/eng/researchers/plofile/visiting.htmlHP

Notice

This article describes former researchers at WIAS
who are now actively working at universities and companies.WIAS   

(Left)  At the laboratory of KUT 

with Dr. Koue Sakamoto, research 

associate

(Right)  Testimonial and medal 

of the Young Scientists’ Prize 

with staff of Research Support 

Department, Kochi University of 

Technology

Waseda Institute for Advanced Study, Waseda University 
1-6-1 Nishiwaseda, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169-8050, Japan
T E L : +81-3-5286-2460

F A X :+81-3-5286-2470
E-mail : wias-info@list.waseda.jp
U R L : http://www.waseda.jp/wias/eng/
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Waseda Institute for Advanced Study's public relations magazine

newsletter

WIAS was established in September 2006, and celebrated its 6th anniversary in 
September 2011. In order to promote understanding of WIAS activities for a further leap 
forward, we issue a semiannual newsletter. The next issue will be published in March 
2012. Please look for the next issue.

newsletter Editor's note
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