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From 8th to 23rd in February, we Hawaii Project stayed at Volcano in Hawaii to teach Japanese 
culture to the kids and enjoyed cultural exchange with the locals. Thanks to teachers and kids of 
VSAS, host families, former members and WAVOC staffs, especially Hariu-san, we can continue this 
project for 12 years. We are deeply grateful to you all. 
We held MTG steadily and tried to improve the project more. We had fears what we as students 
could do to VSAS, but we believe we contribute to VSAS a little to see the happy-faces of VSAS. In 
this report, we wrote the record of our activity as a whole and as an individual, the letters of thanks 
to host families, and so on. 
We hope you know our activity well through this report. 
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 We were faced to make the organization in Japan because we needed the connection with each 
project to make the project much better and the activity in Japan was getting more active. We 
started to discuss it from 2014, and divided the roles into a representative, a secondary 
representative (a project leader), an accountant, a publicist. Going to VSAS is the main activity 
traditionally, so we are still feeling our way in getting the new project and running. We discussed a 
lot so that it will be better one. 
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Waseda charity bazar was held on October 19th as a part of Tomon Festival. Tomon Festival is a 
festival for graduates of Waseda University. The proceeds are spent as activity funds. This time, the 
members who went to VSAS in 2014 bought post cards small cups, and so on and sold them there. 
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We WAVOC-VSAS took part in Waseda Festival on November 1st and 2nd. The theme was “Waseda�
Hawaii”. We divided the room into 4 spaces, sightseeing, nature, culture, and education for many 
guests to feel the atmosphere of Hawaii. We also prepared displays and the places we could take 
photos there. Many guests came to our booth. During the preparation to the Festival and talking 
with guests, we understood Hawaii deeper. Guests got to know Hawaii enjoying playing games and 
taking photos. 
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 We WAVOC-VSAS project participated in the presentation contest held by WAVOC on April 30. 
The theme was “We have to change! Social issues we found through the volunteer activity”. We 
reflected our activity, searched something strange in our activity, and discussed a lot what social 
structure is behind it. Our theme was “the power of steering of a ship”. We presented comparing the 
student of VSAS who can’t concentrate on her study because of the struggles in life with one of our 
members who is in the society focused on academic credentials. We used figures of speech like sea, 
ships and islands. With the power point which appeals the vision, we raised the question “Are we 
caught up in the society?” and “Are we steering of our ships by ourselves?” We got first place thank to  
efforts we think and discussed a lot. 
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2015 Spring 
:H@#�d  /  Theme 

� 
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� The Kanji of the theme of 2015 spring project is “Hana”. “Hana” simply means a flower in a daily 
life. However, there are two reasons why we choose this Kanji as the theme of this project.  

First, “Hana” expresses the process of the achievement of this project’s and each member’s aims 
clearly. This process is�� 
� Widening VSAS children’s horizons through Japanese classes. (sowing seeds) 
� Communicating with local people and members actively. (giving fertilizer and water) 
� Stimulating each member. (adapting to the environment and grow) 
� Understanding each personality and culture. (understanding beauty of other flowers) 
� Achieving each aim and making this project filled of smiles. (being in full bloom) 
We compare the process of the achievement of our aims to growing of flowers and hope our activities 
like Japanese classes (¬seeds) continue to affect something or someone after we left Hawaii 
(=flowers). 
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� Second, pronunciation of “Hana” is like that of “OHANA”, which means family in Hawaiian. We 
hope people who are involved in this project become a family like a big flower. 
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2/8 

Sun. 

�� �
 
class None 
]© 3S:)^���t�.N,S:T4KS%­��
�� 

notes We had orientation at Xanthe sensei’s house. 

 
  2/9 
 Mon. 

 �� �V´�£ (1st) x��§ (4th) ¬Wµ} (K) jz¸° (7/8th) 
class Yuuki Kusakabe Manami 

Kobayashi 
Riho Fujii Yuki Kimishima 

]© FO2T<61TO��a�½�¡��¨s�ic%���¤%\��� «

|¥Y%­��
�� 
notes The first day of Volcano school! At the morning assembly, we introduced 

ourselves using calligraphy. 

 
 2/10 
 Tue. 
 

�� �V´�£ (3rd) pnew (2nd) ¬Wµ} (3rd)  {�r (5/6th) 
class Yuuki Kusakabe Chihiro Otsuka Riho Fujii Satoko Ishikawa 
]© �¯��L/�P96S%h	�
�� 

notes We took a Yoga lesson at Cooper Center after school. (optional) 

 
 2/11 
 Wed. 
 

�� ±�Xq³ (K) �v��� (2nd) jz¸° (3rd)  {�r (7/8th) 
class Ryotaro 

Akamatsu 
Mitsuna 
Katayose 

Yuki Kimishima Satoko Ishikawa 

]© �
 
notes None 

 
 2/12 
 Thu. 
 

�� pnew (1st)  {�r (4th) x��§ (3rd) � ® � � »

(5/6th) 
class Chihiro Otsuka Satoko Ishikawa Manami 

Kobayashi 
Asuka Fukami 

]© �¯���JCD�?B-TGS6�¦¨½ 
notes JCD Practice after school 

 2/13 
 Fri. 

 Japanese Cultural Day (JCD)  
(DT5g� [Please see p.]) 

 2/14 
 Sat. 

 Z� U��E6;B'HNT��
�²�
�
�� 

holiday We spent all day pleasantly with host families. 

 
 2/15 

 fc E6;B'HNT��«��· 

Morning Free time with host families 

 Schedule for stay at Volcano 



 

 7 

 Sun. 
 

 f� �y�0JSC½0JSCB'*(��%�
��
�� 
Afternoon Camping at the beach at Punalu’u! We enjoyed many things such as s 

campfire. 

 2/16 
 Mon. 

 Z� AT8�E6;B'HNT�IS>T�²��«��· 

holiday Free time with host families and WAVOC students at the beach 

 
 2/17 
 Tue. 
 

 �� jz¸° (1st) �®��» (3rd) ¬Wµ} (2nd) ± � X q ³

(5/6th) 
 class Yuki kimishima Asuka Fukami Riho Fjii Ryotaro 

Akamatsu 
 ]© �
 

 notes None 

 
 2/18 
 Wed. 
 

 �� p n e w 
(4th) 

� v � � �

(K) 
� V ´ � £

(2nd) 
x � � §

(3rd) 
± � X q ³

(7/8th) 
 class Chihiro 

Otsuka 
Mitsuna 
Katayose 

Yuuki 
Kusakabe 

Manami 
Kobayashi 

Ryotaro 
Akamatsu 

 ]© �¯��BM7S6%[¼½ 

 notes Hula lesson after school 

 
 2/19 
 Thu. 
 

 �� �®��» (K) �v��� (1st)  {�r (3rd) _[�� (5/6th) 
class Asuka Fukami Mitsuna 

Katayose 
Satoko Ishikawa All members 

 ]© ��%lm���¥Y�"_[��%¿¾À~��­��
�� 

 notes We taught a class of Japanese districts to 5th and 6th students. 

 
 
 2/20 
 Fri. 
 

 fc �¡�r������b#�����%
���%���
�� 
Morning We said goodbye to VSAS students at morning assembly and we sang a 

song. 
 f� k�º����4K+/�!�FMS:)(�d 

Afternoon Volunteer activities of library organization and ginger picking 
  o =PG<u�7S6?T:)T�¶�#�
����
��¹�=R*���

&������ª�

$�������!�
�� 
Evening  Sayonayra Dance Party was held at home of Karl and Stacy Halemano. 

Eating delicious foods and really feeling the warmth of people in Hawaii, 
our stomachs and hearts were full. 

 2/21 
 Sat. 

 ¢���3S:)^��E6;B'HNT��b#%
��@Q¢�%`� 

A good-bye to Xanthe sensei and host families and departure for Hilo airport 
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Name: ÍN   Ü�äRiho Fujii 
 
Faculty (Grade): Culture, Media, Society   
                                  (Junior) 

 
Home class(teacher): 8th grade  
                           (Mr. Lawrence)   
         
Host family: The Halemanos 

 
� Qv&æv¾%±Ë����±Ë4Ý$1� #·y%P� %Øá�Å)0���#T�#Î
.
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 ��¼u#'�
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�

·y%P%�2�2%È�4¸Ó����1%
�½��2�2»"��È�4,�M��à/2�å

ÛÞ%C;>&W
�¤����2�C;>��1%
�Éd%C;>4[����0%¶��¯k�
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2�0�§�5��1©~4Ð1 �32�­��

#"0)���2 q�#�)
8F;4) +/2"�Éd%´h�4��1� ,�0)���%

.�"M��P P�O°��X0c�,%#«Ó&"� �+����1  ,#�`h�'�
�

���� �#¹)21�%ÂÞ��}e".�#��)��@H6 PJ�KPKP��2
/,Ú�1
z���0�C;>%ÂÞ4·y%P a¢��1,%����ª�����¡�#�ÈM4���


2� Xanthe]¹���,²
� Halemano���`"±Ë4���
2�WAVOC%Çt�5����
j)��
2�@H6 PJDIAJ�LÒ�ß3��
����`�%P#�Ö�������
/�0
� ����)��� 
 
� This is the third time for me to go to VSAS. The more times I go, the closer relationship with 
people there I can have, so it’s like a feeling to meet my family in Hawaii. While, I wondered I could 
return as much as people there accepted us warmly. Not forcing my idea on them, but am I able to 
understand their backgrounds? Tough we have different backgrounds each other, what is my best for 
2 weeks? Is it really my best? When I believed in my best and felt my way in acting, I saw children 
understand our culture and enjoy it. It made me relieved because I felt my efforts were rewarded. At 
the same time, I sometimes felt helplessness I could not manage classes. Trough this experience, I 
realized there was no correct answer to what people create by communicating each other and the 
atmosphere produced when we charged into was important. I hope Hawaii PJ will be the project 
where the ability each person has sparkles and share our best with people in Hawaii.  
 Finally, I really thank Xanthe-sensei, who pushed my back, Halemano Family, who always 
welcomed us warmly, WAVOC staves that support us to make a safe journey, Hawaii PJ members 
and my parents that support and encourage me, and all related with me. Thank you so much from 
bottom of my heart. 
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JAPANESE CLASSES 
 

ÀÏ  /  Lucky bags� 2nd graders 
|wP��£%	xº ��ÀÏ4×_�1 ��?EJ;4Ð

��M#W�_���1
3
/"�3
3
��­��4~Z

#,V���(�� ���ÄR�1� #®+)���ÀÏ%

Õ�486<  ,#Î�����/ÉÙ#ÀÏ%MÙ-³�4

 ��,/�)������¡�#�MÙ�Ð�"�Ï#�0Ã

�X��9J74_2�BG=I>�)���~Z%�\h-M

Ù4Ð1� ���"� ��¨�4�5�
2�©~4Ð1�

 ���)��� 
I watched the news that visitors who came to Japan as sightseeing bought fortune bags, and thought 
I would like children to feel the exciting feeling we do not know what are in lucky bags, so I decided 
to introduce it. After explaining lucky bags with quiz, I told children to imagine the inside of lucky 
bags and write lucky bags in Chinese characters. Finally, I presented them cakes made by origami 
covered with bags we cannot see inside of.  I could see children imagine and understand the idea we 
cannot see inside of fortune bags. 
 

Y  /  Samurai� 3rd graders 
·y�@H6%¬o4�5��1©~4Ð��µ�%�1�

£%¬o4U��� ��)���Y#���) +/2�

VTR 4~Z��#Ð���86<4��b�4¸Ó���
1
¿Ô�)���)��|wP%rg4Yâ%rg#{�

/21:6>����%��KPKP%rg4lf���m

�)������¡�#^4X0)����/# ��Y&

��ã¥*��1,%���%��Ês4����¦#mi

��
2)���   
In VSAS, I saw children learn the history of Hawaii before, 

and thought I would like to tell them the characteristics of the Japanese history. I showed them VTR 
which features Samurai, did quiz, and made sure whether they understand or not. Also, I brought 
the prints copied the Samurai names of each child as I found the sites which changes the names of 
foreigners into Samurai names. Finally, we made Kabuto by origami. For them, Samurai is little 
familiar, so they take part in the class with interest. 
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 It was the third time to come VSAS. I always feel like “I want to see how kids grew up”, then I’ve 
been keeping to participating in projects, and this time, I could see many differences from last year. 
Kids I have last year became 3rd grade, and they grew up a lot. I was really surprised that they could 
do what they couldn’t do last year. And kindergarteners, I have this time, was much smarter, and 
even artistic than what I’ve imagined. I got a lot of energy from them. They were always like “What’s 
Japan like?” “How do you say this in Japanese?”. They were really interested in Japan. I hope those 
interests and cultural experiences make their future good, in some way. In my room, I have posters 
that kids gave me on the last day. 1 year after, perhaps they will not remember this 2weeks with me, 
however, I believe that something is left in our minds, and that our bonds will make us strong. 
Thank you for all kindness and daily coffee, Erica! Thank you for all your supports, Xanthe-sensei! 
Thank you for hosting me again, The Orrs! And thank you for your supporting, all of host families. I 
can’t put my feelings into words. Thank you so much!  

Name: ¨`í� ­Ì  /  Yuuki Kusakabe 
 
Faculty (Grade): Culture,  Media, Society          
                                   (Junior) 
 
Home class (teacher): Kindergarten  
                            (Erica Jensen) 
 
Host family:  The Orrs 
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JAPANESE CLASSES 

 

¸�À  /  Ink Painting� 3rd graders 
 
 3�¿'¸�À(£²;�/���¬ë#k:8
7�#Ñ;¤��$�j�l;Îf��
$'�

�NZ?�;ò°'¸�À'¢��"25�/�

��×�g�58&��1Âù#Ý¾�&�")

��&��$3��'Ù��&�52�óª\z

½\PKYDVO&%n�å�&j��b,/�

�� 
 
� I introduced Ink painting (calligraphy 
drawing) to 3rd graders. First of all, I showed 

them some examples, and after that, they tried to draw Ink painting. It was hard for them to express 
what they want to only with black and white, but I could see many masterpieces like scenery, 
animals, petroglyph and so on. I was happy that they draw Hawaiian pictures in Japanese way!! 
 

��  /  Yokai� 1st graders 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  

1 �¿'¨¯(��;Îf�/�����$)¨
¯¶á'��7�½(�$#��¨¯(d·��

>MU�EEE(ø�ì	(^í;Úã��g�

#îæ��¹Ê\9�9õ&%(hÝÃ&��;

Îf���'��%2��'Ôs@WFLX(�

�;Ó
"25�/���¼;-��i(×;�


7�$(#�7�É&%�xéyå�&���

��â¿�/��� 
 
 

 I introduced Japanese Yokai to 1st graders. Yokai is something like creature, or ghost, Japanese 
folklore creatures. We watched a part of “Gegege-no-Kitaro”, Japanese famous animation, with 
English subtitle. Then, I introduced some examples like Kappa and Rokuro-kubi. 1st graders also 
tried to create their original Yokai. I was happy to see many creative creatures like the dinosaur that 
can blow the fire and change the color of its own body!  
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Name: �´    Ô  /  Manami Kobayashi 

 
 
Faculty (Grade): Social Studies (senior) 

 
 
Home class(teacher): 2nd grade (Mr.Cody) 

 
 
Host family: The Slantinskys 
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Before starting job hunting, I was thinking about my future. Also, I was looking back  Hawaii 
Project in 2013 spring because  it was the starting point of my university life. And I decided to 
take part in this project again because I though “I want to teach Japanese culture again. I want 
to see the students, teachers and host families again.” 
Of course, the trial and error was repeated many times but  this project was able to challenge 
many things because it was the second time for me. Through this project, I learned it is 
important to put ideas into action before I think too much. I will never forget student’s smiles 
and many words from Xanthe Sensei.  
Finally, I want to say thank you for Xanthe Sensei, the students, teachers, host families, and 
precious member. I hope for everyone’s future success. Thank you so much. 
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JAPANESE CLASSES 
�

Îu���Paper Cutting� 3rd, 4th graders�
�
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I introduced traditional Japanese performing arts called “Kamikiri.”  When students were folding 
and cutting origami, they looked uneasy. However, after opened it, their faces became smile. All the 
students created very beautiful kamikiri with origami. 

�

�

��½���Miso soup� 3rd graders 
�
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�
I introduced Japanese food “Miso-shiru” and cooked it with the students. First, we decided role 

allotments, and all cooked together. Finally, we were able to cook delicious miso-shiru. 

�
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“They are really good students!” This is what I want to say the most. This is my second time to visit 

VSAS, and I worked as an assistant teacher of 6th. Last time I came to Hawaii, I was an assistant 

teacher of Math, so I had to communicate with too many students and I couldn’t be involved with 

each student deeply. In this stay, my purpose was to be involved with students more and teach them 

something.  

They remembered me and when they knew I was an assistant of them, they looked so happy. That is 

what I was moved first. They were really good students. They were kind, friendly and they listened 

to me. 

What impressed me the most is Japanese class on Japanese culture day. I taught Japanese people 

and heart and soul of the Japanese to them. They listened to me and participated actively in the 

class. They said “Japanese people are awesome!” at the end of the class. I was really glad to hear 

that. 

The days when I spent in Hawaii are my precious memory. The students, the teachers, the host 

families, the member of this project, and the people who I met in Hawaii, I would like to say ‘Thank 

you very much!’ to you. I look forward to seeing you again. 

Name: lx� ÈÂ  / Yuki Kimishima 

 
Faculty (Grade):  Commerce (Sophomore)  
 
Home classÌ6th grade (Ms.Lisa) 

 
Host family: Elizabeth, Liam, and Casey 
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JAPANESE CLASSES 

 

�®  /  Ninja� 1st graders 
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The class was about Ninja, which is popular all over the world. I taught Ninja’s clothes and the way 

Ninja run, then we want out and I held “Ninja race”. They run like Ninja and hit a target with Ninja 

star made of origami. I hope they got interested in Ninja! 

 

��¿%�k¼µ  /  Japanese tongue twister�  

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 3rd,7th and 8th graders 
�  
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First, we reviewed basic Japanese pronunciation, then I introduced Japanese tongue twister like 

“raw wheat, raw rice, raw egg”. Finally, I held Japanese tongue twister competition. It’s hard for 

some students to pronounce, but they looked so excited! Tongue twister is effective to improve 

pronunciation, so I hope they remember Japanese tongue twister. 
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 In my second trip, I knew more the challenge and the pleasure of teaching Japanese culture than 
my first one and could see the growth of children. I realized the pleasure of teaching something to 
children, learning by teaching and sharing our feelings each other in my first one. Since then I 
wanted to know more about education and children. In this time, I gave more lessons than before. 
But when I stood in front of people at first, I was getting nervous and was not be able to give a lesson 
well. I didn’t have confidence in myself and I was depressed. After that, Ms.Xanthe and my members 
backed me up and I got a chance to try the lesson again. In my second lesson, I enjoyed my lesson 
following advices. When they said “Thank you” to me after class with their smile, my heart swelled 
with joy. Also, I was so happy to see children’s growth. I think there are teachers who are deeply 
concerned about children and a lot of nature around VSAS ,so children will be innocent and 
thoughtful. My happiest thing is to be able to participate in WAVOC-VSAS project. I’ll take the 
advantage of experiences in Hawaii and would like to think about challenge not only in Japan but 
also overseas. I want to repay for VSAS someday. Thank you everyone involved in this project. 

21

Name: Á�� §�  /  Satoko Ishikawa 
 
Faculty (Grade): Human Science (Junior) 
 
Home class (teacher): 1st grade (Mrs. Nelson) 
 
Host Family:  Gina, David and Dillon 
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JAPANESE CLASSES 
ìu¢  /  Froshiki(Japanese wrapping cloth) 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 3rd and 4th graders 
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At first, I explained the origin of this word, Froshiki, and how to 

use Froshiki. I wanted children to be interested in it, so I showed how to wrap a plastic bottle and 
some of them said “Wow” and “Cool”. After that, they wrapped books and made handbags using 
Froshiki. They put some things in it and showed me their bag happily. Using Froshiki is eco-friendly 
because we can use it instead of  a plastic bag. So I’m glad to remember it for children. 

 

ë£�  /  Kaomoji(Japanese emoticon)� 5th�8th graders 
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 There are many differences among Japanese emoticon and American one surprisingly. At first, I 
would like them to feel difference about emoticon of two countries , so I showed two countries 
emoticon. I took up some Japanese emoticon and gave quizzes about what feelings these emoticon 
express. After that, they made original Kaomoji by themselves. Komoji made by them had various 
feelings. At last, they introduced their Kaomoji to classmates! I was happy for them to think about 
their own Kaomoji hard in spite of first challenge for them. 
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That was my first visit to Hawaii and VSAS.I was a little nervous when I arrived at the airport, but 

Halemano family received us warmly. I’ll never forget the fun time that Halemano family. I miss the 
sound of the ukulele and beautiful songs that they sang. The sky full of stars we saw at the first day 
still come to my mind vividly. 
VSAS emphasizes the education of the creativity. At my class, to create a fan with the Japanese 

pattern folding papers, the students remembered the meanings of the patterns and to make 
interesting stories. I was so impressed by the fertile imagination. In Japan, we are taught to do same 
work completely, so like that of imagination can’t be developed. 
On week days, I stayed at my home class. I was so ashamed to speak bad English. The situation 

couldn’t be changed, when I did nothing at first day. Second day, I learned how to teach math and 
science by watching teachers and start to teach them. I also tried to eat lunch together with the home 
class students. They warmly welcomed me and began to talk about their selves gradually. I realized 
that the barrier was in my mind. I was helped by the home class students to learn the importance of 
assertive action. I was really happy to go Hawaii and VSAS and met kind soul people. Thank you for 
all the people who associate with Hawaii project. 

Name: ¥À� ��×   /   Asuka  Fukami 
 
Faculty:  Culture, Media, Society  (Junior) 
 
Home class:   7th grade (Mr. Welles) 
 
Home stay:  The Halemanos 
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JAPANESE CLASSES 
 

i�(��: �6  /  Making Japanese pattern fans 3rd graders 
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I wanted to introduce Japanese spirits through teaching the origin of Japanese pattern. The 

children remembered the meanings of the pattern and make their own story by using Japanese 
pattern folding paper. I taught them to write calligraphy on the fan. They were very good at writing. 
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I’m interested in educational support and communicating with many people who have different 

backgrounds and the way of thinking, that’s way I took part in this project. It is my first time to 
participate in this project, so I had a full of worries before visiting Hawaii. However, VSAS students, 
teachers and host families gave us a warm welcome so that I could spend two weeks in Hawaii 
without any anxiety. Of course, I sometimes felt irritated by my own lack of English ability so I could 
not have confidence to speak to VSAS students. But when I felt so, they spoke to me kindly and it 
made me think I want to improve my English skills and talk a lot of things with them. During my 
stay in VSAS, I feel that I learned many things from them much more than I taught them about 
Japanese. I want to thank everyone I met in Hawaii and project members, I could have unforgettable 
experience of my life. Thank you so much! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Name:��k��'�!  /  Mitsuna Katayose 

Faculty (Grade): School of Commerce 
(Junior)  

Home class(teacher):  3 rd grade (Ms.Worner)  

Host family:  The Slatinskys 
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JAPANESE CLASSES 
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/  Let’s make Japanese moving toy� 1st graders 
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I introduced what games Japanese children who are the same age as VSAS students often do in free 

time. And then they made a moving toy that was drawn ninja or a monkey by students. They have 
never seen it so they enjoyed making and playing it. They worked hard on making the toy and I saw 
many students drew their own unique ninja and animals on the paper. 
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� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Name: �}  q�  /  Chihiro Otsuka 
 
Faculty (Grade): Political Science and  
                 Economics (Freshman) 
 
Home class (teacher): 5th grade (Mr. Wells) 

 
Host family: The Halemanos 
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I had one of the greatest experiences in my life through this project. I was a little nervous about my 

English skills before I went to Hawaii, but people in Hawaii, including the children tried to 
understand what I wanted to say. I really felt the warmth of the people in Hawaii every day for two 
weeks. However, I became acutely aware of difficulties in teaching and my callowness as well. They 
are great motivators to do everything after my return. I also learned about Hawaiian culture and its 
history when I went on a field trip with the 3rd graders. I want to know more about these things. 
I participated in this project because I was attracted to this project’s philosophy, “Learning by 
Teaching.” I think that there are much more things I learned from children, host families and 
teachers than what I gave to them. If I go to VSAS again, I will try hard to serve them better. At last, 
I want to give my thanks to Xanthe sensei, the Halemano family and members of this project. I’m 
really happy to be part of the 2015 Hawaii Spring Project. Thank you so much. Mahalo! 
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JAPANESE CLASSES 
�¢'e¿³$c_  /  Japanese Traditional Jobs 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 1st and 2nd graders 
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 I taught a lesson about Japanese traditional jobs to 1st graders and 2nd graders. I introduced Sumo, 
Kabuki and Japanese drums to them. We made Denden drums. It was surprising that some students 
gave the correct answer immediately when I showed pictures of those jobs, for example, Sumo. When 
I said, “Let’s make a posture of Sumo,” students imitated my action and said “Dosukoi! Dosukoi!” 
After the lecture, we made original Denden drums which were decorated with origami paper and 
drawing paper. Each of the drums was a work of great individuality. I think they were so pretty. It 
stood out in my memory that many students were delighted to know that they could bring their own 
drums back home. I was really glad to see my students playing with Denden drums after school. 
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Name: µ�   Nkº  /  Ryotaro Akamatsu 

 
Faculty (Grade): Law (Sophomore) 

 
Home class (teacher): 4th gradeÄMs. StarÅ  

 
Host family: Elizabeth, Liam and Casey 
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I took part in this project for the first time. In this project, I did a lot of things I have never 

experienced and had a meaningful time. When I started this project, I hoped to help children in 

Hawaii learn Japan and Japanese culture and widen their horizons. However, VSAS children were 

more active than I had expected and I was surprised at their attitudes. When they attended 

Japanese classes, they tried to raise their hand to ask a teacher a question. I was happy to see their 

active attitudes which are rarely seen at schools in Japan. Through various activities in Hawaii, my 

horizons were also widened. In Hawaii, everything such as the unique natural environment and 

American life-style was new to me. I experienced many things I can never experience in Japan. 

Thanks to supports by those around me, I got a lot of the fruits from this project. Although there 

were some difficult situations in this project, kindness of those around me help me complete this 

project. I felt kindness of people like this is one of the appeal of Hawaii. I’m grateful to VSAS 

teachers including Xanthe sen-sei, Elizabeth family, members of this project and everyone who 

supported us. Thank you so much! Mahalo. 
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JAPANESE CLASSES 
 

�8�8)  /  Hopping on one foot� Kindergarteners 
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I taught a class on “Hopping on one foot” to tell “Hopping on one foot” which is called “Kenkenpa” 

in Japanese and Japanese children often play to children in Hawaii who like to play outdoors. After I 

introduced the rules of it through using a flip chart, children played it outdoors. At first, some 

children were confused by the rule of it. However, they got used to playing it quickly and enjoyed it, 

saying “Ken, Ken, Pa!” I was very happy to see children enjoy it.  
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� � Name:� µ£   �±� ·� Akane Saito 
 
Faculty (Grade): Literature(Sophomore) 
 
Home class(teacher): 3rd & 5th grade 

 
Host family: The Halemanos 
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  It was going to become first Hawaii for me this time. I couldn’t go there because I caught illness 
the previous day. However, I felt warmth of PJ members and Hawaiian people because they gave 
encouragement messages to me. 
I could know diverse things through research about Hawaii and it has educational problems as 
preparation for going Hawaii. Although, it was hard to make Japanese classes, I enjoyed preparing 
while imaging children’s reaction. 
I think that I got precious things through activity with PJ members though I couldn’t go to the site. 
For example, I could touch new way of thinking and thought new view about “education”. I want to 
make use of things that I got through this time activity for the next chance! 
Finally, I want to say thank you very very much, to Riho of this project reader, members, Xanthe 
sen-sei and Halemano Family. 
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JAPANESE CLASSES 
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 I prepared this class to teach Japanese sounds and means. I chose “ Ashita-ha-Hareru”(Tomorrow 
will be fine ) because we were going to sing with friends. This song’s theme is importance of 
friendship.  
 

|1� �¢�5X4
¶  /  Let’s make original flower ! 
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I wanted to make original flower in the classroom use Origami as Japanese traditional play. That 
was because this project theme is “Flower”. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Akane made a lot of effort for this project 
in Japan. One of her works is making lyrics 
card for sayonara (farewell) assembly. The 
beautiful lyrics card of “Mata-aeru-hi-made” 
(See you again) was made by Akane! 
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This year, we performed a play of Momotaro, Japanese classical stories and Youkai(monster) 

dance which is popular among Japanese kids. We had prepared properties for characters, fixed 

the timing of sound and practiced the words and movements. Although there were some children 

who had knew the story already, especially when Momotaro fought with demons, they were 

excited so that they saw the play actually. Also when we performed Youkai dance, they also 

danced with us. We are sure that students know not only Japanese traditional things, but also 

current trends in Japan. 

                              ����Japanese culture day���) JCD  
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JCD means “Japanese Culture Day”. In spring project for 2 weeks, there is just 

1 day as JCD. We give a performance and lessons about Japanese culture so 

that the students and teachers in VSAS are exposed to and interested in 

Japanese culture. This year, each member had a lesson for homeroom classes for 

about an hour. 

JCD��  

What is JCD? 

JCD>?/JBI5 

Performance on JCD 
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Kindergarteners / Yo-Yo fishing (7<7<�*)  
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 I introduced Japanese famous festivals, traditional stalls and Yo-Yo Fishing to kindergarteners.  

Kids and even teachers have never seen this colorful, beautiful water balloon that makes sound.  

It’s so difficult to fish Yo-Yos from water pool with hook made of thin paper. But kids seemed to 

have much fun with this game and they were like “Can I try again?” This class was 

age-appropriate and I could give them the opportunity to learn Japanese culture through playing. 

(Yuuki Kusakabe) 

1st graders / Japanese fans with Japanese traditional papers(S� g*s
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� JCD ht�!��]{�P��S� g*s&��,.

D����-C*.���$���$�!�g*s&.��

��$��S��M�V���.�������$���,

.���l�!���'���wv�^����$����

 _!���- U��@����,�x��!�%�I�

���$�����I+ !���(������%/�k


��-.C*�����=`�={cR����o_��

��-��H OK.")���n��')��Zd�%/

�u����f��%��
,$���X�'��,�, 

Fb�z,���-��*�W�
a�$���~\� mX� 

 I taught them how to Orizome(dye) and make Uchiwa(Japanese rund fan). At first, we dyed the 

paper, Orizome, and dipped three angles of Washi in their favorite ink that I folded papers 

triangle in advance. When they opened them, we could see beautiful paper design.  

After that, they stuck the paper to the frame of Uchiwa and cut with scissors along the line of it. 

Although they looked difficult to cut it, they concentrated. At last, they wrote their name on their 

fans and finished! They showed me shaking ones happily. I was glad to make works of great 

individuality by themselves. (Satoko Ishikawa) 
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2nd graders/Miso soup(Y[y)   

3rd graders / Ton-Ton Sumo(�.�.�o)  
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  I explained sumo which is Japanese traditional sport and the rules, and then they tried to make 

a sumo wrestler with origami paper. It was not easy to make it, but every student could do 

because of supporting of teachers and project members. After making their own sumo wrestler, 

they played sumo game on a paper plate. I was surprised their creativity because they created 

unique rules and designed by themselves. I was very happy to hear that many students wanted to 

bring their sumo wrestler to their home. (Mitsuna Katayose) 
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% Of course, miso soup is known to many students in VSAS but I decided to introduce it in my class. 

Because I want to tell the real taste of miso-shiru to the students.  

Before cooking, I introduced how to cook it and the Japanese names of ingredients. After that, we 

decided role allotments, and all cooked together. Finally, we were able to cook delicious miso-shiru. 

The students said “Itadakimasu” in loud voices and have begun to eat. (Manami Kobayashi) 
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4th graders / Four seasons(jn�PY����)  
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  I taught a class on “Four seasons” to tell four seasons and life depending on them in Japan to 

children in Hawaii whose climate is like summer throughout the year. In the first half of the 

class, I introduced four seasons through using a flip chart. After that, children made Furin, which 

is a kind of Japanese traditional wind chime, with origami, threads and bells. While I introduced 

four seasons in Japan through using a flip chart, many children raised their hand actively to ask 

me. Although making Furin is a little difficult for them because it was fingertip work, they did 

their best. I was very glad to see children happy to complete making Furin. (Ryotaro Akamatsu) 

5th graders / Japanese Tea Ceremony(��)  
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 I explained Japanese tea ceremony to 5th grade. The reason why I chose it is because I wanted 

them to experience manners unique to Japan and the sense of aesthetics of simplicity. At first, I 

taught a variety of tea and tea things, and then we made teas. Though some students struggled 

with unfamiliar actions such as getting down on their knees and bowing their heads, they enjoyed 

making teas. One of the most impressive things in this class is that a student said “Good!” and 

drank two cups of tea. (Chihiro Otsuka) 
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6th graders / Heart & Soul of the Japanese(jn:#_)  
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I prepared folding papers, glues and pictures of Ukiyo-e. First, they remembered what blue and 

white is said in Japanese. Second, they tore blue and white folding papers to paste the picture of 

Ukiyo-e. This is one of the Japanese style of drawing pictures. The class also learned the names of 

Japanese traditional clothes, the highest mountain in Japan, what wave is said in Japanese and 

so on through quiz. They were really good with hands. I enjoyed watching their original Ukiyo-e 

and their creativity. (Asuka Fukami) 

7th graders / Let’s make Ukiyo-e with holding papers(GA-~�s8~2<0�)  
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 I gave a lesson about heart and behavior of the Japanese. For example, I told them about things 

if you lose your wallet in Japan, it will be returned to you in a high probability and Japanese 

often bow. Children listened to me hard for 60 minutes and participated actively. In the last, it 

impressed me that they said to me “Japanese are great and cool!!”. I enjoyed my class so much. I 

think I could succeeded in it thanks for 6th graders. Thank you everyone! (Yuki Kimishima) 
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8th graders / Let’s make hexahedron by origami(E#S�4X0&2%�)  
 

 

 

 

� 8th�IY>@��#�.;	 VSAS �HJG6&Q���"

7�$IB�L/���������1� #	�	�#�M$

��&F����T������
�N�'��	�E#S�2

$4X0���?X�E#S�"R0&2$
���HJ-��

$Q�����U<�$������8th �4X0&F�$
�

�)*+,(��C������	�A"�D3	���:O

���������4X0�V9&2���
����5K$=

�5K��=�F�8�#�������R0��$�
%	W

����!���	�P	4X0&2$
�	�
���� 

8th grade is the eldest grade in VSAS, so it’s the last time for them to be taught Japanese culture 

from us. I wondered I would like to teach them something challenging and make something to 

remain. I came up with an idea to make hexahedron by origami. 

I thought it was challenging to teach them how to make hexahedron, but they are very good with 

their hands and made a part of hexahedron smoothly. Some children who could make them taught 

children who could not make them. It seems difficult to construct a solid, but everyone could 

complete their hexahedron. 
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Volunteer Activity 
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� Every project do volunteer activity in VSAS. This time, we did a library in VSAS organization 

project and a VSAS cleanup project. In the library organization project, we carried books which had 

been kept in some room into the library and put lending slips on them. In the VSAS cleanup project, 

we removed weeds like ginger from the back of a building or fences through using pickaxes. Both 

these works were hard but we felt our works contribute to making a good educational environment 

for VSAS children. So, we got a sense of achievement from these works.  
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At first, we explained Japan roughly to students. For example, 
we taught population of Japan and the four seasons. Next, we 
introduced sightseeing spots and staples of each region of 
Japan. There were 7 regions we prepared: Hokkaido, Tohoku, 
Kanto, Chubu, Kansai, Shikoku, Kyusyu and Okinawa. 
Students made groups of 2 or 3 and went around regions which 
each Japanese student had charge of and student did a quiz. If 
they give the correct answer, they can get money we made. 
They busily worked on the quizzes to win a prize. 



 

 

 

Dear Elizabeth Family 

We had a good time with you for two weeks! We got 

many precious memories. Playing “Jenga” is one of 

them. It was really fun and we want to play it with 

you again! Going Hiro by your brand-new car is also 

nice. We enjoyed shopping and sightseeing. We really 

appreciate your kindness and cooperation on our 

activities such as taking us to and from VSAS. We’ll 
treasure the warmth of your family and precious 

memories with you. 

We hope we can see you again sometime soon! 

Mahalo! 

From Ryotaro, Yuki 

 

Dear. Jim, Jenny, Macy, Liam�

How are you doing? 4 months have past since I left Hilo in 

February. I miss you so much!�

Thank you for taking me around Crater Rim Drive, Jenny!�

Thank you for taking me around Kona side of Hawaii, Jim!�

Even week days, I could see Macy and Liam’s Karate lesson and 

gymnastics, boy scout and so on. I had so much fun with you 

again. I also had many opportunities to see your friends like home 

party or farmer’s market or something like that.�

As I spend time with Orr family, I got interested in Hawaiian 

natures like volcanoes or local plants.�

 I always have tons of fun with you four! Thank you for hosting me 

again! I love you so much!�

Love, Yuuki�

36 



 

 38 

 

Dear Gina, David and Dillon 

How are you doing? 

I could have wonderful days in two weeks. You took 

me various places and told me about your stories. 

Everything I looked and heard was new and exciting 

to me. 

A pleasant atmosphere and a warm, welcoming feel, 

relaxed me. 

I really want to say “Thank you for your kindness”. 

It was good experiences for me that we made flowers 

with origami, watched a drama and played games 

together…  

I was happy to stay with you.  

I hope to see you again! Please come to Tokyo Disney 

Land someday�!� � � � � � � � � � � � Sato 

 

Dear Angela Family 

We were so glad to see you and stay with your lovely 

family! Your family was really nice and kind to us. You 

treated us as if we were members of your family. We 

appreciate your kindness! We want to say thank you 

for your delicious everyday meal as well! We love your 

meal and handmade cakes. On the weekend and after 

school, you took us to a lot of wonderful places and we 

learned from you about Hawaiian culture, beautiful 

nature and how nice the island are. And we had so 

much fun time with Maya and Dylan for two weeks. We 

really wanted to spend more time with your family. We 

will never forget you and the happy two weeks! Thank 

you very much for everything 

From Mitsuna and Manami 
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Dear, Halemano family 

Hello, Dad, Mam, Granma, Olivia, Moon, Mars, Tiger!   

We were really happy to stay at your house. Our 2weeks in 

Hawaii is precious memory in our life with your all supports 

and kindness. We’ll never forget the stars watching with Moon 

and Mars. We enjoyed the time to do JCD dance with you guys 

at almost every night. That was so exciting! We was happy to 

see you guys enjoyed our dance. We miss the warmth of that 

time. 

We love Dad’s singing voice, Mam’s hula, Granma’s smile, 

Olivia’s pictures, Moon’s thoughtfulness, Mars’s lovely dance. 

We really miss you and hope to see you again. We also hope 

that you guys come to Japan again! We’ll guide you! 

Best regards, Asuka, Riho and Chihiro 
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We sang a song to  express 

our thanks to everyone 

involved in this project. 
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 “Hana, which means flower in Japan” and “Ohana”. I was surprised to know the words whose 
pronunciations are similar are used in Japan and Hawaii despite the distance being far. The 
meanings are different, but the sound “Hana” gives people the warm image. In this project, we 
decided the theme “Hana”. I hope each member played their role as they want like flowers, 
recognized each other, and felt the warmness of the family. 
 The relation of words by chance. The relation of people who met in this project. There are various 
forms in relations, but we cherish the relation with VSAS for 12 years. We can continue our relation 
with VSAS with support of Xanthe sen-sei, who has maintained the relation, seniors, people who live 
in Hawaii and WAVOC staffs. Thank you so much bottom of my heart. I could finish this project 
successfully as a leader because members supported and encouraged me a lot. Thank you so much. 
 I would like for Hawaii PJ to continue maintaining the relation with VSAS. We consider how to 
maintain, feeling responsibility of maintaining the relation through this project. After that, we can 
get the new relation in lifetime.  
 Finally, I would like to say as the end of words. I appreciated the warm relation like “Ohana” Thank 
you so much.   

June 30th, 2015, Riho Fujii                                                                                                                                



 

�Memories� 



 
MAHALO  


