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Summer Project has started 2 years ago as a celebration of the tenth anniversary of WAVOC-VSAS project. It was 

Mrs.Xanthe’s idea to hold this project not only in spring, but also in summer. The main activity of Summer Project is 

to assist teachers at Volcano School of Arts& Sciences (VSAS). This time, every 10 students in Waseda worked as 

assistant teachers in designated classrooms: Kinder~4th grade, Special Education, Math, Social Studies, and 

Sciences. Besides it, we took lectures of teachers at VSAS to learn more about education and VSAS, and offer two 

classes by ourselves using the teaching method we learned from VSAS and Japan. Moreover, this year, we offered a 

sports day to 3rd and 4th graders. For summer project, it was the first time ever that all 10 members working 

together and holding a big class. It was very good experience for us to work on something together. We were so glad 

that teachers and students in VSAS enjoyed sports day. Staying at host family’s house and spent our time with 

children and teachers in VSAS for two weeks taught us many things: Hawaiian culture, nature, history, education, 

and so on. We hope that we could have a good impact on people in Hawaii. 

 

夏プロジェクトは 2 年前、プロジェクト発足 10 周年を記念して立ち上げられました。春だけでなく夏にも渡航すると

いうのは Xanthe 先生の案でした。夏渡航のメインとなる活動は、VSAS での授業補助です。今回は、10 人の早稲田生が

幼稚園～4 年生、特別教育、数学、社会、理科に割り振られ、それぞれ VSAS の先生のもとで授業補助を行いました。さ

らに、先生方のレクチャーを受講して教育や VSASについて学び、1人 2回ずつ日本や VSASで学んだ教育法を用いてオリ

ジナルの授業も行いました。さらに、今年は 3年生と 4年生に向け、運動会を開催しました。10人で力を合わせ大きな

授業をするというのは夏渡航初めての挑戦でした。10 人全員で何か１つのことをやり遂げるというのはとても良い経験

になりました。生徒や先生方が運動会を楽しんでくれ、とても嬉しかったです。現地の方の家に滞在し、VSAS の先生や

子供たちと過ごした 2 週間は、私たちにハワイ文化、自然、歴史、教育など、様々なことを教えてくれました。私たち

の活動が現地の方々に少しでも何かもたらすことができていたら嬉しいです。 
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�This was the second time for me to join this program. I kept in mind that I should support 

other members as an experienced person, and do my best in my Japanese class. Once the 

project started, I was able to enjoy two weeks, thanks to the advice of teachers at VSAS, 

students’ serious attitude and other members’ supports. I’m very thankful for everyone’s 

support. Thank you very much. 

 I was surprised to see how students matured from last spring. At the same time, they 

were still energetic and they had nice smiles as last time. When I saw their smile, I felt the 

gladness of coming back to the place again from the bottom of my heart. 

 Through assisting teachers and taking lectures, I knew the things that I hadn’t known in 

spring. I often interact with kids through my part-time job and club activity. So two weeks 

in Hawaii was the good experience for me. 

I thank everyone who is involved in Hawaii project. Thank you so much! 

 

Name: 
��\Á�w�Keiya Issiki�

Faculty (Grade): 
���ª¼«�Î (2�)/ 

  Political Science and 
  Economics 
  (Sophomore) 
Home class(Teacher): 
  Special Education 
  (Ms. Mara) 
Host family: 
  Elizabeth, Liam and 
  Casey 

KEIYA ISSHIKI 
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 �¡Ç�£/JAPANESE CLASS 

        ÁØ�/a6/Color�Japanese top 
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I introduced the name of Japanese color, and to 
memorize them, we played a concentration game. 
After the game, the students designed a Japanese top. 
Being imaginative, they worked on making beautiful 
tops very hard. 
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4th students played four types of concentration 
game: easy calculation, name of shape, pronunciation 
of fraction, and the size of fraction. They enjoyed  
reviewing math through playing the game. At last, a 
student said “I could review the fraction,” and it 
made me feel happy. 

Ë��£/HOMEROOM CLASS 
     ³¼Â��·�	 /Concentration(Math) 
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In order not to narrow the width of my possibility, I have been taking the teaching 

course, but I have been wavering if I really will be a teacher, in consideration for the poor 

demand for the qualifications I can take in my department. In this project, I was able to 

spend my time in the real educational interface and noticed that a teacher is a very hard 

work and an important person for children but a challenging career. Especially, Ms. 

Jensen looked after each student carefully, often praise them sufficiently, admonish them 

when she should do, and spend her time with students happily, which was impressive for 

me. The children seemed to adore her. They come to school delightfully, spend their time 

with their friends well and go back to their family as they had really good time at school. 

Every day, students learn a lot, though they are no more than five years old. Spending 

with such children, I felt “How do they grow up?” And at the same time, I felt the weight 

of aiming to be a teacher. It was so precious experience for me. I was longed for the 

foreign country and the foreigners, and I love children, so that the two weeks in Hawaii 

have passed like a dream! I was really happy to be surrounded by very warm, wonderful 

people.  I sincerely, appreciate all that were able to meet!  

 

 

 

 

Name: 
��rnÃ»/Megumi Otsuka�

Faculty (Grade): 
���¿xØ�(à�)/ 

  Education(Sophomore) 
HomeClass(Teacher): 
  Kinder (Ms. Jensen) 
Host family: 
  The Halemanos 

MEGUMI OTSUKA 
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I wanted little children to enjoy Japanese festival 
“Matsuri” by using the whole body. Students listened 
to my explanation about “Matsuri” curiously and 
enjoyed Japanese dance “Yosakoi” imitating me. They 
were very cute dancers with “Naruko”, the tool for the 
dance! 

��Ë�£/JAPANESE CLASS 
          9���/Let’s dance YOSAKOI 
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Children love drawing and coloring made much more 
beautiful butterfly than I had expected. Students 
were enjoying and surprised when the ink of pen 
oozed through water. I was very happy that some of 
the students told me they want to make another one. 
Their creative nice butterflies were lined in the 
classroom.     

Ó��£/HOMEROOM CLASS 
������������,�4¹(Ä�@R>�/Let’s make a beautiful butterfly~oozing picture~ 
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This was my first participation in Hawaii project. I became a university student this April. So, 

I wanted to start something new and change myself. That’s why I took part in this project. I 

only knew Japanese way of teaching before. But this time, I have seen another country’s way of 

teaching. It was very meaningful for me. The way to educate in Volcano school was very 

different from that in Japan. So, at the beginning, I was just surprised,but gradually, I was 

fascinated by such a unique way to teach and came to think “this way should be used in Japan 

too!”  I think how to educate in Volcano school is opposite to that in Japan. In Japan, we 

usually learn with using textbooks and just listening to teacher, sitting on orderly displayed 

chairs. On the other hand, in volcano school (especially, 1st grade I supported), a classroom is 

separated into half. One side, there is a mattress. The other side, there are desks and chairs. 

When students sit on the mattress, they sing a song, do stretches, or read a picture book. When 

students sit on chairs, they practice spelling or learn math without using any textbook but 

teacher’s original way. Because of those differences, even if both countries’ students learn the 

same addition, I feel like it isn’t same thing. I’m very interested in this point and now I want to 

know more about the way of teaching in foreign countries. My first experience at Volcano 

school was very meaningful because I learned a lot and I could find what I want to do. 

Name: 
�q�j�/Sae Okumura 

Faculty (Grade): 
���s (1w)/ 

  Law (Freshman) 
Homeclass (Teacher): 
  1st grade (Mrs. Nelson) 
Host family: 
  The Halemanos 

SAE OKUMURA 
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In Japanese class, I taught Japanese traditional mask to 1st 

graders. At first, I introduced various kinds of Japanese mask 

by quiz. Students were interested in “Oni”, “Hannya”, and 

“Hyottoko”. Next, they colored mask that was made from a 

paper plate and rubber band. After Japanese class, some 

students put on their own mask or told me that they enjoyed 

my class. I felt a sense of achievement with happiness.  

 

mo�hp/JAPANESE CLASS 
            mo&��/Japanese mask 
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In homeroom class, I taught Japanese onomatopoeia. At first, I 

read Japanese picture book that I had translated into English. 

Next, I explained Japanese summer festival and onomatopoeia 

that was used in the picture book and let students pronounce 

onomatopoeia. After that, I divided students into four teams and 

let them express Japanese summer by pronouncing different 

Japanese onomatopoeia that reminds Japanese people of 

summer. Thanks to students’ loud and cheerful pronunciation, 

my class was successful.  

�_hp/HOMEROOM CLASS 
 mo&7AE?D /Japanese onomatopoeia 
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Name: 
Òé�ë/ 

Kazuki Kasakoshi 
Faculty (Grade): 
��¬¼Ô¿�ð�� �	 /       

Political Science and 
Economics(Freshman) 

HomeClass(Teacher): 
  Middle Math (Ms.Lisa) 
Host family: 
  Elizabeth, Liam and 

Casey 

KAZUKI 
KASAKOSHI 
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The experience I had in this project is indispensable to me. This project was a good 

opportunity for me to broaden my view to the world. I could accomplish this project thanks 

to host families who supported me, Ms.Lisa who left her math classes to me and VSAS 

students who are bright and friendly. You can get a chance to give lessons to American… 

At first, I decided to participate in this project because I would like to test my English 

ability. Actually, the experience I had in Hawaii was beyond all my imagination. There 

were cheerfulness, consideration for environment and full of enthusiasm for education. I 

learned the importance of relationship to human and environment. In addition, I could 

give two math lessons in English. I was deeply grateful to Ms. Lisa for her supports. I have 

gained confidence as I was able to give lessons in front of all foreign students. Also, by 

giving lessons to students by myself, I felt the enthusiasm of students and teachers� 

thoughtful device to gain such students�  motivation. Such experiences led me to 

reconsider my attitude toward various things.I made up my mind to review myself and my 

mother country. I could have gained the confidence toward my English which could not 

acquire if I had stayed only in Japan. I thank a lot of supporters for this project. And I 

determined to make efforts to be a person who can connect Japan and the world 
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In my Japanese class, I let them put on YUKATA, 
which is a byword for festival. I also told them the 
meaning of Kanji of YUKATA. They put on YUKATA 
willingly and looked like being delighted, so I also 
became happy. 

°³åª·/JAPANESE CLASS 
¾Þ?ÎV� /  Let’s put on YUKATA(7th and 8th) 
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 In my math class, I taught them the game of 
making 10 with for numbers using addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division. I wanted 
the students to get more interest in numbers and 
four fundamental rules of calculation. I could explain 
effectively since I prepared English explanation 
beforehand and the figures are universal. 
 

ì�ª·/HOMEROOM CLASS 
�sÂÓ?f*, �� ?e>�/  Let’s make “10” using 
four fundamental rules of calculate(6th and 8th) 
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I had a thought that I want to communicate with foreign people in English because I liked 

English, and "wanted to interact with people". I chose this program because I thought I 

could tell foreign students our own culture or tradition using English as a teacher, which 

was attractive for me very much. Thus I was more attracted to be involved in this project 

rather than studying abroad, and decided to take part in this project. 

 However, for me who experienced foreign countries for the first time, it was very difficult 

to hear foreign people speaking in English and convey my thought to others. Though some 

children spoke to me actively in break time, I couldn’t understand what they wanted to say 

and had difficulties in making myself understood. There were such many scenes which I 

felt irritated by myself. However, a host family, teachers, and students accepted me 

warmly and made lots of effort to understand me very much. I want to say thank you to 

them.  I realized the importance of trying to communicate with others actively rather than 

English we learn through desk study. Through this program, I could experience what I was 

able to know or feel only by going there actually. In addition, this program gave me a 

chance to reflect myself and face to my weakness and task. Thank you again to every one 

who has involved in this project. 

Name: 
��¢²ËÁ}��

�Riona Kajita�
Faculty (Grade): 
��¨�Ø (2�)/ 

  Law (sophomore) 
HomeClass(Teacher): 
  Middle (Mr. Lawrence) 
Host family: 
 The Orr 

 

RIONA KAJITA 
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I taught the history of folded-paper crane, which is 

now popular in Hawaii also, came to be made in 
Japan. Then, we folded cranes together. Students 
seemed to hear this history for the first time, and 
many of them were interested in it. And we put the 
crane which we folded on the drawing paper and 
formed an American national flag. It was beautiful. 
 

� Ï�£/JAPANESE CLASS 
�/à�w�4a2	 /Let’s make national flag with 

paper crane 
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I carried out the quiz of the range that students 

have learned and afterwards I distributed new 
textbooks and performed simple introduction about 
Mesopotamia in a quiz form. In addition, I accepted 
some questions about Japanese history or something 
related with Japan which they had not yet learned. 
I’m glad that students could deepen their 
understanding about Japan. 

Õ��£/HOMEROOM CLASS 
             �¸^$�£/social study 

class 
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 This summer project was second time for me, continuing from last summer. I could not 

learn everything and convey what I want to say well last summer because everything in 

VSAS was new for me, and I was irritated about my lack of ability a lot. So I came to think 

I want to come back to Hawaii after I grew up more in Japan. This summer, I was 

concerned with this project from different angles from last one, and it became very 

productive voyage for me. In 2nd grade, which I was in charge of, I was able to think about 

“to teach” deeply while facing to every single student always. Also, I realized that teachers 

practice what I learned in lectures exactly in the classroom, and learned a lot about 

Hawaii when we went to fieldtrip. I had more relaxed feeling and composutre than last 

year and could learn well! After my 2nd voyage, I realized that the more I know about 

VSAS or Hawaii through the project, the more I love them. I love everything such as 

children’s smile, teachers’ enthusiasm, host family’s kindness and grand nature. This 

project, which had me meet such things, is a treasure for me. I’ll sutrely come back to 

Hawaii after I improve myself more. Thanks to everyone that concerned with this project 

including Xanthe-sensei, my wonderful members and host family, I could accomplish this 

project as a leader. Thank you very much. 

Name: 

�z�¶¤�Sae Kitagaw	 

Faculty (Grade): 

��uÉ°� (2�)/ 

  Advanced Science and 

Engineering 

(Sophomore) 

HomeClass(Teacher): 

  2ndgrade 

  (Mrs. Chambers) 

Host family: 

  The Halemanos 

SAE KITAGAWA 
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After I taught 2nd graders figures from 1 to 20 in 
Japanese, we played BINGO game using them. I 
devised this class for students to enjoy it, for example, 
they didn’t only listen to me, but also pronounced 
together and played a game. 

£¦Æ�¨/JAPANESE CLASS 
            `ktVlf�BINGO GAME 
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I chose this subject because I wanted students to be 
more familiar with chemistry, which is my major. 
There is also an element of the arts and they enjoyed 
making their cards. 

È��¨/HOMEROOM CLASS 
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 I learned a lot in this summer project as my second one.  It was awesome! I participated 

in this summer project because during 2014spring project, I felt like “I want to know much 

more about VSAS and Volcano” “I want to talk with many teachers and students in other 

classes too.” And now, I appreciate VSAS and Volcano much more than ever. Through 

observing Ms. Star’s controlling the class and lectures by teachers, I noticed there are nice 

unique classes.  Hawaiian plants and animals around the neighborhood, the weather and 

the songs …everything can be both the object and the resource for learning. I was surprised 

that there are the classes we can learn with using all our five senses. 

 We sang Japanese popular song “The Only One Flower in the World” at the last assembly. 

One of the lyrics says “No need to struggle to be number one, just be yourself, be the only 

one”  Children in VSAS have different identities, different colors and different characters. 

That is all right and really nice . During singing the song, everyday in VSAS flashed back 

to me, and I almost cried. I want children to appreciate the meaning of this song.  

 Thank you for all supporting me, TheOrrs. Thank you so much Xanthe sensei and all 

other teachers. And thank you Japanese members! I want to show my gratitude! I’ll 

improve myself more so that I can repay VSAS for everything they’ve done for me. 

Name: 
��µsðºØ/ 

 Yuuki Kusakabe�
Faculty (Grade): 
�³�Áª�ð (2¤)/ 

  Culture, Media and 
  Society (Sophomore) 
HomeClass(Teacher): 
 4th grade (Ms. Star) 

Host family: 
  The Orr 

YUUKI KUSAKABE 
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I introduced the Japanese fan and the patterns that 

remind us of summer to 4th graders. I let them make 
their own ones with white fans. All the students in 
the class participated really enjoyably. I could see 
their original creative masterpieces!  
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4th graders are so energetic and they love the 
recess. So I introduced two Japanese games that I 
used to play when I was an elementary school 
student. One is “The cops and robbers” and the other 
is “Japanese Red light, green light”. They looked 
really fun on the ground so I believe everyone could 
enjoy the games following the rules. 
 

ì£°¿/HOMEROOM CLASS 
          µ»V¸{B�Japanese Recess�

µ»ä°¿/JAPANESE CLASS 
                   ®���  Japanese fan 



 
 
17 

 

 
 
 

�¬JP?,Jg�2)J��)5�×�,26	"���#Û�t.¯Ç
f�Ü�µ

.¯Ç>��#./	TB[S_).WZ_OBA,+«�,�*>¾Ù�	�Ã®v>µ

tJ��#f	Åq.��²®.x°*,&#R^C �� J¹%Ó:#�*��#09)�#
�

� R^C)Õ��(�4(��#./	Û'Û'.pg�.�r�
s¢JVLPT@X[`

1�d».��J*b§�(4<#*2	y�{��&#HZL.�+5#%1�d»Ú

*Ø��&(2(4<#*2		 ��0g&(�,�8�,e#%1��0�:*Î&(4

<#*2��
«�,e*pg�	',1;�*.�!>R^C.e#%/��(4<2�#
�

� ¸J/2$�¦.�1�:2!?
·gJp(Åq1k>�#�.0¶uJÂ�#�*1±

�.) 
�0�f�.¯Ç)�I`YH[ECM`J,:#�	�T][N.��JË2#

�,+	Åq.�¦>µ>GZGZ*�!(Ð �+5#%>Ì(	¸5Åq.�¦*%6

?*}2|��	"����*1)22�#
¬JR^C.e#%Jg�*2/	Åq.�¦

>Ä>/&(Ð!;8�J,&(�;*��,
�.U]KDHPJpg�(¤�JÈ0&#

) 
�:1*����2�#
�

  ‘I have to improve myself in Japan so that I can show my growth when I see people in 

Hawaii next time.’ That’s what I felt when I took part in this project last year. In this one 

year, I experienced various things such as volunteer activity in the Philippines. The reason 

why I decided to take part in this project again this year is because I wanted to go back to 

this project, the starting point of my university life, before starting job hunting.  

Through my stay in Hawaii, I realized the importance of every single encounter with 

people. I felt so in many scenes: when my host family said�Cheers to Aki’s return to this 

home’ and toasted me, when the students I met last year run up to me saying ‘Aki!’, when 

people whom I‘ve met only once said to me ‘Welcome back!’, and so on. People in Hawaii 

taught me the happiness of encountering and being connected with various people. 

I’ve not decided my future job yet. I’ve never thought seriously what I want do after I go 

out into the world. However, in these two weeks, I met many children talking their future 

like ‘I want to be a game creator’ and ‘I want to go to the university in Florida’ with bright 

eyes. Seeing those children encouraged me, and now, I feel that I should face my future 

more properly. Next time I see people in Hawaii, I want to be a person who can talk about 

own future confidently. I am very lucky to be involved into this project. Thank you so much. 

Name: 
�cz³d»/Aki Gotanda 

Faculty (Grade): 
  wª��Ö(3�)/        

 Culture,Media,and  
 Society (Junior) 
HomeClass(Teacher): 
 3rd grade (Mr.Cody) 
Host family: 
 Alex, Lisa, and Travis 

AKI GOTANDA 
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 In my class, the students experienced ‘Chigiri-e’, 
Japanese traditional art form that is created through 
tearing and pasting Japanese paper. Students were 
very excited since it was curious way for them to tear 
the paper by their hands to create an art. Touching 
various kinds of Japanese paper, all the students 
created a beautiful fan with great individuality. 

¢¤Ñ�¨/JAPANESE CLASS 
%�:À)�%=l: /Making fan with Chigiri-e 
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The students played karuta with using place value 
which they’ve just learned in Math class. I let 
students make picture cards by themselves. They 
paste flower and apple formed origami on cards, and 
count how many origami pieces they used and write 
it down. When Japanese say ‘2 in the ten’s place and 
4 in the one’s place’, students take a picture cards 
written ‘24’. They enjoyed learning Math through 
playing karuta enthusiastically. 

Ô��¨/HOMEROOM CLASS 
   i.�0;# /Karuta using place value 
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 I took part in this project, because I just wanted to challenge something new. I am not 

good at speaking English, and I did not know how to take care of children because I didnnot 

have so many opportunities to be with them. However, when I recognized this project I felt 

that I want to put myself into unfamiliar environment, and to help someone. That was why 

I decided to take part in this project. 

 2weeks passed so fast since we arrived at Volcano. Host family welcomed us, and Mrs. 

Warner spoke to me in easy English so that I can understand what she is saying. Children 

taught me what they were doing then. Hawaii was with full of kindness, so I could spend 

2weeks not having a big stress 

 Of course, there were not only pleasant things. For example, there was a barrier of 

language. I fought with myself in my heart because I wanted to talk with the people in 

Hawaii, but I was afraid what if they could not understand what I was saying. So I 

sometimes could not have any courage to talk to others. However, it was a really productive 

voyage, because I got many things, for example, I found my inadequacy 

 I want to utilize what I learned in Hawaii in Japan, to develop them, and to go back to 

Hawaii and teach children various things. 

Name: 
��¤b��/Saki Yanai 

Faculty (Grade): 
��z�Ù (1�)/ 

  Commerce (Freshman) 
HomeClass(Teacher): 
  3rdgrade (Mrs. Warner) 
Host family: 
  The Halemanos 

SAKI YANAI 



 
 

20 

 
 

�6À&�ÅÀ;j#$AnM;i# ��k "

+
��)�6�;Ì�
����)LC[_EW^�


@YFNZ*AnM;i7�&�%� ��6À&��

�£*gÂ¸(×,;º7&y¡)
 *�£%
ar

X>�Ó)¹�$� 2*(';�<%25# ��

 
 We made a Kabuto by Origami and newspaper. 
Everyone learned how to make a Kabuto, decollated it 
individually, and made each special Kabuto. They 
learned Origami, the Japanese traditional play, and 
what Samurai wore in Japan in ancient times. 

�£Ð�¥/JAPANESE CLASS 
      AnM;i9�/Let’s make a Kabuto 
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 I introduced to children Fukuwarai, the Japanese 
play they can play easily. They said that they want to 
bring home the remained Fukuwarai.  
 Since I take dance lessons in Japan, Mrs. Warner 
told me to teach steps of dance to children. They 
danced cheerily, and I could help the children who 
didn’t understand what they had to do. 

Õ��¥/HOMEROOM CLASS 
    »¾�&e^G/Fukuwarai and Dance 
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Xanthe-sensei fixed our English pronunciation. She taught us what we need to do to 

speak English like a native speaker, for example, English rhythm, strength and so on. 

This pronunciation clinic made this project more valuable, not just volunteer. 

Xanthe-sensei implements a “bilingual class” in her Japanese class. That is the class 

that she teaches children in both English and Japanese. For example, she reads children 

a Japanese picture book in Japanese once, and after that, she reads it in English. We 

learned that there are many ways to teach children foreign language. 

 
Xanthe Smith 

 
(Written by Saki Yanai) 
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 VSAS promotes co-teaching. Co-teaching is the class that not one but some teachers do. 

VSAS regards the following four co-teaching models as important things to follow, and 

utilizes them. 

1 Supportive co-teaching model 

2 Parallel co-teaching model 

3 Complementary co-teaching model 

4 Team-teaching co-teaching model 

 Merits of co-teaching are following. 

�Improving self esteem 

�Increasing confidence 

�Avoiding stigmas 

�Making friendship 

 �Following adult rule 

 �Academic success 

Chris 
King-Gates  

“Co-Teaching 
Models” 

 
(Written by Saki Yanai) 
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In Hawaii, children study at kindergarten for a year as the preparation term for 
entrance. Pre-school for 2-5years old children costs expensive but kindergarten for 
5-6years old is a public subsidiary elementary school, so many students commute. 
At the lecture, we were able to experience what students are usually doing. First, we 

put our own name card on the board which is divided into boys part or girls part. Every 
morning, students indicate “I have home lunch today.” or “I need school lunch today.” 
correctly here. Next, in the morning meeting, they have time for greeting, sharing, 
message and “Fun!” They enjoy their favorite dance and so on at the time. Also, playing 
the puzzle, the blocks and the clay cultivate their ability to make or solve something 
through thinking on their own. I noticed that students can gain abilities which are 
necessary to enter the elementary school, enjoyably and naturally through such things.  

 

Mrs. Erica Jensen 

(Kinder)   

“Early Childhood 

Education” 

(Written by Megumi 
Otsuka) 
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There are a lot of devices for students’ 
learning actively. 
Ms. Jensen calls their name and often 
praises them. It is very cheerful class! 
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Mrs. Nelson lectured us about multisensory learning. It is the way to learn with using 

senses. If students do so, they can learn more effectively. For examples, they can 

memorize longer or increase motivation. Actually, when students learn about spelling 

from Mrs. Nelson, they write in sand, coffee grounds, or shaving cream. They like 

strange texture or smell, so they can enjoy learning. Moreover, this way is good for earth 

too because it doesn’t waste paper. In addition to it, there is a lot of unique ways to teach 

Mrs. Nelson devises which can stimulate students’ senses. It made me surprised and I 

think Japan should use it too. 

 

Danya Nelson  
(1st grade) 

“Multisensory 
Learning” 

 
(Written by Sae Okumura) 
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Each person has different intelligence, which can be classified into 8 types; linguistic, 
logical/mathematical, spatial, bodily/kinesthetic, musical, interpersonal, intrapersonal, 
naturalistic. Classes which focus on linguistic and logical/mathematical intelligence are 
apt to be carried out at school. However, teacher should also place equal attention on 
other intelligences. On that point, VSAS focus on every kind of children, who have 
various intelligences. For example, 2nd graders didn’t only learn the solar system 
focusing on linguistic or logical intelligence, but also in a way that they walk around as a 
role of planets (kinesthetic intelligence) to get prepare for the field trip to planetarium. 
Also, planetarium itself enable them to understand it spatially. In this way, teachers 
need to approach problems from various ways. 

Natalia 
Chambers  
(2nd grade) 
“Multiple 

Intelligences” 
(Written by Sae Kitagawa) 

Kinesthetic 
learning 

Spatial 
learning 
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Tic-Tac-Toe is something like bingo in Japan. According to own interest, students 

choose three themes in a row from nine choices related to history or geography. 

Then, they read the related materials, make a manuscript and give a presentation. 

By letting students choose the theme of the presentation by themselves, 

Mr.Lawrence succeeds with stretching out their expertise, the field they are 

interested in. In addition, it can increase their choices. The knowledge about six 

(2/3) themes can be gained through listening to other students’ presentation. To 

learn in this method, all four processes of Reading, Listening, Expressing, and 

Watching are important, and students are aimed to acquire such skills. 

Don Lawrence 
(social studies 

class) 
“Tic-Tac-Toe” 

 
(Written by Riona Kajita) 
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In most of the math classes in 4th grade, the fraction is taught. Generally, the fraction is 

really challenging for children around 4th grade. To encourage students to understand 

fractions, Ms.Star use the pattern blocks in her fraction class. In Japan, hands on items 

are used especially for younger kids, but actually they are really useful. The main good 

points of pattern blocks are following. 

1 Students can get the spatial skills 

2 There are a lot of thinking 

3 An effective way to show why they are equal 

4 Changing value with using pattern blocks needs flexible thinking 

5 Nobody fails 

6 It’s pretty fun so children like it 

7 Not stressful 

We tried the math handout with pattern blocks and appreciated such good points of the 

pattern blocks. 

Star Carlin 
 (4th grade) 

“Pattern 
Blocks” 

 
(Written byYuuki 

Kusakabe) 
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In every class, Mr.Wells writes ‘date, agenda, standard, and homework’ on the board so 

that students can understand what they are going to do in the class and what is 

expected. The motto of his class is ‘I hear I forget, I see I remember, I do I understand’. In 

his lecture, we learned what biomagnification is through playing tag. We went outside 

and were divided into four teams (ex. plankton, small fish, big fish, and bird). Then, 

every single students hold sticks which represent ‘poison’. At first, two lowest trophic 

levels (plankton and small fish ) play tag. Plankton drop out the game when tagged by 

small fish. When planktons are destroyed totally, big fishes join the game and tag small 

fished. In such a way, we represented the food web. When we were tagged by someone, 

we had to give the stick to the person who tagged us. Therefore, at last, a person 

representing bird holds every sticks (poison). Through playing tag enjoyably, we realized 

that ‘biomagnification’ is the sequence of processes in an ecosystem by which higher 

concentrations of a particular chemical are reached in organisms higher up the food 

chain. This is actually ‘ I do I understand’.  

 

David Wells 

(Middle Science) 

“Biomagnification” 

 
(Written by Aki Gotanda) 
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Mrs. Lisa uses the way of multisensory math when they teach mathematics to middle 

school students. This is the way using several senses such as visual(seeing), 

auditory(hearing), kinesthetic(moving) or tactile(touching). The reason why they feel 

difficulty on math is abstraction of it. For example, when a teacher tells about �, she/he 

says that �=3.14…, but students cannot understand why she/he is talking about � 

because it is too abstract. So Mrs. Lisa tells it by dividing into 3 phases which is concrete 

experience, representation and abstract, and makes math easier. Like the below figure, 

she uses some belts which have different lengths or draws squares on the paper to teach a 

concept of a fraction so that all students who are good at different things can understand 

it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~different ways to understand fractions~ 

 

 1 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/16 

Lisa Barnard  
(Middle Math) 

“Math 
Philosophy” 

 
(Written by Sae Kitagawa) 
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 3rd grade that Mrs.Warner is in charge of goes to field trip every other Monday. The 

objects of it are below. 

Relevant Life Experience / Social Interactions / Language Competency / Improved Self 

Concepts / Networking Community Partnerships / Experiential & Life-Long Learning 

During our staying, they invited a Hokulea member, and children listened to her and 

asked her many questions. This experience helped children learn “Social Interactions.” 

No concrete result has not appeared yet, but through the experience of field trip some 

children started to say that they want to be a scientist in the future. Real World 

Learning brings children motivation and makes them get interested in something. 

Laura Warner  
(3rd grade) 

“Real World 
Learning” 

 
(Written by Saki Yanai) 

FIELD TRIP 
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Mr.Cody tries to make his classroom as students led as possible. He always lets the 

students do everything they can do, and then, gives each student something that can 

lead them to do a little bit more. For example, he always let the students make the 

manipulatives they use in the class by themselves so that they are more motivated to 

study. Before teaching, he always has students tell him what they know first so that they 

are more interested in what they are learning. He gives the student small amount of 

information and let them explore and create the new information by themselves. In such 

way, Mr.Cody makes the environment that students can educate each other by 

themselves. Also, the field trip his class has every week opens a lot of worth opportunity 

for students to educate themselves. He says ‘Instead of being ministered, I want students 

to find what they are interested in and educate them by themselves.’ 

Cody Gregory 
(3rd grade) 

“My teaching 
Philosophy” 

 
(Written by Aki Gotanda) 

F i e l d  T r i p 

Morning meeting 
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Mara Salzman 
(Special 

Education) 
 

(Written by Keiya Isshiki) 
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Ms. Mara supports morning classes of 4th students and ELA classes of 7th and 8th 

students from Monday to Thursday. Also, Ms. Mara’s RTI PREP is held on Friday. In 

two weeks, I could know how Ms. Mara teaches students. 

In the lecture, we learned how to teach students and discussed about extrinsic 

motivation and intrinsic motivation students act. In Volcano School, a teacher 

sometimes gives snacks to a student after finishing his work. We discussed if it is OK or 

not. Also, we discussed in what kind of situation students act by intrinsic motivation. It 

was difficult to conclude the discussion, but it was a good lecture because we could 
considere how to teach students. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O 

 

33 



 

34 



  

VSASでアシスタントティーチャーとして過ごした２週間、私たちは VSASと日本の教育には様々な違いがあることを実感しました。

このページでは、その一例として、VSAS小学校３年生のユニークな授業のいくつかを紹介します。 

Working as an assistant teacher in VSAS for two weeks, we realized there were lots of differences between education in 

VSAS and the one in Japan. In these pages, we will introduce some unique classes in 3rd grade as examples.
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Events 
 Arrival at Hawaii  8/24(Sun.) 
   udc5o�*�Xanthek�" l¥�*1B.)�9*-�k�6(�z2(¬B�-.#��m6qpB�y2�#9*-��

� � ''2yPrwa^af3|«+?,?6{5r!�9*-��

 
�   We arrived at Hawaii, and Xanthe-sensei welcomed us. We ate at her house, and wrote our own names  

    with calligraphy. We met our host family there for the first time! We went to own host family’s house. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Introductory� 8/25(Mon.) 
����v6��6p2�~�gB*9*-��-/T��6�B�����-/T]bMftPhfb6��B�01B?9*-�

��������������

����We introduced ourselves in front of children. We sang Kompeki-no-sora(Waseda University’s song), and they sang the volcano school song. 
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 Yoga 8/26(Tue.)�  
� ���hfvfneof2_fB��1;=�9*-�PrcTS2!-�hB8&*->��0->��

� � +?,?a`ThP2#9*-��

�

�������We were taught Yoga at Cooper Center. We stretched our stiff bodies, slept and relaxed. 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

    

 Ohana night 8/28(Thu.) 
� � ��st�< 5$>Bi01�]bMftPhfb6��<¢�)C-/5���9*-�

�

�������We made Miso-soup and rice ball and served children and their parents them.  

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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 Welcome potluck party 8/29(Fri.) 
� � ��yPrwa^af6eal[P)C6{5©901�s*�(¬B�-.#9*-�¤��B�0->�xj-/3¦C.>��

� � ��*��¨B§(*9*-�

�

       We gathered at Mrs. Elizabeth’s house and took good dinner. We congratulated member’s birthday, played with children and  

       spent a good time! 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

 Camp 8/31(Sun.)�9/1(Mon.) 
� � �®��T ��� B*->�¦C.>��}B¡5 0->*9*-¯��T�m-/2i0-NesdbTSB�01�

� � ucgei5 #9*-�

�

�������In the first day, we had a BBQ, played and visited a volcano! In the second day, we went hiking bringing the sandwiches  

      we made. 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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 Hula 9/3(Wed.) 
� � �udc6£�2�0->*1��v6ªu�BsA�'3"2#9*-�

�

       We sang in Hawaiian language and felt Hawaiian atmosphere.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

    

 Sayonara dance party 9/5(Fri.) 
� � � l�pw�+?,?"�@�@Q��B�/Q"=:CQ3�*B n?*9*-��

�

����������������.,��������������,.�������	����
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���	 ��
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Here, we want to tell members’ unforgettable episodes with attractions of Hawaii PJ. 
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This is a photo in my homeroom class. I gave my work to the 
girl who had lost her work. She said to me, “I love you,” and 
hugged me! I felt that it was really good to help someone!  
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This is a picture I played tag with children during recess. 
Every day, when I went to the school, I was running around 
with children. I got a lot of energy playing with cheerful 
children. 
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On Friday, Students created house and humans with LEGO. 
One of them told me ‘This red one is Aki. You are in our house, 
and I am the one next to you.’ Then, another student started 
saying ‘No, that’s me. I am the one next to Aki’. They started 
fighting. At last, they agreed with that one stays next to me and 
the other cooks food for me in the kitchen. It was heartwarming.  
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This is a picture when I arrived at Halemano house 
after a year. Host family said to me, “Welcome back!” 
Then I realized that I came back to Volcano. I love such 
a friendship between Hawaii project and Volcano!  
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A photo at Ohana night. When we were teaching how to make 
"onigiri" at japanese  class, this student of my home class came. 
She loves eating and she was always eating happily in lunch time,�
boasting me about her lunch box her mother had made for her. 
And this is her nice,very cute smile when she ate Japanese onigiri she made 
by herself ! "Yummy !!!" I think it was her best smile I’ve ever seen ! 
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This picture is about “jenga” that we often play with Fien 
Family. In spring, we couldn’t played it because Elizabeth 
had a flu. However, in summer, we played it at the first 
day. We enjoyed it. And,I could see new WAVOC students, 
Rey Irie and Kazuki Kasakoshi, were also happy because 

they were able to communicate with Fien Family. 
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One of my last students (Ariana) said “See Yuuki! I 

remember these guys! I love them so much!” in the 

jeans-pants that we all signified on our final day at 

school as 2014 spring project. I was so happy to hear 

that. I realized that we can leave something warm in 

children’s hearts. 
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Thank you so much for everything. We were so glad to see you and to stay with you. We 

remember and appreciate your kindness and honor. We always laughed and enjoyed staying 

in Volcano. We enjoyed playing jenga, eating your delicious dinner, and going to many places. 

We remember going out on Saturday in the first week. Coffee knob was a good experience for 

us, and we were glad to swim in the pool after a long time. Also, we were able to see a 

beautiful sunset. 

Elizabeth, thank you for receiving three WAVOC students. We were able to stay comfortably 

at your house for two weeks. You are our Hawaiian Mom. Thank you. 

 Liam, we enjoyed playing skateboarding with you, and we 

were surprised that you were good at skateboarding. Also, 

you were better at kendama than last February. Casey, we  

enjoyed talking with you and making funny short movies.  

We were relieved that your high school life seemed enjoyable. 

We hope to see you again. Mahalo! 

DDDeeeaaarrr   EEEllliiizzzaaabbbeeettthhh   FFFaaammmiiilllyyy   
�

�

FFFrrrooommm   KKKeeeiiiyyyaaa,,,   RRReeeyyy,,,   aaannnddd   KKKaaazzzuuukkkiii   �
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Thank you for all your kindness to us. We were able to enjoy our stay thanks to you! You gave 

us a lot of memories and supported us every day. We got up in the voice of mom saying “Time 

to eat.” We had very delicious dishes, which Dad cooked. Olivia always helped us when we 

were in trouble. We enjoyed going to Volcano School with Moon and Mars. Also, you took us to 

many places such as the beach in Kona, Mauna loa, National Park, the bowling alley, and so 

on. Every memory is special for us and cheers us up now. We will never forget these great 

memories.  

You received us as if we were your real family although we stayed your house only for two 

weeks. We are very happy to be a member of wonderful family Halemano Ohana. We are sure 

that we will be back to Hawaii when we grow up. 

See you then! � Mahalo.  

 

DDDeeeaaarrr   HHHaaallleeemmmaaannnooo   OOOhhhaaannnaaa,,,   
 

LLLooovvveee,,,   MMMeeeggguuummmiii,,,   SSSaaaeeeOOO,,,   SSSaaakkkiii,,,   aaannnddd   SSSaaaeeeKKK      
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DDDeeeaaarrr   OOOrrrrrr   FFFaaammmiiilllyyy   
How are you doing? 
We are having busy days here in Japan, and we miss 
 you guys so much. 
The memories of happy days with you always help 
 us. We are blessed to have you in our life. Thank  
you for all your kindness to us! I love you so much!  

 
MMMaaahhhaaalllooo��� YYYuuuuuukkkiii   aaannnddd   RRRiiiooonnnaaa   
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I was so happy to come back to your house and spend two weeks with you again. When you said 

‘Cheers to Aki’s return to this home’ and toasted me, I felt ‘This is my home’. When we made our 

plan for two weeks together, I felt ‘I am a member of this family’. !

Lisa. I loved the moment you rushed me like a real mother in the morning so that I won’t be late for 

school. Also, thank you for inviting me to the cooking class. Cooking together as if we are real mother 

and daughter made me feel so happy. You are my mother in Hawaii. I will never forget the taste of 

your pancake. !

Alex. Thank you for showing me around your winery as if I am your real daughter. Also, I was so 

happy when you told me ‘When you have a baby in the future, please visit us with your new family.’ 

I’m looking forward to introducing you to my future family as my father in Hawaii. !

Travis. I was almost weeping with joy when you told me ‘Two weeks is too short. You should stay 

more with us.’ I enjoyed talking and playing with you so much. Also, I was so happy 

when you told me about your dream. I will work hard for my job 

hunting so that I can tell you about my job when I see you next time. !

I love all of you. Thank you for giving me lots of wonderful memories.  

I will never forget the sunrise we saw together before heading to the airport.  

I will work hard in Japan so that you can proud of me as a member of  

your family. See you again someday. Take care. !

DDDeeeaaarrr   AAAllleeexxx,,,   LLLiiisssaaa,,,   aaannnddd   TTTrrraaavvviiisss      
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ハワイプロジェクトにとって 3度目の夏渡航では、10人の個性豊かなメンバーが集まり、「進化」を目標に掲げて取り組

んできました。新たな運動会というイベントにも挑戦することができ、メンバーにとっても実り多い渡航になりました。 

今回の渡航中、ホームステイ先でホストファミリーとハワイプロジェクトの魅力について話したことがありました。私

が思う、ハワイプロジェクトの魅力は、現地との結びつきがとても強いところです。ホストファザーはそれを”friendship”
と訳してくれました。たった 2週間の渡航ですが、その 2週間が 10年以上積み重なって今のハワイプロジェクトがあり

ます。わたし自身もこの 9人のメンバーと共にこの friendshipの一部になれたことを本当に嬉しく思っていますし、こ

れこそ次の世代へと伝えていくべきものだと気付くことができました。この friendship を大切にしながらハワイプロジ

ェクトがさらに発展していくことを願ってやみません。 

Xanthe先生を始めとした現地の方々、日本で助けてくださったWAVOCの職員の皆様、先輩方、そして一緒に渡航して

くれたメンバーすべての人の支えがあってこのプロジェクトを成功させることができました。本当にありがとうござい

ました。 

 

In this summer project, which is 3rd time for Hawaii project, 10 individual members gathered up and were engaged 

with having our goals “progress”. We could challenge a new event “sports-day” and had very precious experience. 
I had talked about attraction of Hawaii project with my host family during this stay. I think attraction of this project 

is very strong ties to Volcano. Host father translated it as “friendship”. Although our stay is only two weeks, these 

two weeks have been accumulated over ten years and make Hawaii project now. I’m very happy to be a part of this 

“friendship” with these wonderful members and noticed that this is what we must tell to next members. I hope that 

WAVOC-VSAS project will be developed more taking care of this “friendship”. 
With every support of people in Volcano including Xanthe-sensei, all WAVOC staff helping us in Japan and members 

who came to Valcano together, this project was succeeded. Thank you very much. 

 

Sae Kitagawa 

December 17, 2014 
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