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Enduring Spirit, Evolving Waseda: The 150th Anniversary Project Begins

Ple BfEHD S5 —

20258ENER=—2—AZBNALET,

HEADLINE

A M el A RAEH A TR 2 B

Waseda University Hosts Lecture Event on Campus Welcoming Nihon Hidankyo
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A New Hub for Waseda's Contribution to Society: GCC Common Room Opens
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Creating Innovation from the Social Sciences: Waseda Startup, VETA Corp. Established
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Campus Tour Attendance Surpasses 400,000 People
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Cultural Differences in Interpreting Communication Among People With ASD
in Japan and the United Kingdom
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Members of the MEXT Private University Review Panel Visit Campus
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Waseda University and Mitsubishi Electric Sign Agreement on Industry-Academia
Collaboration for Developing DX Talent
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Waseda Startup bitBiome Selected for “Forbes Asia 100 To Watch 2025"
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Waseda Robotics Featured at the 2025 World Expo
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Open Innovation Driven by the “Convergence of Knowledge”
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Waseda University Signs Memorandum of Cooperation with Taipei City
Government on Internships
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Honjo-Waseda no Mori Museum Celebrates 5th Anniversary
Special Dialogue Held on the Appeal of Performing Arts
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“One-Time-Only Special Class by Kiyoshi Shigematsu”
Held For an Audience of 1,000
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Waseda University History Museum
Begins Paid Licensing-Service for Image Archives
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Special Website Launched for
Tsubouchi Memorial Theatre Museum's 100th Anniversary
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Waseda University Tsubouchi Shoyo Award Presentation Ceremony Held
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Waseda Ishibashi Tanzan Memorial Journalism Award

Presentation Ceremony Held
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“Higashifushimi Enji Project” Launched to Give Back to the Community
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2025 Nippon Professional Baseball Draft
Two Waseda University Baseball Players Go Pro
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Enduring Spirit, Evolvmg Vas-eda
The 150th Anhiversary Project Begins
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In 2032, Waseda University will celebrate the 150th anniversary of its founding.

Carrying forward the founding spirit and striving to become a "university that

contributes to humankind throughout the world," the University is advancing its "150th Anniversary Project."
This feature introduces the full scope of this project as it moves into full swing.
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150th Anniversary Project
Opening Ceremony Held

On October 19, 2025, Waseda University held the "Opening
Ceremony for the 150th ve y Project." Conducted
jointly with the "60th Homecoming Day Ceremony," the event
welcomed approximately 3,000 alumni. On the stage of Waseda
Arena on the Toyama Campus, people active ir le range
of fields both from within and outside the Unive took part.
The program featured performances by musical groups, talk
sessions, and more, along with presentations of the vision for
the 150th Anniver Project.

‘B =AIlFvr>/X BFgA7U—F



*TV"I ALVA

HOX

Waseda University's 150th Anniversary Project
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Aiming to Become a University that Contributes to
Humankind Throughout the World, Driving Reforms in
Contribution, Education, and Research

At the opening ceremony, President Aiji Tanaka presented the over
all vision for the 150th Anniversary Project.

"Looking ahead beyond 2032, the year of Waseda University's 150th
anniversary, we have set forth our vision of what Waseda should be
in the year 2050: a university that contributes to humankind through-
out the world. The 150th Anniversary Project is the initiative through
which we will pursue reforms to realize this vision. The concept of this
project is ‘Change Today, Shape Tomorrow! It carries forward the ideal
articulated by our founder, Shigenobu Okuma: ‘Do not think only of
your own interest, your family's interest, or the interests of your coun-
try alone, but be ambitious to contribute to humankind throughout the
world."

To pass on Waseda's founding spirit—"Independence of
Scholarship," "Practical Application of Scholarship," and "Fostering
of Good Citizens"—to future generations, three elements are indis-
pensable: contribution to people, society, and the planet; education
that nurtures individuals capable of driving social transformation;
and research that advances original ideas benefiting humankind.
The 150th Anniversary Project is structured around three pillars: the
Global Citizenship Center (Contribution), the Global Education Center
(Education), and the Global Research Center (Research).

'As central hubs for these efforts, we have established the Global
Citizenship Center, Global Education Center, and Global Research
Center. By working closely together, these centers will advance a
wide range of initiatives. To give one example: in response to increas-
ingly severe natural disasters, the Global Citizenship Center could
identify social challenges, the Global Research Center could conduct
research that contributes to solutions, and students trained through
the Global Education Center could take charge of implementation
and on-site support. This type of integrated approach is expected to
become possible."

The 150th Anniversary Project also includes efforts to expand
Waseda's research and educational environment to global standards.
On the Waseda Campus, the new Building 9, set to serve as a new
hub of knowledge, is scheduled to open in 2027. On the Nishi-Waseda
Campus, redevelopment is underway, centered on rebuilding four
major facilities.

President Tanaka closed with a request: "To realize these projects,
the support of all stakeholders is essential. We ask for your under
standing and cooperation as we embark on the changes and efforts
needed for 2050."
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A Strong Industry-Government-Academia Network
Essential in an Era of Turbulence

As part of the anniversary initiatives, Waseda University has estab-
lished the 150th Anniversary Project Promotion Committee, an orga-
nization dedicated to broadly communicating the project’s vision and
achievements. Seiji Nakata, Chairman of the Board of Directors of
Daiwa Securities Group Inc. and Chair of the Committee, spoke about
the project’s significance to society.

"Today's international community faces deepening divisions, geopo-
litical tensions, and climate change. Within Japan as well, numerous
social issues, including the declining birthrate and aging population,
and disparities between regions, are piling up. In such a turbulent era,
the role of universities is more important than ever. By enhancing the
quality of research and education, generating new innovation, and
implementing it in society, we will solve these challenges. Industry,
government, and academia must work in close collaboration to build a
better future. This attitude is essential now more than ever. | strongly
relate to the 150th Anniversary Project, which embody a commitment
to contributing to the world, and this is why | accepted the role of
Committee Chair."

From his perspective in the business world, facing global realities
firsthand, Nakata stressed the importance of networks for strengthen-
ing academic and industrial capabilities.

"Waseda University, with its strong track record in both sending and
hosting international students, will continue to cultivate individuals
who understand diverse cultures and values and who can address
global challenges. Such an intellectual environment should also fos-
ter the kind of innovative thinking needed for a sustainable society.
Furthermore, the continued engagement of stakeholders with the
University helps establish role models for current students and sup-
ports university-driven innovation, thereby enhancing Japan's overall
academic and industrial competitiveness. The success of the 150th
Anniversary Project is impossible without your insights and coopera-
tion. We sincerely hope that as many of you as possible will lend your
understanding and support.”

I:FEIE:J&E.I Seiji Nakata
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Alumni Share the Appeal of Waseda
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The Creator of DRAGON QUEST on What It
Takes to Keep Thriving at the Forefront

As a special program at the opening ceremony, a talk
session was held with game designer Yuji Horii, creator
of the DRAGON QUEST role-playing game series. He
spoke about his long-standing career at the forefront of
the industry as well as the appeal of Waseda University.

Horii, one of Japan's most renowned game designers,
is a graduate of the School of Letters, Arts and Sciences
|. While at Waseda, he was a member of the Manga
Research Society and also worked as a writer.

'l had wanted to become a manga artist since high
school and aimed to study in the School of Letters.
Waseda's School of Letters, Arts and Sciences | allowed
me to take the entrance exam using mathematics,
which | was good at. During my time at Waseda, | met
a senior classmate in the publishing industry and began
working as a writer. After graduation, | started my career
as a freelance writer. | entered the game industry after
becoming absorbed in computers. Because | had a
natural affinity for math, | taught myself programming,
submitted an original game to a contest, won an award,
and that led me to start my path as a game designer."

DRAGON QUEST was released in 1986. After that
came a string of major hits that defined Japanese gam-
ing culture, including DRAGON QUEST Il : The Seeds of
Salvation, which became a social phenomenon.

"When the NES had just come out, action games
were the mainstream. | was convinced that a role-
playing game would definitely sell. We created the first
DRAGON QUEST, it succeeded, and that led to I, IlI,
and onwards. Today, eleven titles have been released."
Having been involved in the game industry for many
years, how does Horii see games today?

"Nowadays almost everyone enjoys games. | feel
that games are received very positively. With technolo-
gies like VR becoming commonplace, games will open
up new possibilities where the virtual and real worlds
intersect."

Horii has always remained at the forefront of the
industry. According to him, the key to success is enjoy-
ment.

"I think the biggest factor is simply that I've always
loved games. I've faced many challenges, but thanks
to the reactions and expectations of so many fans, I've
been able to enjoy my work throughout my career."

Do Not Fear Failure—Use Waseda’s Free-
Spirited Environment to Explore Every
Possibility

In the talk session, Horii offered a message to Waseda
University and its current students.

'l wasn't a particularly outstanding student during
my time at Waseda. Even so, the University's free and
tolerant atmosphere accepted me, and that, | think, is
what defines Waseda. | met many different people while
| was a student, and those encounters shaped my life.
| hope Waseda University will continue to be a place
that gives the younger generation room to explore their
potential.

To all the students: don't fear failure. Try different
things and gradually discover your own path. When
you're young, no matter how many mistakes you make,
you can always recover. In life, the regret of not doing
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something is always greater than the regret of trying
and failing. So, keep taking on new challenges."

RIS 150RFERZEEA—T= I L E=—
2EE-EB

(BRI 150AFRESEEERER]

(2I1—T1R—h)
B Bja  FHEAZ KR
Wk X  PHAXT BRRGERERY

(BER)
hH #HE  HAREKRTESY L — TR ERER.
ERERFTEESR. WPIRAEASNS

(BIZER)

B R FEKRE BEEE. REMERAZER: A%
Ny € S ESEIE

AR R— FHEAXT EARR. PRBBERS

(ZEWPIRFATR))

AH #HA FEIEEGISE AKRIEERLER COO.
BREXFTEE

iR SEEHARAE RRATHE ATRUER
CEO. RfEHXZTHE

BIR BF BRWEKRZT APPMbt 2%

BEA BRI NITIAAYSAY =TT a—v3
VRS RHRE,. BREAZIEE. BiEH
AFEBERR

+B @t Vo —THR e BURR RENTERYE
& CEO. EfEHKXFFHE

B Bt IrESHIat ARIERENER. BiEE

KEFER
BIE R MERRIEARSH RERDERLR. 276
AASERRRARE

HEX— #HARHVTEYZ ARIWRERFRTRE
RHE®R GMOAYy—xvh7IL—THARH BHR
I —TRHRRTRE CFO

(RE(BR&TRISER))
Ml SXF PHMAXPRES BINRS#E
it B FWAAFERS BIRKES

(RE (FRBBEHR))

®iEk HZ FHAXT ERR
AE Bz FHEAKRT BEEE
WA EH FHEAXT BEEE
HEXA FEEAXT BEEE
KE XF FHEXT EER
RE fCl  FREKRT BF

(54 EssE ]

BE RS BARBESRRELRY RERRE. P
HENTRE e PN

HEME EARRHARH RERDFRAR. SEEA
B

HAL  EREAYABRR:R RERR. SWEAY
HRESEIRR

N

[ERBE]

BH %E % 15K BEMAXTE KR
#RE " % 16 X RMEXT H&

(FBEEE B BHES. BF. PR
(Az]

EEME NHKFFOYT—



CESELFBTEREINTVIRROESEDS,

BRAXFEPEEICETL

BRFPIGEROXvE—DVebF LV ELEELE,

150 FREBRFRVIT I DSE,
BEOXy&—I®/2E21—
RREEIBVELETET,

Messages and interviews from alumni can also be
viewed on the 150th Anniversary website.
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Global Citizenship Center
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With the high aspiration of contributing to humankind throughout
the world, Waseda aims to realize its vision through a comprehensive,
interdisciplinary approach that integrates expertise from a wide range of
fields. By bringing together the University's knowledge and educational
resources, and through international and domestic volunteer activities,
collaboration with local communities and industry, leadership education,
and experiential learning, Waseda is steadily advancing the development

of individuals capable of contributing on a global scale.
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Three Pillars of the 150th Anniversary Project
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Under the leadership of the President and Provost, Waseda is promoting

both top-down and bottom-up approaches to strengthen research capa-
bilities and advance emerging research. The University is proactively launching

research themes dedicated to contributing to all humanity, bringing together
knowledge across disciplines. Through strategic resource allocation and

diverse collaborations within Japan and abroad, Waseda aims to create new
social value and realize its vision for the future.
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TOPIC 1
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Volunteer Activities
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The reconstruction
support initiatives
launched in response
to the Great East
Japan Earthquake have
steadily developed into
Waseda's own distinc-
tive support model
through collaboration
among students, fac-
ulty, staff, and alumni.
In FY2023, Waseda carried out further reconstruc-
tion efforts in areas affected by the Noto Peninsula
Earthquake, including Akita City and Iwaki City.
Through hands-on work and direct engagement with
local communities, students are cultivating the mind-
set needed to confront natural disasters.
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TOPIC 3
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Global Education Center
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Aiming to complete a univer-
sity-wide framework for com-
prehensive, interdisciplinary
education, Waseda is advancing
foundational education, including
academic writing, mathemati-
cal thinking, and data science,
alongside entrance examination
reforms. By strengthening the
basis of liberal arts and science-
integrated learning and enhancing .
systems such as minors across = =an
undergraduate and graduate pro-
grams as well as study-abroad
schemes, the University seeks to
fundamentally transform its edu-
cational system and foster highly
capable individuals with a global
perspective.
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TOPIC 2
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Expansion of Data Science Education
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Led by the Center for
Data Science, the
University is offering
data science education
across all faculties and
schools. This includes
certification through the
Certification Program in
Data Science. Waseda
aims to cultivate indi-
viduals capable of creat-
ing new knowledge by
integrating data science with their specialized fields.
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Details on the 150th Anniversary
Project can be found here.

WK TR ERGE
VAsDE AN ¥

Research Project on Disaster-Affected Area
Support and Victim Relief
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This project integrates Al and robotics to develop
technologies for rescuing victims trapped in col-
lapsed structures or under debris. By forming
partnerships among manufacturers, construction
companies, and the University, the project com-
bines scientific and technological expertise with
insights from disastervolunteer activities. On-the-
ground needs in disasterstricken areas are reflect-
ed directly in the research, and the outcomes are
applied to education and human resource develop-
ment. The University is building a campus-wide
system capable of swiftly delivering the necessary
technologies and human and material resources in
the event of a disaster.
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Requesting Your Support for the 150th Anniversary Project
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WASEDA University 15 th

Additional information

in English is available
on our website.
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Waseda University Hosts Lecture Event on Campus Welcoming Nihon Hidankyo
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On November 6, 2025, Waseda University held a commemorative lecture at the
Okuma Auditorium featuring the Japan Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers
Organizations (Nihon Hidankyo), which received the 2024 Nobel Peace Prize.
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Waseda University opened the GCC (Global Citizenship Center) Common Room
as its newest base for advancing Waseda's contribution to society in Building 27 z

on the Waseda Campus. On September 30, 2025, the University held an opening GCC Common Roomi3fE£ED HEBER 7L —7
ceremony attended by current students, representatives of the Waseda shopping T =27 ICHRE NS E . [EEROFHEH BT 22M 1
district, and other guests. RYFDOBELTHERESNET
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Creating Innovation from the Social Sciences: Waseda Startup, VETA Corp. Established
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OnApril 30, 2025, new startup VETA Corp. was founded with the aim

of commercializing research outcomes from the Faculty of Political : Zz i \ 5
Science and Economics at Waseda University. Drawing on insights 6H24RICRE R R 2 M, 22 oHPEaRR, VETALOREA

from the social sciences, the company hopes to address social fric- CEO (R HRFBIa R AIMARED L ORBEAMARHET) . LA
tions that arise from mismatches in people's values. The company , “FCSO (FHfHKZBURKEFZEMBEEIR) . HEBERCKO (FAFH A
has developed a proprietary algorithm, the "Value Elicitation Method", BUARHAMbEEIE) . WUVOILARTHRE. KEFRFCFO

which builds on advances in conjoint analysis, a survey analysis meth-

od often used in political science.
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Campus Tour Attendance Surpasses 400,000 People
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Waseda University has offered the “Waseda University Campus Tour”
since 1989. In the 2024 academic year, the tour drew approximately
19,000 participants, making it one of the largest university tours in BREHF ¥ Y ISADY 7 — 0)1%% YT —HA FEAACEBDRAY YT
Japan. In 2025, its 36th year, cumulative participation surpassed DEZA 5 |

400,000. While university campus tours are now common across

Japan, Waseda's initiative was the first of its kind when it began.
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Cultural Differences in Interpreting Communication

U

Among People With ASD in Japan and the United Kingdom
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Optimal Meal and Exercise Timing for Postmenopausal Women’s Metabolism
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A research group led by Yuko
Okamoto, Visiting Junior
Researcher at the Faculty of
Human Sciences, Professor
Rieko Osu, and Dr. Bianca
Schuster, at the time a JSPS
Postdoctoral Fellow, con-
ducted a comparative study
on differences in the ability
to infer others' mental states
among people with autism
spectrum disorder (ASD) and
non-ASD individuals in the
UK and Japan. The specific
types of communication chal-
lenges faced by people with
ASD differ between Japan
and the UK. These findings
indicate that applying ASD
research, particularly that
which is conducted mainly in
Western countries, to other
cultural contexts may require
careful consideration.

A research team led by
Professor Masashi Miyashita
of the Faculty of Sport
Sciences and Miki Sakazaki,
at the time a doctoral stu-
dent in Waseda University's
Graduate School of Sport
Sciences, examined how
differences in the glycemic
index of pre-exercise meals
and the timing of exercise
affect metabolism in post-
menopausal women.
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Members of the MEXT Private University Review Panel Visit Campus

On’June 11, 2025, members of the Ministry of Education, Culture,
"“Envisioning the Role

Sports, Science and Technology's review panel,

mENThhE Lz

of Private Universities as Partners to Society Toward 2040, visited
Waseda University to observe several of the University’s leading initia-
tives.
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Demonstration Project Begins Using Surplus Local Solar Power to Charge EV Buses

A research team led by
Professor Yasuhiro Hayashi
of the Faculty of Science
and Engineering, Chairman
of Waseda University
Advanced Collaborative
Research Organization for
Smart Society, together
with Associate Professor
Teppei Osada of Utsunomiya
University and others, start-
ed the demonstration proj-
ect in Utsunomiya City from
February 20, 2025.
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Waseda University and Mitsubishi Electric Sign Agreement on
Industry—Academia Collaboration for Developing DX Talent
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Waseda Startup bitBiome Selected for “Forbes Asia 100 To Watch 2025”

BRSHAZHE T 20 O )1 IE A EZEZ (B AU RE 5 bitBiome Inc., a Waseda University startup founded

in 2018 based on the “microbial single-cell genom-

E) PR L7 rfffflﬁi% PYTNENT I IR |EfiES LI ics” technology developed by Associate Professor
£ £ o X AS < Masahito Hosokawa (then a Junior Researcher) of the

0IBFICAES NI, RERORY Ty TRETHB Faculty of Science and Engineering, was selected for

bitBiometkz&4t A5, [Forbes Asia 100 To Watch 2025]ic the “Forbes Asia 100 To Watch 2025.”
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Waseda Robotics Featured at the 2025 World Expo
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project led by Professor
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ential showcase “Moonshot
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nity to reflect on a future A"

Nl OS s ey society in which humans  oygisspapa oz 9 KEBREZDF LK
Lk EBICEZAIBEFEMLE L. and robots coexist.
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Open Innovation Driven by the “Convergence of Knowledge”: WOI'25 Held on the Waseda Campus
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sity startups.
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W-SPRING & W-SPRING-AI PhD Forum Held
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Yanai Initiative: English-Language Noh Play “Oppenheimer”

Aiji Tanaka
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As part of the Yanai Initiative, a collaborative pro- XHIHA =375 1 73R %EOMFER R T 7 — 2 FUFA
gram between Waseda University and the University of ) Y PREMEHE S ERHE) O SEMIC & BA LTIk & & (18
California, Los Angeles, the English-language Noh play HIE LT2014EICRIE LS L

“Oppenheimer” was performed on August 6 and 9, 2025, ;

at the Kita Noh Theatre in Shinagawa, Tokyo. It was written BH AH®K

in 2015 by Allan Marett, Professor Emeritus at the University

of Sydney, Australia.
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NEWS Waseda University Signs Memorandum of Cooperation
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Special Dialogue Held on the Appeal of Performing Arts
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Honjo-Waseda no Mori Museum Celebrates 5th Anniversary

On October 11, 2025, the Honjo-Waseda
no Mori Museum hosted its Sth-anniversa-
ry event, “The Charm of Performing Arts
— The Joy of Kabuki, Theatre & Film.” The
program featured a conversation between
Rena Ichiki, a Nippon TV announcer and
alumna of Waseda University Honjo
Senior High School, and Professor Ryuichi
Kodama of the Faculty of Letters, Arts and
Sciences, who also serves as Director of
the Tsubouchi Memorial Theatre Museum
at Waseda University.
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“One-Time-Only Special Class by Kiyoshi Shigematsu” Held For an Audience of 1,000

On October 20, 2025, novelist Kiyoshi
Shigematsu, Professor (fixed-term) in
Waseda University's Faculty of Letters, Arts
and Sciences, delivered a one-night-only
special lecture in the Large Auditorium of
Okuma Auditorium as he concluded his
teaching appointment at Waseda in the
2025 academic year.
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Waseda University History Museum
Begins Paid Licensing Service for
Image Archives
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Ceremony Held
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Waseda University Tsubouchi Shoyo Award Presentation
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Special Website Launched for Tsubouchi

Memorial Theatre Museum’s 100th
Anniversary
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Waseda Ishibashi Tanzan Memorial
Journalism Award Presentation
Ceremony Held
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Rugby Football Club Uniform Sponsors Announced
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Waseda University's Rugby Football Club has introduced uniform
sponsorships for the first time beginning with the 2025 season,
supported by Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation and Rio
Holdings Co., Ltd. At the press conference held on September 4,
President Tanaka expressed his gratitude.
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“Higashifushimi Enji Project” Launched to Give Back to the Community

In August 2025, four clubs, including the
Association Football Club, the Handball
Club, the Hockey Club, and the Tennis
Team, organized a community clean-
up project titled “We Love This Town!
Higashifushimi Enji Project.” With grati-
tude for the town of Higashifushimi, which
serves as their home base, a total of 200
student-athletes joined forces across club
boundaries to take part in the clean-up
effort.
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2025 Nippon Professional Baseball Draft Two Waseda University Baseball Players Go Pro
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At the Nippon Professional Baseball Draft held on October 23, 2025,
two pitchers from the Waseda University Baseball Club were selected.
Tatsuki Ito (School of Sport Sciences, senior) was chosen in the second
round by the Tohoku Rakuten Golden Eagles, and Ren Tawa (School
of Education, senior) received a second-round pick from the Yomiuri
Giants. Ito achieved a no-hitter in the 2025 Spring League, only the
second in Waseda's history.
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Track and Field Club Place Second at Izumo Fkiden—First Podium Finish in 14 Years
Kudo Sets Japanese Record in 30 Years at All-Japan University Ekiden
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Waseda University's Track and Field Club competed in the Izumo All-Japan University o A A

Ekiden on October 13, where Tomonori Yamaguchi (School of Sport Sciences, senior;

Ekiden team captain) delivered a stellar performance, winning his section and helping the L HAKRZRUZ TRASK &7 - - BERDORE S
team secure second place, Waseda's first podium finish at the event in 14 years. At the LI E S SRR ()

All-Japan University Ekiden Championship held on November 2, Shinsaku Kudo (School of : SR

Sport Sciences, junior) broke the Japanese record for the 8th section. BHEEM: BREEHAR—Y s
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CAMPUS NOW

Published four times a year, this magazine is a compilation of in-
terviews with students, alumni, and faculty members on various
topics such as libraries, career design, and the convergence of
knowledge as envisioned by Waseda University. It is mainly deliv-
ered to the homes of parents of undergraduate students.

ERMERZEART AV hROEHEHRE TG

7 &SNS

X 3 A 1 [ A 8
SRBEHL

BARITOKRKEII 2= r—Y a3 Vi, SEEERER -5
FCEET 2 ER R EEERRRAIDOWER 2 ENF 5 —MT
T MREBEZ IMAOS LEHEFHZBHLAZOFDZH
FILBBIFLTVWET, :

Waseda Gakuho

The Alumni Association publishes this bi-monthly magazine.
Waseda Gakuho shares activities by the Alumni Association
and introduces alumni in various industries and sectors. It is
delivered to the homes of dues-paying members of the Alumni
Association and to other subscribers.
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Konpeki no Sora (The Azure Sky) Scholarship. Study Abroad Support Begins
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