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Positive/Empirical Analysis of Political Economy VOl_ﬁ

Prepare for Landing!

The academic year of 2023 will be the final year for the
Center for Positive/Empirical Analysis of Political
Economy, a research unit established in 2014 under the
10-year Top Global University (Waseda Goes Global)
project. Through the former research units such as the
Center of Excellence Program for the 21st Century and the
Global Center of Excellence Program, as well as through
the current project, our faculty, staff and graduate
students have made great efforts to bring us about an
exceptional, world-class research and education hub for
political economy, where political science and economics
are soundly merged.

The biggest reason | think that political science and
economics would merge is that more and more research
methods in various fields are being shared among
scholars these days. Currently, theoretical models
centered on game theory, statistical causal inference, and
experiments (survey, field, laboratory) are naturally used
by both political scientists and economists according to
their own interests. Since these methods are constantly
evolving, it’ s crucial that we keep learning from leading
experts from in and out of Japan in order to keep up with
the evolution for each method.

For this reason, we value international exchange. In
addition to inviting many researchers from overseas to
give lectures and seminars to the students at Waseda, we
also send out our students to overseas institutions to
receive training as well as to present their research results
abroad. The researchers/students based in the Center for
Positive/Empirical Analysis of Political Economy are
connected to the world while staying at Waseda.

The current goal of our research unit is to successfully
land the TGU project by 2023, and to prepare for a new
takeoff of the unit thereafter. We appreciate your support
and encouragement from everyone involved.
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News & Topics

! Latest publications by Professor Takumi Naito / R 15 8% m#MAEX

| The small open economy in a generalized gravity model (with Svetlana Demidova and Andrés Rodriguez-Clare)

NBER Working Paper 30394, August 2022.

| Can the optimal tariff be zero for a growing large country?
International Economic Review 62 1237-1280 August 2021.

| Trade diversion is reversed in the long run

Review of Economic Dynamics 39 202-219 January 2021.



https://doi.org/10.3386/w30394
https://doi.org/10.1111/iere.12528
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.red.2020.07.002

ESS@WASEDA

Essex Summer School at WASEDA (ESS@WASEDA)
started in 2016 in collaboration with the University of
Essex. We were able to hold ESS@WASEDA in person at
Waseda Campus this year for the first time since the
outbreak of Covid-19, inviting Dr. Royce Carroll and Dr.
Akitaka Matsuo from the University of Essex and offering
two courses from September 12 to 22. (Reference article)
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Scaling Methods and Ideal Point
Estimation (online)
Course review by Dr. Royce Carroll

“The students at the Waseda-Essex Summer School
were highly engaged in the course and it was a
rewarding experience to teach them. By the conclusion
of the course, it was clear that the students were ready
to apply the skills they learned to their research. |
encouraged them to look for potential applications in
their data and stay in touch with me for advice on how
to use the methods. Overall, it was a very enjoyable
experience to meet these students and | look forward
to future cooperation with Waseda.”

Introduction to Programming for Big Data
and Machine Learning in Social Science
Course review by Dr. Akitaka Matsuo

“Although the course had a relatively small number of
participants, they were all enthusiastic and their high
motivation was evident in their performance on the
exam given on the last day of the course. It was also an
interesting experience for me to talk with the students
during office hours about how they would apply the
course content to their research.

As | mentioned in class, | designed this course as the
first step for social science students to use R to do data
science. | hope that what you learn here will provide
you with clues to apply to the data analysis in their
future research. Furthermore, | would be happy if this
experience would encourage you to consider studying
abroad to learn more about your field of expertise or
the ever-advancing methods of data analysis in the
social sciences.”
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Professor Airo Hino (left) and Dr. Akitaka Matsuo (right)
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Essex Summer School has one of the longest traditions
in running a summer school in data analysis in social
sciences since 1967, and this year, which marks the
56th year of the program, saw more than 500
participants from over 50 countries. Essex Summer
School @ Waseda, which started in 2016, is designed
to provide opportunities to graduate students in Asia
without having to go to the UK to partake in the method
training courses. Waseda has offered the Essex
Summer School @ Waseda for 5 years, starting in 2016,
of which the Center for Positive/Empirical Analysis of
Political Economy has played a crucial role.

The University of Essex currently offers close to 50
varied courses on analytical methods, and | feel there is
great significance for deepening ties between
methodological training and analytical methods, which
are developing rapidly in the field of social sciences,
while keeping in mind the diverse world we live in. We
hope that participants take the data analysis skills
they’ ve learned with them to continue to grow these
skills as they use them in their research areas.

Though the program was unfortunately postponed for
two years due to Covid-19, we now look forward to next
year, the 6th occurrence of Essex Summer School @
Waseda, which we hope will lead to further
developments in the field of methodological training.
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The Center for Positive/Empirical Analysis of Political Economy

Top Global University Project, WASEDA University

https://www.waseda.jp/eape/



https://www.waseda.jp/inst/sgu/news-en/2022/10/18/17427/
https://www.waseda.jp/inst/sgu/news/2022/10/18/17366/
https://www.waseda.jp/eape/

