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This talk will explore the intersection between
sonic and visual dissonance in the 1920s Futurist
poetry of Hirato Renkichi, Hagiwara Kyo0jiro, and
Kitasono Katsue. I suggest that the recurring
presence of noise (onkyd) in these visual poems is
not merely a thematic motif but integral to the
poems’ complex formalizations of urban space and
sensorial overstimulation evident in Futurist
“words in liberty,” namely, onomatopoeia and
typographic dispersion. I will thereby situate close
readings of these poems’ formal devices within
what Saitd Ken terms their geopolitical
“soundscape” (onfuikei) to better appreciate the
mutually resonant dynamics of urbanization, sense
perception, and Futurist innovation.
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