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[ Abstract]

A substantial portion of U.S. military forces are stationed abroad, on allied territory. This effort is
costly and appears redundant if alliances perform a similar role more cheaply. Deployments of this
type are also typically too small to adequately defend an ally. What then do they achieve? We
refine existing insights in the literature, presenting a formal model in which deployments signal U.S.
resolve. We then provide the first systematic evidence for extended deterrence success through
costly signaling. By holding alliance status constant, we are able to assess different attributes of
deployments. Time-series analysis of the U.S.-dapan security treaty further isolates deployment
from endogeneity or reverse causation. As predicted by the model, the proportion of military
expenditures tied to U.S. deployments in Japan accounts for extended general deterrence
outcomes much better than the total number of troops stationed in the country. Our findings further
suggest that the United States can continue to deter in a period of relative decline, as long as
withdrawals of overseas troops are smaller than the relative decline of the U.S. economy.
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