


11/22+23/2018
USA – Thanksgiving + Black Friday

“I feel li“I feel like Thanksgiving is pretty self-explanatory? If you 
really want to, in technical terms – “a day of giving thanks for 
the blessing of the harvest and of the preceding year”. For me 
though, it’s just an excuse to eat loads of good food when I 
was home. Really, it’s funny how almost thirty of us are 
crammed up in such a small space, but it’s just nice that the 
whole family is together, watching the parades. My favorite 
papart, though, is how I get to eat as much pie as I want – 
pumpkin, apple, custard, all that good stuff. The next best 
part is the Black Friday sales, when stores drop crazy low 
prices and people literally migrate in thousands and millions 
just to snag a deal. I went once and that was really quite the 
experience.” 

NOVEMBER PIZZAZZ
Roasted turkey. Corn pudding. Mashed potatoes. Thanksgiving in November provides the perfect excuse to 

indulge in some fancy food, but of course here at WISH, Thanksgiving is not the only November 
celebration that is known to its residents. Since WISH is a multi-national dorm, residents from all cultures 

have their own celebrations that they take part in, which also shares awareness and appreciation.

11/7/2018
India – Diwali

“In“In India, Diwali is one our biggest festivals of all 
time. Diwali itself means rows of lighted lamps, and 
it comes from us lighting everywhere up with diyas, 
which are small oil lamps. It’s so pretty, since there’s 
just light everywhere and it’s just so nice. We’re also 
really excited for exchanging gifts, and it’s one of the 
few times we get to put on our best clothes. It sucks 
toto have to clean up before then though, but it kind of 
makes sense since we also consider Diwali to be kind 
of a “New Year” and we also pray to the elephant god 
Ganesha for good luck and the goddess Lakshmi for 
wealth and wisdom.”

11/1-2/2018
Mexico – Dia de Muertos (Day of the Dead)

“It“It’s NOT Halloween! Yes, it does give off a Halloween vibe 
because of the word “dead” and we have the sugar skulls but 
it’s NOT Halloween. I feel like everyone knows this 
celebration after watching Coco/Remember Me. Basically it’s 
what the movie portrays – family and friends gather to pray 
for and remember our loved ones who have passed away. The 
marigolds act as guidance that helps with their spiritual 
joujourney to pass to and from the other world. We also have 
“ofrendas”, which mean “offerings”, and they’re basically altars 
with all kinds of foods that the departed like, and they’re 
meant be left outside the house as sort of a welcoming 
gesture. It’s a huge part of Mexican culture and heritage.”



Autumn 
Foliage

Koishikawa Korakuen (小石川後楽園)
•• One of Tokyo’s oldest and best Japanese gardens, 
Koishikawa Korakuen was built in early Edo Period as a 
residence of the ruling Tokugawa family. Like traditional 
Japanese gardens, there are ponds, stones, trees, and 
manmade hills to replicate and reproduce famous 
landscapes, with the feeling of being present at Japanese 
and Chinese sceneries. There are dozens of maple trees, 
ththat turn vibrant shades of orange and red together, and 
some ginkgo trees. 
• Closest station: Iidabashi Station (飯田橋駅)
• Hours: 9:00 ~ 17:00
• Admission: 300 yen

Meiji Jingu Gaien (明治神宮外苑)  

•• Located near the Japan National Stadium, this park is 

oftenly used as a film site for TV dramas. Just by looking 

at the images of this park online, there are countless 

photos of yellow and gold gingko trees lined up on both 

sides of the road. From 11/15 to first week of December, 

there will be the Jingu Gaien Gingko Festival (10:00 – 

17:30) held in this park. You can enjoy famous regional 

prproducts from all over Japan. 

• Closest station:  Shinanomachi Station (信濃町駅)

In Tokyo: 



Rikugien (六義園) 

•• Considered as Tokyo’s most beautiful Japanese landscape garden, along 

with Koishikawa Korakuen. Built for the 5th Tokugawa Shogun, Rikugien 

means “six poems garden”.This garden is a good example of and Edo 

Period garden where you can take a stroll and absorb the autumn air. The 

view is particularly stunning around the stream that runs by the Tsutsuji 

no Chaya teahouse. There is also illuminations of the park at night, so you 

can enjoy scenery late at night too. 

•• Closest station: Komagome Station (駒込駅)

• Hours: 9:00 ~ 17:00 (evening light up until 21:00) 

• Admission: 300 yen

Showa Kinen Park (国営昭和記念公園)

•• Located 30 minutes away from central Tokyo and considered the 

largest park in Japan, Showa Kinen Park can allow you to iew different 

flowers – such as tulips, sunflowers, and cosmoses with gingko leaves. 

While you are there, go visit the road known as “Canal”. It is lined 

with gingko trees on both sides. After taking a stroll in the park, there 

are teahouses located within the park where you can take a break and 

savor Japanese sweets.

•• Closest station:  Tachikawa-Kita Station (立川北駅)

• Hours: 9:30~16:30 

• Admission: 410 yen 

Mt. Takao (高尾山)

•• Though not located near the centre of Tokyo, this mountain 

is accessible in around one hour by train from Shinjuku. There 

is a temple and attractive hiking opportunities, with eight 

different trails, based on hiking time and difficulty level. You can 

also observe the maple leaves on the mountain while taking the 

cable car line.  

•• From 11/1 – 11/30, the Mt. Takao Maple Festival will be 

held. There will be different events and concerts held to 

entertain you all. 

• Closest station: Takaosanguchi Station (高尾山口)

Hitachi Seaside Park (国営ひたち海浜公園)

•• Located in Ibaraki Prefecture (northeast of Kanto region), this park is 

best known for two flowers: Nemophila and Kochia. Since it’s autumn, 

the Kochia balls is covered in red. I guarantee you that you will be 

overwhelmed by the sea of red surrounding everyone. In addition, there 

is the Ibaraki Bara Matsuri (Ibaraki Rose Festival), where there are about 

120 varieties and a total of 3400 roses blooming at the Hitachi Rose 

Garden. 

•• Closest station: Katsuta Station (勝田駅) –> then take the bus 

• Hours: 9:30 ~ 16:30

Outside of Tokyo:



THE WISH AUTUMN
 PIE FESTIVAL





A New Discovery… 
The WISH Walk
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