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While Odaiba is famous for its various shopping outlets and a
miniature Statue of Liberty, the Ooedo-Onsen Monogatari is
often left unnoticed. What is the Ooedo-Onsen Monogatari? It
is a natural onsen (hot spring) theme park in the Odaiba area
near Tokyo Bay. Everyone from children to adults can spend a
whole day strolling around in yukata robes through the
shopping arcades that recreate the vibrant bustle of the
Shitamachi (downtown) section of old Edo. The onsen includes
a selection of different baths such as jet pools, oxygen bubble
baths, and steam saunas. In the great hall, you can order lots of
festival favorites: yakisoba, takoyaki and okonomiyaki, all from

different restaurants. You should note, though, that visitors with
tattoos will be declined, as most public baths in Japan have
similar policies. However, if you ever find yourself wanting to
wander around an Edo-period hall in a yukata and ignore your
real-world problems for a few hours, then the Ooedo-Onsen is
the perfect place for you to visit during the winter holidays!
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69th Sapporo Snow Festival/ &2 D (Feb 5th ~ Feb 11th 2018)
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Winter Sports

This passage is not about skiing or
skateboarding, but related to some easier
activities which you may do just near WISH
or even inside your room.

Back in my high school, there was a winter
sports meeting every year. In the
competition, we mainly did three kinds of
sports - rope skipping, shuttlecock
kicking, and jogging.

Rope skipping is a kind of sports in which
one or more participants jump over a rope
swung so that it passes their feet and over
their heads. And sometimes participants can
even do special tricks while jumping
(freestyle). You just need a rope and three
square meters area to start. However, the
benefits are significant. It is said people can
reduce their weight if they keep jumping
rope 20 minutes every day.

Another sport that is almost as easy to play
is shuttlecock kicking. All the tool you
need in a shuttlecock is shown in the this
picture .

Chinese shuttlecock(Jianzi) is a traditional
sport in which players aim to keep a heavily
weighted shuttlecock in the air by using
their bodies, apart from the hands.

Jogging, we all know that! You can go
jogging wherever you like, in the fitness
room of WISH or roads around WISH.

Best wishes for everyone: hope we do not
put up weight during the winter! (Fu)
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Winter Holidays

A Multicultural Winter Holiday Season at WISH by Luigi, Yoshiki, & Gaku

WISH residents are well aware of the diversity present in their dorm environment -

we are fortunate enough to interact with people from all over the world on a daily basis.
While foreign residents spend much time learning about Japan from their Japanese
counterparts, we thought it would be a nice exchange for foreign residents to talk about
their culture, namely the manner in which they celebrate winter holidays.

We interviewed four residents about how they celebrate during winter in their home
countries!

DAVID, CHINA: IN CHINA, ONLY SOME STUDENTS AND TEACHERS ARE VERY
LUCKY ENOUGH TO HAVE LONG WINTER HOLIDAYS. THEREFORE, CHINESE
PEOPLE WOULD REGARD THE SPRING FESTIVAL AS WINTER HOLIDAYS.
THOUGH CALLED "SPRING”, IT USUALLY STARTS IN LATE JANUARY, WHEN
MOST OF CHINA IS FULL OF OF SNOW.“ PEOPLE IN CHINA PLACE FAMILY AS
A HIGH PRIORITY WHEN COMPARED TO WORK, SO IT IS A RARE
OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS THEIR LOVE TO FAMILIES. SO FAMILIES
GATHER TOGETHER TO SHARE THE HAPPINESS OF A FAMILY UNION. SOME
WHO ARE FROM THE COLD PLACES MIGRATE TO WARM PLACES.

Richard, USA: In the USA, we celebrate our winter holiday around Christmas. It
starts around a week before the 25th of December, and it ends around the 4th of
January. Of course, America is a nation of immigrants, making the winter
holidays diverse in culture, and most people celebrate Christmas alongside their
traditions. It is mostly a time for family, to meet relatives, and to relax at the end
of the year.

MINA, NORWAY: "WINTER VACATION”, WHICH REFERS TO THE 1-2 WEEK
LONG VACATION IN DECEMBER-JANUARY IS ACTUALLY CALLED “CHRISTMAS
VACATION” (JULEFERIE) IN NORWAY. WHAT WE CALL “"WINTER

VACATION” (VINTERFERIE) IS ACTUALLY A 1 WEEK BREAK IN THE MIDDLE OF
FEBRUARY, WHICH IS WHAT JAPAN OR THE US CALLS A “SPRING BREAK”,
THOUGH A LOT SHORTER.

RITVIK, INDIA: IN HINDUISM, WE DON'T CELEBRATE MUCH IN DECEMBER AS THE TRADITIONAL
NEW YEAR IS AROUND DIWALI (OCTOBER-ISH). SO THE HOLIDAYS IS BASICALLY JUST TIME OFF AS
IT'S COLD OUTSIDE AND PEOPLE MOSTLY CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR'S EVE LIKE ANYWHERE ELSE IN
THE WORLD. LATER IN JANUARY, THERE ARE A LOT OF REGIONAL CROP FESTIVALS IN NORTH
INDIA AS CROPS RIPEN. BASICALLY, IT'S JUST A CHILL TIME AND THERE ARE NO "OFFICIAL"
FESTIVALS. TO TRANSLATE THE WORD “WINTER HOLIDAYS" IS COMPLICATED BECAUSE THERE ARE
SO MANY LANGUAGES IN INDIA, BUT IN HINDHI | WOULD SAY IS THE FORMAL TRANSLATION
“IRdeBTeA 3rareBTer (SHEETKALEEN AVKASH) AND @& @t fgat (SARDI KI CHUTTIYAN) INFORMALLY.

Happy winter holidays to you all - Merry Christmas if that is your thing, and have a Happy New Year!




