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The 3rd International Symposium
“Beyond Anti-globalism : An Inter-regional Comparison”

PURPOSE

In 2016, there was a surge in anti-globalist movements. In the United Kingdom, criticism over a
surge in the refugee population increased, and there was significant backlash against the European
Union’ s policy concerning the matter. In June of that year, a national referendum was held (also
known as Brexit), which asked citizens whether or not the United Kingdom should withdraw from its
membership with the European Union. The pro-withdrawal vote was higher, and plans were begun to
end membership.

The criticism of refugee immigrant policy was also gaining momentum in the United States. During
the 2016 presidential campaign in November, Republican candidate Donald Trump pledged to restrict
immigrant and refugee acceptance into the country, citing an “America first” policy. Trump won the
election.

Why, then, did anti-globalism (often referred to as "populism") increase in Britain and the United
States, which resulted in a significant influence on policy making? Why didn't criticism of those same
policies lead to anti-globalist movements in continental Europe? Why hasn’ t the same occurred in
Southeast Asian countries? To date, these questions have not received adequate attention, and the
reasons behind the differences have not been investigated. This symposium addresses these three
questions by approaching them from the two perspectives of economics and politics.




