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Title: Toyoko Kids and the Search for Belonging

Abstract:

The “Toyoko Kids,” a group of vulnerable youth who gather around Kabukicho in Shinjuku, have
become a symbol of youth marginalization in contemporary Japan. Media coverage often highlights
issues such as substance abuse, exploitation, and delinquency, yet less attention is given to why these
young people are drawn to Toyoko in the first place.

This project examines the social and institutional factors that lead vulnerable youth to seek
belonging in street communities. Through the analysis of the documentary, “The Girl Who Chose
Toyoko — The Reality of Toyoko, a 'Fantasy Land' for Lost Youth,” this project explores how
family conflict, school disengagement, and limited access to support systems contribute to the
phenomenon.

Rather than viewing Toyoko Kids solely as a public safety issue, this research considers the broader
question of why some young people fall through the “cracks” of existing social welfare structures.
This project seeks to evaluate how Japanese society can create more effective means of support and

belonging for vulnerable youth.
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