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English Abstract

This presentation investigates the complex interplay between education, neoliberalism, and

vocationalism, with a specific focus on Waseda University. The rise of neoliberalism, defined
by its market-driven approaches and emphasis on economic efficiency, has significantly
influenced educational policies and practices globally. This shift has contributed to the rise
of vocationalism, wherein educational programs increasingly aim to produce a workforce
attuned to the demands of the global market. Our study utilizes surveys conducted among
students and professors at Waseda University to analyze how these neoliberal policies shape
educational experiences and expectations. We explore the impact on curricula, institutional
priorities, and the overarching goals of education, highlighting the tension between skill
acquisition and holistic development. By examining these trends, we assess whether the
alignment of education with market needs compromises broader educational objectives, such
as civic engagement. Our findings aim to enrich the discourse on balancing economic
imperatives with the cultivation of well-rounded, informed, and engaged citizens within the

educational landscape.
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