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Africa’s Expectation to TICAD IV
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H. E. Dr. Emile Rwamasirabo, Ambassador of Rwanda to Japan: Dr. Kataoka, ladies and gentlemen, I wish to
thank you first of all for inviting me to this panel discussion on African development in the context of “Thinking
of Japan's international role.” I am very happy that the Vice-Minister was here to make a very comprehensive

background to all this talk. I am also very happy about the introduction made by Dr. Kataoka.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: I was requested to talk about African expectations to Tokyo International Conference on African
Development (TICAD) IV, which is a very complicated exercise since it is very difficult to translate all the wishes
and dreams of 53 countries in the continent but I tried my best based on the discussion that goes on between the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and within the African Diplomatic Corps in Tokyo to give a broad consensus on TICAD

IV expectations.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Next slide please. I will try to — in order to give an overview on the African development agenda —
look at the African development needs commitments, both in Africa and outside Africa, and then come back to
TICAD 1V action plans and challenges and strategies. In the process I hope I will be able to make you understand
what Africans expect from TICAD IV.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Next slide please. Africa today, as you know it, is 53 countries, a continent — the second biggest
continent with almost 1 billion people. Lots of cultures, more than 1,000 languages; and as you know; it is the home

for the human species, which developed several million years ago.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Africa is also home to a big amount of resources: not only human resources but also natural

resources that the world is in great need of. So for this reason Africa is looked upon as a concern for the whole world.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Next slide please. But Africa, until a century ago, was not the Africa of today.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: It is very important to look at what Africa was a century ago to understand what some of the

problems that African development is facing today.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: The issues of nationality, the issues of borders in the states that were preexisting that time had a

totally different meaning.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Next slide please. In the colonial era, Africa was some kind of division of 5 or 6 big entities, ruled

by the colonial European powers, which is far different from the Africa that we have today.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: So the impacts of these developments are too fresh in the memories of people. It is not very
difficult to understand why the conflict that we have, the difficulties that we have — that is building institutions, the

difficulties that we have in developing — it is not difficult to understand some of those challenges.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Next please. Despite all the efforts that are being done, the reality of today is that Africa is still
marginalized in terms of economic growth and trade because Africa only constitutes 1% of world GDP and 2% of

global trade.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: This is why people, not only from Japan, but also from other countries, do not always understand
why Africa has to be assisted for development because today's relations between nations are based on interests,
especially economics interests. What Africans are trying to do is to really convince the international community that
assistance to Africa is an investment — maybe a long-term investment — but it is an investment to harness all these

markets and all these resources.

WIRITZRKE 77 ) IBRERBICH 72> TRV LN ELEL L TWDED0, 0D
HELAT 5 THEDIIHARANDORL ST, MOED T % TS,

HEMOBERE VI DIE, ERRTHo 72 ) FFM LR TH 72D L) EIAHIZEHLTD
HHLTLEVE T, L5 T SOX)RIRRTITBWT, 770 HE LTI EHEaIa
STAEBBLC TV AIEEETebERMINKEETHL &, T2 HEICK - THFAT
R=ry PV —RAFEZTELEWVW) ZEZIHHID o TWEDITTT,

—114—



I AR AR R &

Dr. Rwamasirabo: Africa has developed a vision for overcoming this political and development hazard. The
belief in the unity of the continent and the belief also in the regional economic entities on the continent — these
established eight regional economic communities throughout Africa that have integrated the historical links between
these cultures. Africa has also developed development agenda through the NEPAD (New Partnership for Africa’s
Development) in 2001.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Africans have shared principles and values for this vision. They believe it is very important.
They work out a governance system that will help them to live together and develop. They believe they have to own
development of Africa and they believe they have to develop leadership themselves to be able to overcome all these
challenges. In view of that, the development should be based on the resources that the continent has, starting from its

human resources.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Next please. We have come up with priorities that as a continent we believe are the basic
foundation for our development: governance; agriculture; human development; infrastructure development;
diversification of production; intra-African trade development; and the environment. These are the basic conditions

that have been agreed upon by all African countries but of course they are parallel to these national priorities.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Basically these are the priorities on which the TICAD IV — that took place in May this year —

was based. The four pillars of TICAD IV and the action plan that was designed were based on these priorities.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Next please. There are of course many other international initiatives. The African initiatives ?
the African Union (AU) and NEPAD — actually engaged in developing goals and targets for development in key
development issues in Africa. So African countries are working together to design, to implement even — to fix targets

for this development.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: The UN has proposed the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) that Africa has owned, and
it is part and parcel of its own development agenda. Several other international declarations — including Monterey
2002, Rome 2003, Paris 2005 — also brought some valuable addition to the previous ones, especially those ones
dealing with the quality and the quantity of aid.
WIRYZRRE  FHEOT7)AOT T2y, ILV=ZT A I-VEEESNT LT
MDG T,
COMET V2 FI3T 7 OMHADEEICZ > 72 TRE SN TV E T, M2 % D
B2 ES 25 ) £ 20024F1213E >~ 7 L —, 20034E Tld 1 —=, 20054E1378) 128 W T,
RIS BT 2 HEE, BINCHTLIHLBIZOVWTETMTIONLTEY 95

Dr. Rwamasirabo: The G8 summits have also been another global forum to address the development of Africa. In
actual fact, the Okinawa Summit in 2000 was the first one that brought African leaders on board. Since then, G8
summits have been a very important forum for African development needs. We have referenced the 2005 G8 at

Gleneagles in Scotland — pledged to double aid to Africa from US$29 billion to US$54 billion per year.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Of course we have the TICAD process that has been created by Africans for having brought the
African agenda on the global map, when after the 1980s — which was called the lost decade for Africa — Japan was

credited with bringing back the African development on the global agenda again.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Next please. In September this year there was an evaluation process at the UN — an evaluation of
various initiatives that took place to address African development needs. Globally there are two important challenges
on the part of African states. It has been noted that there is significant progress in very important areas such as
primary education, and gender equality in education. But also it has been noted that many targets — especially MDGs
— were not met, especially due to insufficient capacities, both institutional and individual, and insufficient resources
to design relevant policies, plan, and execute. Especially when you look at some of the goals — such as poverty
reduction, child malnutrition, child mortality rates — some of these goals proved to have been extremely challenging
for many African states. This, for many African people, is a reflection of the missing link in our development process.
We probably have to invest more in production than we have done in the past. With TICAD 1V, this was largely

taken into account. I will come back to this issue later.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: On the part of the international community, also, there was some progress, but still far from

availing the pledged resources.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Next please. Coming back to TICAD IV action plan for the next five years — as you know there
are four main pillars with a number of sub sectors and a number of activities for each sub sector, so this of course has
to be refined and the priorities set. But as you can see, these pillars address the very important concerns of African

countries.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Next please. There are also an awful lot of mechanisms which Africans, especially the African
Diplomatic Corps in Tokyo, is fully associated with. Hopefully this will allow both Japan and Africa to make sure the

implementation is done.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Next please. There are, however, challenges to TICAD IV implementation as you can understand.
One is the diversity of partners. On the African side we have 53 countries; Japan and other development partners also
have to build a consensus on what to do. There is a broad action plan with many activities that have to be streamlined
and priorities set. The limited Official Development Assistance (ODA) budget is another factor that was discussed
by the Deputy Foreign Minister. In Japan, private sector involvement in Africa is still very limited. The low level
of direct trade between Africa and Japan, and also the involvement of other partners in the region especially Asian

countries are factors.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Next please. In order to maximize the Japanese assistance to African development in the context

of TICAD, here are some proposals that would really have an impact that would be measurable.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: Cross-border projects in infrastructure and energy; food security, starting from NERICA rice —
of course associated with research cooperation; focus on science and technology especially in higher education and
other technical education; better aid delivery mechanisms to make the presence of Japan International Coorporation

Agency's (JICA) pledge a reality: “scaling up,” “speeding up” and “spreading out.”
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: The other possible strategies would be to support the AU in peacekeeping operations; the
alternative energy programs in the context of environment and climate change; the encouragement of trade; and
support Japanese private sector engagement in Africa and its industrialization process; then also support Japan-Asia-

Africa development cooperation.
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Dr. Rwamasirabo: In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, the African side looks at TICAD IV as a different TICAD in
that it should be more results-oriented than previous ones. Also there is this idea that we have to target fewer things
but get them done properly. Another very important message from Africans is that Japan should look at Africa as a
partner rather than an aid-recipient-only continent. I think this is a vision we hope the Japanese government and the

people of Japan could definitely build and make it true one day. Thank you very much.
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