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In the 1930s, the Mediterranean and its surrounding areas were important for Britain's national security
as the main artery linking Britain with its overseas interests, including the autonomous territories that were
the legacy of its ascendancy in the age of Pax Britannica. In 1936-39, Germany under Hitler began to expand
into western and central Europe. During that period, the German-Italian axis was formed in the wake of the
Abyssinian War and the Spanish Civil War, and the British relations with Italy came to be deeply connected
with the question of foreign policy towards fascism in general. In relation to the “appeasement policy”, which
was to become the key element in British foreign policy in the 1930s, Mediterranean interests occupied
significant position in its formulation, for there was much difference in opinion among decision-makers as to
policies to be taken towards Italy.

The aim of this paper is, firstly, to examine the premises, the process of negotiation, the content



and nature of the Anglo-Italian Mediterranean Gentlemen’'s Agreement of January 1937, focusing on its

international context, and to clarify its meaning for British diplomacy. Secondly, this paper will assess the

significance of the Agreement for both British and Italian interests in the Mediterranean at the time, paying

special attention to the thinking of Anthony Eden, the British Foreign Minister.

The signing of the Gentlemen's Agreement was a crucial turning point in the relationship between

Britain and Italy, which was becoming increasingly confrontational and serious in the late thirties because of the

Abyssinian War, the Spanish Civil War and the Italian policy towards Germany. The Gentlemen’s Agreement

can be regarded as foreshadowing the Anglo-Ttalian Agreement (“Easter Agreement”) of April 1938, which was

signed after the resignation of Eden from Neville Chamberlain’s cabinet in February. This paper attempts to throw

new light on the Gentlemen's Agreement, which has such a multifaceted character but has been rather neglected.
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