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Despite the proclamation of NEP in 1921, the arbitrary and violent approach to ruling the peasantry still
continued to exist in the countryside. The October Plenum (1924) of the Central Committee of the Russian
Communist Party decided to remove the remaining elements of “War Communism.” This decision was fully
implemented beginning in the winter of 1924-1925. Local rural Communists who occupied administrative
posts became the target of criticism. The abrupt change in tactics of the Party and government authorities
either bewildered or dissatisfied rural Communists. The Party’s policy was soon replaced in 1926-1927 by the
deliberate intensification of class struggle within the peasantry. This new approach formed the background
of the collectivization of agriculture in which local rural Communists played the most active role. This article
intends to examine the dual structure of sentiments that the Russian peasants had toward the Communists:

ambiguous respect for the Center (Moscow) on the one hand, and distrust and antipathy toward the local rural

_1_



Communists on the other.

The article utilizes cartoons in Soviet satirical journals in the 1920s. Little is known about these sources,

except for Krokodil, which is still being published. Some of them ceased publication after the short period of the

mid-1920s that is the focus of this article.
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