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Since the 1980s, the so-called New Public Management, originated from Anglo-Saxon neo-classical
economists who favor “small government,” has become popular among policy-makers around the world. They
wanted to achieve efficiency in policy inputs and outputs, transparency in achievement of policy goals, and
accountability for taxpayers. The New Public Management has been spread across central governments, local
governments and international organizations, ever since,. and in Japan, as well, the new law on policy evaluation
has been implemented since 2003 along this line. Official development assistance has been one of the areas in
which evaluations have been seriously made for a long time. This paper examines to what extent the Japanese
foreign aid has become result-oriented since the introduction of New Public Management, focusing on a rural
water supply project in Nigeria. The author has conducted a field study in Nigeria and has found some evidence
for result-oriented project management, although much remains to be done in achieving a full-fledged New

Public Management.
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