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On September 14 in the year 1310, on the feast day of the Holy Cross, the so-called Arsenite Schism
ended almost half a century after its occurrence. This ecclesiastical schism, the nucleus of which was a group
of monks and lower clergy who supported the legitimacy of Patriarch Arsenios, deposed in 1265, is usually
considered as one of the most crucial religious disputes which took place in the late Byzantine period. For the
movement of the Arsenites soon became a grave internal threat to the political unity of the empire since it found
many zealous supporters among those discontented with the authoritarian governance of the emperor Michael
VIII Palaiologos, who induced the deposition of Arsenios. The schism was not brought to an end during the
reign of Michael, and its final solution was thus entrusted to his heir Andronikos II Palaiologos.

The purpose of this paper is to illustrate the political background of the end of this schism. One
important clue to be investigated is the succession of the patriarchal throne of Constantinople from Athanasios
I to Niphon I, which occurred shortly before the end of the schism. Although this has hardly been discussed
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in previous scholarship because of a paucity of written sources, its historical inquiry is necessary for a further

understanding of the various effects the schism had on the society and the specific circumstance of the church. A

careful reading of the primary source, that is, the correspondence of Athanasios, and other relevant contemporary

documents will lead us to the following conclusions: first, probably in the last stage of the second patriarchate

of Athanasios, accommodation with the schismatics was being sought against his staunch opposition, second,

Niphon, metropolitan of Kyzikos, was considered by the emperor Andronikos as a capable ecclesiastic who could

contribute to the resolution of the schism, third, the emperor not only defended Niphon from an accusation of

sacrilege by suspending the ecclesiastical trial, but also induced the fall of Athanasios by resorting to a similar

measure, and last, malfunction of the empire’s legal system as was perceived by Athanasios and some of his

contemporaries originated more or less from the imperial authority itself.
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and commentary of selected unpublished works (D.Phil. Thesis,
The University of Oxford, 2004), 164-5.

28) Talbot, The Correspondence, no. 89, 11. 28-9: Gvaxwphoat
yap &AAes év TR AoxoloT) kakeivey &ouudopov Kol TV,

w 72 & 2z 13, Talbot, The Correspondence, no. 14, 11. 19-20:
kall T AcxoUon GpXIEPEWY EKAOT KOADG NvoaykaleTo
SiotpiBetv.

30 Talbot, The Correspondence, no. 95, 11. 34-6: 0Tl TV
oWTNPlas EPIEUEVCIV, OU HOVOV TO KOIVGVEIY, GAN oude
To drthialely, TOlS KATO TAV aylwV EIKOVWY AUTTAGCY,
avéEeTal TIS.

31

Nikephoros Choumnos, "EAeyxoc koT& TOU KaKQDC T
mavTta motplapyeucavtoc Nidawvoc, ed. J.F. Boissonade,
in: idem, Anecdota Graeca, vol. 5 (Paris, 1833), 255-83. 7 V)
TIAL =T 4 YPPKXIIRHETEHREEZZT, T
> THREBNMZBW72EFL L T 5o Gregoras, VII, pp.
269-70.

32 Choumnos, "EAeyxoc, 271: kat’ gikévoc XploTol Kol

TNC UNTPOC GUTOU KOl TAV CETTV OUOIWG EIKOVGV
AvoocvTo...

33

Talbot, The Correspondence, no. 95, 1. 40: Nitmge, ¢ oide
©eog, TV YuxnV GoU GUUTTANPWOACNG KOV TOUTG).

sn Gregoras, VI, p. 259: 7} Pacihiked BeAnpoTtt TV

apXIEPEWY E1EAVTWY KOl HETOOTNOGVTWY GUTOV £K
KuCikou mpos Ty Ths TaTplapyeias mepiedmy.

3) Talbot, The Correspondence, no. 89, 1. 2-5: “Hvika Tva Tédv
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€V SIKaIS CUVEXOMEVGIV TP HEY AV GUPRT) TPOS Nuas
oTaAjval TPoow TV &koushival TV Siknv ekeiveov
ouvodikads &E1oUVTwY, oU TPos GVaBoAas XwWPOUNEY
Kol UmepBEoEls TV TEPPAVTWY XA PV, TOXEWS
¢mpeAoUHEVOL KOl cds Séov ppovTiLovTes.

Cf. J. Hajjar, Le Synod permanent dans I’ Eglise byzantine des
origines au Xle siécle (Rome, 1962).

TEFTFAT2EHOEMBIC, ERkOFRKEE
HORDYIC, ERUSSZHREBERERELZEL
TR D Do RICT FZF T F AN T+ U ~NDE

EERBOZHIIBVTTE) LEZ TV E, &
RICEVERE 2TV ERIREHLTHLT YA+ R
LBHERE S Th o7z LORE 20 OFELHLE B,
Talbot, The Correspondence, no. 89, 11. 13-28: Siar TouTo
Ta PpBKoAVTA NUETEPAIS TECETV AKOGTS UN €IS TI TQV
EUKOTOPPOV TGOV EGCWHUEV GVEVEPYTTA, UNSE Kalpou
umepBeoel, omws emAncbdpey, i € dAAwv dpovTi-
Swv.....¢v0ev s &v kal dppovTidos kol apapTias
eKAUTPWBADLEY (TAV yop Alav Bopéwv Ta akoucBevta),
ATEP Kol TPCANY avEdepov, TNTed Kol To Vuv* Tnenbfvort
TV dUo TO v, | TnENBRvon Topa Ths ek Osob Paothei-
s Gou, TAV audoTEPY cuVoYIoBEvTwv, TOU KaTnyOpou
kol ko' ol N kaTnyopia, 1) EumoTEuoaoHal TOUTO NIV
OAlYGV TIVGV THPOUCTY, KATAKOUGH! TV KUPOTEPCIV.
1290 EARHIZIC T >~ Fao=a 2 2 I REIER#E L LT,
BHROVBORHNEPO 2 BEELHREL L) kA
Teh S OB RBEEIZERS L&D o 720 Pachymeres,
IX, 16.cf. P. Lemerle, ‘Le juge général des Grecs et la réforme
judiciaire d’Andronic IIT', in : Mémorial Louis Petit (Paris,
1948), 292-316, at 294.

Talbot, The Correspondence, no. 95, 11. 28-34: €vbev
AUTIROAG, UT) S ETUXE Koll TO TPOS ToU Hovaxou Aan-
BévTto, ToMnv amethouvTa Ty BAGRNY, Tapadpapolpey
aveEéTaoTo, punde Ppoduvn. el yop oUTOV kaToANEeTOL
BAvaTos T TUXOV KOl HETOVOOTEUGEL, TOAUY SIGTOYHOV
ouvveldnoeov euPolel TV akpiPalopiveov, alla 81
KOl TOV ZUATAV kol TV GAAwS OpeyopEvay {nTelv
adopuas, e un Ty EéToov akpiPooapévav EAeubepi-
ws kol dprhaAnBus Nuadv n a Siki ac pdpa Eel 1o
OTOHO U TNS.
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aEJ EN\cve A GDLELBLET Y F P+ AD7E
itro Talbot, The Correspondence, no. 19, commentary (p. 326)
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Talbot, The Correspondence, no. 105, 11. 2-9: To olkovopglv
Tous AOyous &v kpicel Ths TEAELOTNTOS 1810v° THELS 8E oU
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KOTOrY lVGIOKGOHEY, T) OIKOVOUEIV YVGHOTEUOVTGV, TOALY
Nuadv Befvatl To oTopa dpulokn v ReBoulnueda,
£S5 GV TOlS OIKOVOUOUG! SOKET — OIKOVOUEIV YOP CUTOUS
To MUIV pn GpEcKkovTa, €iTe EE aTeAeias MUY, iTe Kal
GMws TS, acBevoupey akoAouBelv — GAAwS Te Tvar dn
Kol TIVGS TV EVToUBa O1KOUVTV TopaAUTTOWHEY.

DFENHFAAA T A=k AT ITERATD
CLEEW®RT L, AL ITREF T4 v OH
REBIUCHNE LOEEM S TH 5, AP Kazhdan
et als. (eds.), The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium (Oxford,
1991), s.v. ‘Oikonomia’ (A. Papadakis); G. Dagron. ‘La
,in: D.

Simon (ed.), Religiése Devianz : Untersuchungen zu sozialen,

régle et I'exception: Analyse de la notion d’economie’

rechtlichen und theologischen Reaktionen auf religidse Abweichung
im westlichen und éstlichen Mittelalter (Frankfurt-am-Main,
1990),1-18 %= &,
Talbot, The Correspondence, no. 105, 1. 13-7: el obv unde
Ae1ToupyElv Nuas avéxovtal GAAolL, €1 N kol TQ Pedums
80N kol s gkelvey Sokel, Seov Nuas Aoyiloueba
koBeCeoBot oikol ToU dpovTilelv Ta EQUTAV. €l YOp
améABeopev v TN ekkAnoia, Tols mubouévols Ti To THS
ade1Toupynolas oUk EXOHEV T1 aTokpivacBa.
Gregoras, VII, pp. 259-61.
WENBIVRI YT =T VTR H - &
FHBERTH D, WIEHER IV TIE, R Janin, La
géographie ecclésiastique de A empire byzantin, p. 1, Le siege de
Constantinople et le Patriarcat oecuménique, t. 3: Les églises et
monasteres, 2" ed. (Paris, 1969), 396-7 (Pertze), and 510-1
(Krataiou) ; V. Kidonopoulos, Bauten in Konstantinopel
1204-1328 (Wiesbaden, 1994), 1.1.13 (Krataiou: pp. 36-7)
and 1.1.28 (Pertze: pp. 61-2)s 7 7 7 7 O RlMGEH, T~
Fearz==-RvFuF¥F - ANFTT4ITTYFITO
W&, A.-M. Talbot, Building activity in Constantinople
under Andronikos II: The role of women patrons in the
construction and restoration of monasteries’, in: N. Necipoglu
ed., Byzantine Constantinople: Monuments, Topography and
Everyday Life (Leiden, 2001), 329-343, at 332 % £t
HHELZOBEOZIFTHoT 5+ R1E, &
W TOEMTI OEITEZIH LT 5, Talbot, The
Correspondence, no. 69.
Gregoras, V1I, p. 260.
Talbot, The Correspondence, xxv.
Talbot, The Correspondence, no. 115, 121-8: aitn €l
O PAPTUPL TS TAPAITNCEWS TNS TPWTNS Kol
Ths SeuTépas T cuokeuT) kol UTOBECIS, €1 KOl T& TQV
KOTNYOPIV ToIkIAG Kol dvioo, ETEL 8 oU STUOCIY KOl
uovov, aAAG Kol oikol, ToU lepdoBot Kol U — AOYEIY KAl
S18G40KEIV TOIS TUXOUCIY GTEIPYELY TIHAS Ol APXIEPELS
gykeheUovTan (aimep ouSE Ty Suooeel Mecopyicy, i Tol s

dulacoopegvolc TA p& Toala kol Yeudn



ZUAWTATS TTOOMS EMETIUNCOV), HT] EXUTOUS GKAVOVIGTO
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boXOERT 5 X )% 572, H.-G. Liddell and R.
Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon, rev. and augm. Sir H.S. Jones
(Oxford, 1996); E.A. Sophocles, Greek Lexicon of the Roman
and Byzantine Periods (Cambridge, 1914); W. Crighton,
Méya EAAnvo-Ayyhikév AeEikov (Athens, 1960) & S,
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T2 e ZW 5 HITT 5o V. Laurent, Les grandes

crises’, Annexe VII.

s» Choumnos, "EAeyxoc, 259-60; Talbot, The Correspondence,

no. 65, commentary (p. 376).

52 Talbot, The Correspondence, no. 65, 11. 9-11: &AM\ a€icas

¢mTInGc0w ETapaTos Tas, eiTe Ocoddvns, eiTe 010S
0TIV O XPOOUEVOS TT) oloxpokepSeiar katt T7) StaxBoAT), kail
KaTa Ths aAnbeios Xwpv, kol TaUTNS KaTapguSOHEVOS.
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