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Verification of the Cross-Strait Service Trade Agreement
between Mainland China and Taiwan

— in Regard to the Student Movement in Taiwan —
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While economic partnership among nations and regions increases, Taiwan has been excluded from these
international partnership agreements, due to her relationship with China, kept isolated. In order to avoid this
isolation, Taiwan signed the Economic Cooperation Framework Agreement (ECFA) with China and this
agreement took effect in September 2010. However, on March 18th of 2014, Taiwanese students started a
demonstration movement. The purpose of this demonstration by students was to stop the Cross-Strait Service
Trade Agreement (CSSTA), which was signed between Taiwan and China in June 2013, from being ratified
through undemocratic processes. To verify whether or not the CSSTA will really place Taiwan at a disadvantage,
it is necessary to examine the content of this agreement and discuss the possible economic effect this agreement
can bring to China and Taiwan. This paper explores the CSSTA from the following points: (1) differences
in economic and market scale, as well as differences in industry development; (2) differences as shown in the
unfairness and inequality in the agreement; (3) the experience of CEPA of Hong Kong; (4) influence of labor
migration; (5) the necessity of signing FTA with other countries, comparing with the FTA effect of Korea.

Moreover, this paper also aims at providing advice to the FTA policy and economic effect in East Asia.
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