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Nice to meet you!

[am Ye Qiu. * =~ =

I come from Malaysia. ¢

Malaysia is a multi-racial, multi-religion country. We celebrate many different festivals as public holiday,
for example, Chinese New Yeare, Hari Raya Aidilfitri, Deepavali ', Vesak Day, Christmas # and more.
Although we may speak different language (mother tongue) usually, we always enjoy nice food from one
another. Please let me introduce one of my favourite Malaysian foods.

[ love to eat Roti Canai, which is an Indian cuisine. On top of the classic Roti Canai, there are many
variations of Roti Canali, such as Roti Telur & (telur means egg in Malay language) with egg inside, Roti
Pisang - '(pisang means banana in Malay language) with banana inside. If you have a chance to visit
Malaysia, please try this cuisine and comment below which variation is your favourite! &

My hobby is travel. Especially, trip to see flower. I love Sakura * , Cosmos, Osmanthus, and more.

[ will be one of the CJL student reporters for this autumn semester. I will try my best to share about my life
as a CJL student to everyone ofyou.u

I'm looking forward to share with you more.

Thank you! =Ex
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Hi, I am Felix Leung from Hong Kong. I started my study at the Centre for Japanese Language, Waseda
University, in September 2022. I am glad to have the opportunity to share my Tokyo life as a student
reporter.

After graduating from university, [ feel my Japanese language proficiency has much room to improve. To
enhance language capability in a short time, it is always a good idea to study abroad. However, after the
outbreak of COVID-19, online lectures have become prevailed. Luckily, Waseda University has resumed
face-to-face lessons this semester, and I can have my class in Japan's classroom.

Living in Hong Kong for 24 years, and although I have been to Japan several times before, this is the first
time living in a foreign country. Tokyo and Hong Kong are international cities in Asia, but there are still
many differences. The buildings in Tokyo are not closely packed, and high-rise buildings are rare. I live on
the second floor of a three-floor apartment. Close to the road, I can hear what the pedestrian says outside.
Like Hong Kong, the trains in Tokyo are very crowded. But there are various types of trains, like local,
rapid and express trains. Even on the same route, the train may terminate at different stations, especially
Tokyo Metro provides various through-services with other railway companies. So be aware of the train
you are going to ride. Otherwise, you may go past the station or reach the wrong destination.

In addition, there is a Hong Kong restaurant near Waseda Station. It serves Hong Kong dishes like Char-siu
rice, Beef chow-fun, and the taste is good. Hong Kong’s milk tea, with strong black tea and evaporated milk,
is my favourite. Give it a try!
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'Stamp Rally' is a commonly found activity in Japan for promotion. The word is a Japanese-made English,
meaning stamp collection. After the participant went around the city and collected all the stamps, they
could redeem a gift. The name 'Stamp Rally' was found as early as 1983 in Nikkei Marketing Journal. It was
inside a news article reporting the shops in Tochigi created this popular event. Those shops distributed
leaflets with a map to the local primary and secondary school students, encouraging them to visit the
shops and collect stamps. This approach has become famous up till now.

In October, I spotted a Stamp Rally event related to Shigenobu Okuma. This year is the 101st death
anniversary of Shigenobu Okuma, together with the 150th anniversary of the railway in Japan. For the
celebration, Tokyo Metro and the Saga Prefecture organized this Stamp Rally activity, presenting the
achievements of Shigenobu Okuma. To redeem the 150-year-ago replica train ticket, I visited Gokoku-Ji,
National Diet Building, Minato City Local History Museum, and Waseda University History Museum, four
places, and learned a lot about Shigenobu Okuma. Okuma was a politician in Japan and the founder of
Waseda University, born in 1838 Saga. He propelled the development of the Japan railway, making the first
train operated from 1872, connecting Tokyo and Yokohama. He also reformed the currency system in
Japan, changing the unit from quaternary to denary, and replacing all rectangular currency with the round-
shaped Japanese yen. He then established Tokyo Senmon Gakko, which became Waseda University later.
He served as the Prime Minister of Japan twice.

Praising his contribution, a statue of Shigenobu Okuma was built near the Main Entrance of Waseda
University. Besides that, within the campus, many buildings were named after Okuma, for example, the
landmark of the University - Okuma Memorial Hall (Bldg. 21) and Okuma Garden. Okuma Garden was the
residence of Shigenobu Okuma previously. After his death, the garden was donated to the University and

opened to the public. Please visit Waseda University History Museum (Bldg. 1) for further information.
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[English]

Hi! &

It's student reporter Ye Qiu here. *

Tokyo is getting colder®®  recently, how about your place?gw

This time round I will be introducing some nice eating place A& = © ““around Waseda Universityi.
First of all, we called the nice foods around Waseda University by the name “WASEMESHI”, literally means
rice of Waseda. So, let me introduce 3 of the “WASEMESHI” by sharing some photos® and comments.
The first one is Waseda Monster Kitchen @waseda.monsters.kitchen. Every time I visit this shop, | always
warmly welcomed by the owner. © © @ Even for students who doesn’t speak fluent Japanese will feel
being welcomed. So I would also like to recommend this place to students who are Japanese language
beginner from CJL. They even serve Waseda limited menu. B The cute face on the fried egg made my
day. 2@ &

Second one is Abura Soba from Zuboshi @zuboshi.hanare. Ramen®, Soba ® and Udon® are more
common Japanese Cuisine in oversea, so I only came to know Abura Soba when [ moved to Japan. Although
the name Abura Soba has the word “Soba”, it’s actually a type of dried Ramen. You can choose to eat as
served or eat with vinegar and spicy oil which is a popular way of eating.

Last but not least, it’s Orange catﬁ @wihl_cafe. It's a café T located in The Waseda International House
of Literature (The Haruki Murakami Library). I personally like these place because the atmosphere of café
as well as the library is so cozy and relaxing, it's a place where you can can have peace of mind. YOV, 1t
would be great to take a break time by just eating sandwich while listening to music in the café. 4 f

If you come to visit Waseda University, Please check out these WASEMESHI! See you again!="



L SIS SR - JUNFOIE SERCIOFI - SECOPE SRCOCIE -2

[Bahasa Melayu™]

Apa khabar? &

Saya wartawan pelajar Ye Qiu. *

Tokyo semakin sejuk #  baru-baru ini, macam mana dengan tempat saudara dan saudari?&

Kali ini, saya ingin memperkenalkan tempat makan yang sedap=& = © ‘% dekat Universiti Waseda’s".
Makanan di sekeliling Universiti Waseda dipangil “WASEMESHI”, maknanya nasi waseda. Saya akan
memperkenalkan tiga “WASEMESHI” dengan gambar-gambar®! and komen-komen - .

Pertamanya, Waseda Monster Kitchen @waseda.monsters.kitchen. Bos kedai ini selalu mengalu-alukan
pelanggan dengan mesra. 1" @Orang yang belum fasih dalam Bahansa Jepun pun boleh merasa dialu-
alukan di sini. Saya ingin mengesyorkan kepada para pelajar dari CJL yang baru berlajar Bahasa Jepun.
Menu Waseda terhad pun terdapat di restoran ini. B8 Telur mata kerbau yang comel menceriakan hari
saya. L& &

Keduanya, Abura Soba dari Zuboshi @zuboshi.hanare. Restoran Jepun di luar negara biasanya terdapat
Ramen®, Soba® dan Udon®, jadi saya baru mengetahui Aburi Soba selepas datang ke Jepun. Walaupun
namanya ada “Soba”, Aburi Soba sebenarnya ialah salah sejenis Ramen kering. Makan secara yang
dihidangkan pun sedap, makan dengan cuka and minyak cili pun sangat popular.

Ketiganya, Orange cat ﬁ@wihl_cafe. Orange cat ialah kafe™ yang dilokasi dalam Perpustakaan Haruki
Murakami. Saya suka tempat ini kerana kafe dan perpustakaan ini mempunyai suasana yang baik and
selesa, ialah satu tempat yang boleh bersantai-santai. W9 ¥ waktu rehat yang makan sandwic sambil
mendengar muzik pun pilikan baguslah!"’.l’«P L Sp)

Mestilah cuba WASEMESHI kalau saudara dan saudari datang ke Universiti Waseda. Sekian, jumpa lagi! =
EOECECOl #41rF—%2— A—F2—EHOBCOECE
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It had been three years since the Waseda Festival was held on-site. Organized by students of Waseda
University every November, Waseda Festival is known as the largest school festival in Japan. Nearly 200
thousand visitors come to Waseda every year. However, it was changed to an online format past two years
due to the pandemic. As the regulations loosened recently, the on-site Festival restarted with a limited
number of participants. Participants were required to reserve an entry ticket. The available timeslots soon
became greyed out. Fortunately, I could participate in the event. Locating at both Waseda and Toyama
campuses, this 2-day event had a theme “Moving forward with thoughts”. As the event organizers, there
are more than 500 student societies at Waseda University, from sports, music, and hobbies, to academics.
Therefore, they could organize various activities, such as dancing, music performance, drama, martial arts,
film watching and even academic talks for the school festival. Some of the events might require a paid
ticket. Besides performances and exhibitions, there were also food stalls within campus. They sold snacks
like grilled chicken, stir-fried noodles, and Takoyaki. The food smelled good, but sadly, I did not try any of

them because of the long queue.



The remarkable thing for me is the collaboration with the local community. Waseda Festival is not only a
school event, but it also involves the community. It brings opportunities to the shops nearby. For example,
there are restaurants called “Wasemeshi” offering a Waseda Festival-exclusive menu. The name
“Wasemeshi” comes from the combination of “Waseda” and “Meshi” (rice). These restaurants have
supported Waseda’s students for a long time by offering economical but delicious food. I did not think of
this kind of community collaboration before.

Lastly, there is a tip for prospective visitors. It is better to plan your itinerary. As many events are
undergoing simultaneously at different places, you might miss the activity you are interested in if you do
not have a plan.
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Do you know about a television series named First Love? It was released by Netflix in November last year.
This television series has gained popularity in Hong Kong. It talks about a love story between two
teenagers torn apart and later reunited as they grew up, shown in a flashback. In the story, the main
characters were born in Hokkaido. So many scenes shot there. During my semester break, I visited
Hokkaido and several shooting locations. Let me introduce some of them.

The first one is the restaurant, Seiyouken, in Chitose. It is a remarkable dining spot in First Love. Starting
the business in 1951, the restaurant is full of a nostalgic Showa-era vibe. However, the spotlight dish in the
series, Spaghetti Napolitan, is not on the menu in real life. The restaurant offers Western food like
spaghetti with meat sauce and sandwiches, Japanese food and even Japanese Chinese cuisine. If you are
interested, please visit the restaurant and have a nostalgic taste of Japan. You can take a bus from the New
Chitose Airport to get there.

Tokiwa Rotary in Asahikawa often appears in the drama. It seems that roundabouts are rare in Japan. The
Japanese government has built roundabouts starting from the Meiji era. However, the rapid economic
growth afterwards has increased the traffic flow. The capacity of roundabouts is not enough, which often
causes traffic congestion. Therefore, the government drastically reduced the number of roundabouts. The
remaining Asahikawa Tokiwa Rotary is considered the largest roundabout in Japan, with six exits. The

landmark tower built in the middle of the roundabout is one of the symbols of Asahikawa.



Although the scenes shot in the Otaru Canal are few, the scenery there is worth visiting. Established in the
Taisho era, the gas street lamps alongside the river make the canal full of an exotic atmosphere. Every
February, “Otaru Snow Light Path” is held as a winter event. Decorated with lanterns and small snow
statues, it creates a pleasant atmosphere. Covered with small candle-holding buoys, the star-like scenery in
Otaru Canal is unforgettable.

In the one-year Japanese programme, there is a two-month semester break. I think it is a good time to
explore Japanese culture in depth, like travelling to another city may have a different experience. This is
the last article I wrote as a student reporter this semester. Thank you for your reading.
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