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Language Proficiency Requirements for Study Abroad Fall Recruitment (Deadline: October 2026)
Following the TOEFL iBT® Score Scale Change

July 24, 2026
Dear Students,

The TOEFL iBT® score scale changed from 1-120 to 1-6 on January 21, 2026. In light of this change, applicants for Study
Abroad Fall Recruitment (Deadline: October 2026) are asked to note the following.

1. Language Proficiency Assessment Criteria for Internal Screening

As a general rule, applicants’ language proficiency will be evaluated using the new score scale (1-6) during the internal
screening process. The language proficiency requirements based on the new scale for each program can be found in Q12-A-
1 to A12-A-5 of the Program List (PL).

However, if a host university continues to assess international applicants using the former score scale (1-120), applicants
may submit TOEFL iBT® scores based on that scale when applying to that university. Where a host university accepts scores
based on the former score scale, the applicable score requirements are listed under Q12-C of the PL. Please note that scores
based on the former scale will be accepted only for universities specifically designated in the PL as accepting such scores.
Even if an applicant independently confirms through personal research or direct communication with a host university that
scores on the former scale are accepted, such scores will not be considered valid unless the university is explicitly listed in
the PL as accepting them.

2. Points to Note When Submitting TOEFL iBT® Scores
(1) Important: Your desired program accepts only scores based on the former scale, but you only have scores on the new
scale.

— If no score requirements based on the new scale are provided in Q12-A1 to Q12-A5 of the PL for your desired program,
you cannot apply using scores on the new scale. TOEFL iBT® score reports issued on or after January 21, 2026, include
reference scores converted to the former scale. Please note, however, that these converted scores are provided for
reference purposes only and are not accepted for application screening. If your desired program does not accept scores
based on the new scale, you will need to submit an alternative accepted language test score, such as IELTS.

(2) Your desired program accepts only scores based on the new scale, but you only have scores on the former scale.

— If your desired program does not specify score requirements based on the former scale Q12-C of the PL, you cannot
apply using scores based on the former scale. In this case, you will need to retake TOEFL iBT® test to obtain a score on
the new scale or submit an alternative accepted language test score, such as IELTS. For Study Abroad Fall Recruitment
(Deadline: October 2026), only scores from tests taken on or after September 21, 2025, will be accepted.

<At a glance>

1. Language Proficiency Assessment Criteria for Internal Screening:
For the Fall 2026 Recruitment (Deadline: October 2026), the following two types of TOEFL iBT® scores are reflected
in the PL:
+ Scores based on the new scale (1 - 6), specified in Q12-A1 to Q12-A5
+ Scores based on the former scale (1 - 120), specified in Q12-C
* Only scores specified in the PL will be accepted.

2. Points to Note When Submitting TOEFL iBT® Scores
If you only have scores based on the new scale, you may apply only to programs for which score requirements
based on the new scale are specified in Q12-A1 to Q12-A5.
* Reference scores converted to the former scale and shown on TOEFL iBT® score reports cannot be used for
application purposes.
If you only have scores based on the former scale, you may apply only to programs for which score
requirements based on the former scale are specified in Q12-C.
* Only scores from tests taken on or after September 21, 2025, will be accepted.
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