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https://www.waseda.jp/inst/cie/assets/uploads/2025/07/25Fall_Important-Notice-TOFEL-iBT.pdf

August 29, 2025

Notice Regarding Change of Validity Period for Official Score Certificates
Required for Application for the Study Abroad Recruitment

To: Students

The Center for International Education informs you that the validity period of official score certificates for language test will

be changed. Currently, the score earned during the 2 years preceding the next day of the notice date of the internal screening

results (including that date) is accepted. Refer to the following examples.

Before the change:

In the Study Abroad Spring 2024 Recruitment (Deadline: May 2024), the internal screening results were notified
onJune 3, 2024. Therefore, the score dated from June 4, 2022 to June 4, 2024 (including both dates) was acceptable.
In the Study Abroad Fall 2024 Recruitment (Deadline: October 2024), the internal screening results were notified
on December 4, 2024. Therefore, the score dated from December 5, 2022 to December 5, 2024 (including both

dates) was acceptable.

After the change:

The score earned during the 2 years preceding the date of the student registration status update (including that date)

will be accepted.

If you apply for the Study Abroad Spring 2024 Recruitment (Deadline: May 2024) and plan to go abroad the
following spring semester, your student registration status will be updated as of April 1, 2025, effectively. Therefore,
the score dated from April 1, 2023, to April 1, 2025 (including both dates) would be accepted.

If you apply for the Study Abroad Fall 2024 Recruitment (Deadline: October 2024) and plan to go abroad the
following fall semester, your student registration status will be updated as of September 21, 2025, effectively.

Therefore, the score dated from September 21, 2023, to September 21, 2025 (including both dates) will be accepted.

However, for programs departing one semester after the application, the validity period of the official language test

score will be determined based on that of the corresponding program departing one year after the application within

the same recruitment cycle.

If you apply for the Study Abroad Spring 2024 Recruitment (Deadline: May 2024) and plan to go abroad in the
following fall semester (one-semester-later departure), the validity period of the official language test score will
follow that of the corresponding program departing the following spring semester. Therefore, April 1, 2025, will
be used as the reference date, and the score dated from April 1, 2023, to April 1, 2025 (including both dates) will
be accepted.

If you apply for the Study Abroad Fall 2024 Recruitment (Deadline: October 2024) and plan to go abroad in the
following spring semester (one-semester-later departure), the validity period of the official language test score
will follow that of the corresponding program departing the following fall semester. Therefore, September 21,
2025, will be used as the reference date, and the score dated from September 21, 2023, to September 21, 2025
(including both dates) will be accepted.



The above rule will be effective from the Study Abroad Fall 2026 Recruitment (Deadline: October 2026). For the sake of
clarity, the Study Abroad Fall 2025 (Deadline: October 2025) and Spring 2026 (Deadline: May 2026) will be subject to the

existing rules.

Not only will TOEFL® or IELTS be subject to this new rule, but also any other language proficiency certificates will be,
regardless of whether the score expires or not.

For the Study Abroad Fall 2026 Recruitment (Deadline: October 2026) or later, you can refer to the Application Guide for the
score validity period.

Additionally, please note that the TOEFL iBT® score scale will be changed from the current 1-120 scale to the 1-6 scale starting
January 21, 2026. Refer here for more details (this is for prospective applicants for the Study Abroad Fall 2025 Recruitment).

Center for International Education (CIE)
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