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January 16, 2026

Effects on Spring 2026 Recruitment with a Change of the TOEFL iBT® Scale

To: Students

The TOEFL iBT® score scale will change from 1-120 to 1-6, as announced in the notice dated July 25, 2025. For Spring 2026
Recruitment (Deadline: May 2026), the CIE will handle this change as follows.

1. Internal screening policy

For Spring 2026 Recruitment, we will generally use the current 1-120 score scale to check eligibility, since some partner
universities have not yet confirmed their new criteria. Please check the Program List (PL) in Q12-A-1 to Q12-A-5 on the CIE
website. Only if a partner university decides to accept new scores, applications with those will be permitted as an

alternative. For these universities, the required new score (1-6 scale) will also be listed in Q12-C of the PL.

< Summary >

For Spring 2026 Recruitment, the TOEFL iBT® score requirements will be shown in two formats on the PL:
Q12-A-1to Q12-A-5:1-120 scale as before
Q12-C:1-6scale

2. Examples of situations that need special attention when submitting your TOEFL iBT® score
(1) If you only have a new score, but your chosen partner university only accepts the existing score. (Very important!)
— You cannot apply to the university with your score if the university's requirements are not shown on the new score
scale in Q12-C of the PL.
If you take the test on or after January 21, 2026, your scorecard will also show a converted version of your existing score
for reference. However, partner universities will not accept these converted scores because it is only a reference score.
Therefore, the converted scores that appeared on your official scorecard with the new scale will not be used for Spring
2026 Recruitment. The CIE recommends you do one of the following if your chosen university does not accept new scores.
-A) Take the TOEFL test no later than January 20, 2026.
-B) Consider taking another test, such as IELTS. Please note that some programs will not accept IELTS scores for

Spring 2026 Recruitment, even if they did before.
(2) If you only have an existing score, but your chosen partner university only accepts a new score.

— Although existing scores are unlikely to be excluded completely during the transition period, if your university requires

new scores, you must obtain a score on the 1-6 scale by taking the test on or after January 21, 2026.

Center for International Education (CIE), Waseda University



