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Waseda Customized Study Abroad – Language Focused at 
 

Lawrence University 

Location: Appleton Wisconsin USA 

Title: English through individualized study 
 

Language Requirements: 

TOEFL iBT: 54 

ITP TOEFL 480 is also acceptable. 

GPA Requirements: 2.2 

Required student level on departure: Undergraduate 
 

Nationality: Is enrollment open to students of any nationality including your own country? YES 

Date (tentative dates): 

Arrival: Friday, September 4 

Orientation: September 5 - 13 

Fall Term: September 14 – November 24 

Winter Break: November 25– January 3 

Winter Term: January 4 - March 17 

Spring Break: March 19 – March 29 

Spring Term: March 30 - June 10 

The date course registration starts (for the first term): June 3 

 The arrival day to your institution: Friday, September 4 

 
KEYWORDS: liberal arts, interdisciplinary, individual choice, English language 

 

About Lawrence University 

Lawrence University in Appleton Wisconsin U.S.A. is a nationally ranked residential liberal arts college 

and conservatory of music, devoted exclusively to undergraduate education. Lawrence is ranked 

among the best of America’s small, private colleges and is also home to a renown Conservatory of 

Music. Lawrence is home to a supportive, welcoming academic community of 1,500 intellectually 

curious, diverse, multi-interested, socially active students from nearly every state and 50 countries. 

Lawrence students, faculty, and staff are committed to a rigorous, engaged educational experience in 

one of the safest cities in the US. We have 23 athletic teams, 140 clubs and organizations, such as 

Model UN, Amnesty International, Sustainable Garden and musical groups. Develop your passions, find 

your path, light your light at Lawrence! 
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Program Overview 

The CS-L program at Lawrence is dedicated to helping students improve their English proficiency while 

pursuing academic study in areas of their interest. Students may choose courses in a wide variety of 

disciplines, such as anthropology, economics gender studies, film studies, environmental public policy, 

international studies, music and many more. CS-L students study with Lawrence students in classes, 

live with Lawrence roommates in the residence halls, and are encouraged to work with peer tutors 

and mentors. The program supports students in making rapid English progress so that they may use 

English to study widely, engage in campus social life, and pursue individual goals. 

 
Lawrence University is one of 40 American colleges designated as “colleges that change lives.” Author 

Loren Pope believes that these colleges do as good a job as (if not a better job than) Ivy League or other 

"name-brand" institutions at transforming students by pushing them a great distance. The CS-L 

program at Lawrence is part of this tradition: the program encourages students to improve English by 

pursuing their passions and exploring new interests. Students may choose to focus on one area of 

study, such as economics or international relations, that they are passionate about. Alternatively, 

students may choose to explore a variety of classes at the same time, thus developing multi-faceted 

interests. As a small campus, there are also many opportunities to experience a full and enjoyable 

college life: make friends, join clubs, participate in athletics, engage in music lessons or ensembles, 

and more. 

 
Academic Study 
Note: IS = International students may also enroll; OE = Open Enrollment 

 

Fall Term 

• ESL – Experiential Language Learning (IS; observe OE course) 

Students observe a regular course and complete projects in order to develop English language 
proficiency in a specific field of study. 

• Learning in the liberal arts (IS discussion section; OE lectures) 

This course introduces students to the process of liberal learning through the careful reading and 
discussion of works in the humanities, arts, natural sciences, and social sciences. Students meet 
once per work for a public lecture or performance with all Lawrence University freshmen. 

• Introduction to American Society I (IS) 

This course meets once per week in fall term, and is an introduction to American life. Students 
explore American values, attitudes, and patterns of behavior through formal study, structured 
observation, volunteering, and interviews of Americans. 

 

Winter Term 

• Intercultural Communication (OE) 
This course explores intercultural communication from a linguistic perspective and focuses on the ways 
that language is used differently across and within cultures. We will examine the components of 
intercultural communicative competence, how norms for communication styles vary between speech 
communities, and how language relates to culture and identity. We will become better intercultural 
communicators through conversations, group work, and interviews with peers and community 
members.
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• Two Elective courses (OE)* 

Students choose from a variety of electives in areas of their individual interest. Choose from 
courses in the humanities, social sciences, arts, and sciences. CS-L students may also take classes at 
Lawrence’s famous conservatory of music. 

• Introduction to American Society II (IS) 

This course meets once every two weeks in winter term and focuses on learning about the Appleton 
community. 

 

Spring Term 

• Optional ESL Course – English for Specific Purposes (IS) 

A project-based course where students focus on achieving individualized English language goals, such 
as improving English for professional purposes or study in a specific academic discipline.   

• Optional ESL Course – Experiential Language Learning (volunteering option) 

Learn English though a 20-hour volunteer experience in the Appleton community. 

• Introduction to American Society III (IS) 

This course meets once every two weeks in spring term and focuses on learning about the history 
and origins of cultural diversity in Wisconsin. 

• 2 – 3 electives (OE)* 

Students choose from a variety of electives in areas of their individual interest. Choose from 
courses in the humanities, social sciences, arts, and sciences. CS-L students may also take classes at 
Lawrence’s famous conservatory of music. 

 

Housing and Meal Plan 

All Lawrence students live on campus! CS-L students join this vibrant and active campus community by 

sharing a room with a Lawrence University student. Lawrence offers seven residence halls and has a choice 

of meal plans that allow students to get meals in the cafeteria, café, and campus store. 
 

Opportunities for Learning through Experience 

Waseda Mentors Program: Lawrence student mentors help CS-L students adjust to campus life, make 

friends, and learn about clubs and other campus activities. 

Lawrence International: Lawrence International organizes holiday events, formal dances, "International 

Cabaret," international meals, and a variety of other social opportunities for international and American 

students. It is a great way to get involved, learn about other cultures, and contribute to the campus. 

The Lawrence CS-L Program Events: The CS-L program sponsors interactive cultural events, such as 

American holiday celebrations, Japanese cooking, and off-campus field trips. 

Friendship Family Program: Students may choose to be matched with a local family to share in American 

family life: meals, holiday celebrations, children's parties, outdoor activities, etc. 

Volunteering: Volunteer opportunities abound in the Appleton community, including at local art centers, 

schools, homeless shelters, and more. 

http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/student_dean/international_services/inthouse/friendship_family.shtml
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Lawrence Organizations: Get involved in one of Lawrence University’s many clubs! These include 

sports, hobbies, social, political, musical, and academic groups. 

Varsity sports: Students may join Lawrence competitive sports teams, including tennis, soccer, 

swimming, fencing, rowing, and many more. 

 

Facilitation Plan 

Program Director: The program director is in regular contact with the students. She also keeps 

drop-in office hours for students who have questions, concerns, successes to share, or just need to talk. 

Since it can be difficult knowing where to turn for help in an unfamiliar environment, students are 

encouraged to contact the director for help with any aspect of their life at Lawrence. She is then able to 

direct them to the appropriate campus offices or personnel and act as a cultural mediator and even 

translator. 

Program Assistant: A part-time Waseda program assistant provides additional office hours, assistance, 

and support. 

American Society Course: This course meets every week Term I and every other week Terms II and III 

and is led by the program assistant. In addition to formal study of American culture, the course 

provides students with the opportunity to discuss their experiences adapting to American culture and 

the Lawrence campus. 

Academic Advisors: Each student has a Lawrence faculty academic advisor to help plan their program 

of study for the year. 

The Center for Academic Success: Student tutors can help polish writing assignments, work on speaking 

and conversation skills, answer questions about class content, or give advice on how to best prepare for 

an exam. This extensive array of individualized learning opportunities is one of the great benefits of 

studying at Lawrence. 

 

Credits 

Term I: 16 units (2 1/3 term credits) 

Term II:  19 units (3 1/6 term credits) 

Term III: 16 – 19 units (2 1/3 – 3 1/6 term credits) 

(One Lawrence term credit is equivalent to 3.3 semester credit hours) 

 
Tuition, Room, and Board 

Estimated Tuition and Fees: USD19,800 for the whole duration of the program 

Estimated Room and Board expenses: USD 1,298 / month 

• Estimated food expenses/month: USD 685 

• Estimated room expenses/month: USD 613 

Estimated Total Cost for Program (Tuition, Room, and Board for duration of program): USD32,780 
 

Optional Winter Break Housing: $474 for the entire break (prorated for students wishing to stay for part 
of the break). 



 

Optional December Term 

Lawrence offers an optional 2-week December term during the winter break. Students have the option to take 
brief, intensive courses that are not offered during the academic year. Courses are 3 units of credit and include 
workshops or fieldwork. These courses are not part of the regular tuition. Interested students can find out more 
about the courses and the costs here: https://www.lawrence.edu/academics/academic-experience/december-
term 

 

Web Page 

Lawrence University homepage: http://www.lawrence.edu 
 

Lawrence CS-L program homepage: 
https://www.lawrence.edu/offices/center-academic-success/english-second-language/waseda-cs-l- program 

 
 

Contact 

Cecile Despres-Berry, Director of Waseda CS-L and English as a Second Language Contact me at 

despresc@lawrence.edu 
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