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July 25, 2025
To: students

Guidelines on study abroad programs in the U.S. and Canada

This is to inform you of the CIE study abroad program guidelines for both the U.S. and Canada as part of the Fall

Recruitment (Deadline: October 2025). Please see the details below.

<The U.S.>

In late May 2025, the U.S. government temporarily suspended visa issuance procedures. Under these circumstances, as
in previous years, CIE plans to offer its mid- to long-term study abroad programs with all partner universities in the U.S.
However, the U.S. visa policy remains unpredictable. If you are considering studying in the U.S., please be sure to gather
accurate information carefully before applying. After being selected as a candidate for a specific program, please stay
informed about the latest updates on the U.S. visa procedures and begin your application process early to prepare for
any unexpected situations. Please note that you are responsible for your own visa application process. As a general rule,
we are unable to provide individual support with the application procedures. Therefore, as with other processes, we
encourage you to take initiative and proceed independently.

oTo Apply for a U.S. Visa, please refer to the website: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas.html

https://jp.usembassy.gov/ja/visas-ja/

< Canada >

Prior to the Fall 2024 Recruitment process, CIE decided to offer only one-semester programs at our partner universities
in Canada as the mid- to long-term study abroad options. The Canadian government announced a policy to cap Study
Permits (SPs) in January 2024. In response to the resulting uncertainty around SP issuance, we opted to offer only
programs with a period of less than six months, which do not require an SP, to mitigate potential risks of students being
unable to participate. For a previous notice, please click the link below:

https://www.waseda.jp/inst/cie/assets/uploads/2024/07/24Fall Important-Notes.pdf

Regarding the Fall 2025 Recruitment (Deadline: October 2025), CIE has decided to return to the standard duration for
mid- to long-term study abroad programs, equivalent to one academic year (one-year) programs. This decision is based
on a recent policy shift by the Canadian government, which exempts exchange students from the SP cap. In other
words, you may proceed with standard entry procedures regardless of the number of new entrants.

Please be aware that some partner universities may offer both one-year programs and one-semester programs, while
others offer one-semester programs exclusively. As the situation remains unstable, similar to the United States, we
encourage you to stay informed about the latest updates and begin the application process as early as possible if you
are selected as a candidate for a specific program.

oTo apply for a Study Permit, please refer to the website: Study permit: Get the right documents Provincial attestation

letter or territorial attestation letter - Canada.ca
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