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 UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO é ENGLISH LANGUAGE
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English for Effective Communication
Length of Program: 4 weeks
Total Hours: 80

CLASS SCHEDULE
Monday to Friday: 8:30am - 12:30pm

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

English for Effective Communication is a 4-week intensive program focused on improving English for everyday
communication. This program will provide learners with the opportunity to improve their reading, writing,
listening, and speaking skills by participating in theme-based tasks and activities. To prepare learners to use
English comfortably and accurately in a wide range of situations, the emphasis is on speaking and listening
when interacting with others.

The class tasks and feedback that learners will receive will help them to develop competence and confidence
in using English. In addition, the English for Effective Communication Program will help to develop
collaborative skills by providing opportunities to work on group projects as well as to interact with learners
from other classes in weekly intercultural communication activities.

INTEGRATED SKILLS AND TASK-BASED

At the beginning of each program, instructors will conduct a needs and context analysis so that the themes
and tasks are reflective of situations in which the learners want and need to be able to use English. A variety
of themes will be used to provide context for the language, and the language that is covered in class will
emerge naturally from the tasks.

Possible themes: intercultural communication, entertainment, social issues, current events, travel
Some example tasks:

e C(Create a news broadcast

e Research a travel destination

e Conduct a survey

LEVELS

The English for Effective Communication program is open to learners from a beginner to advanced level of
English proficiency. For placement purposes, learners will be asked to complete an English proficiency
assessment online before the first day of class.

S MATERIALS
Materials are authentic; no textbook is used. Emphasis will be placed on providing learners with
opportunities to actively use and develop English relevant to their needs.

TECHNOLOGY

The program will be delivered in-person and through Canvas (Quercus), the Learning
Management System used at the University of Toronto. While studying with us, learners will
need to bring a laptop computer to class so they can access the class materials on Quercus.
They will also use their l[aptop in group work and interactive classroom activities and tasks.
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TYPES OF ASSESSMENTS

Learners will be assessed during group interaction for speaking and by watching live
conversations between instructors for listening so that real-life use of English is a part of all
assessments.

ASSESSMENTS BREAKDOWN

Each program session, learners will be assessed on a variety of classroom tasks (45%), a
listening assessment (15%), a speaking assessment (15%), and a group project (25%).
Learners need to achieve a minimum grade of C to successfully complete the program.

ATTENDANCE, PUNCTUALITY AND PARTICIPATION

Since learners will be actively involved in both individual and group activities, regular attendance
and full participation are very important. Learners must attend a minimum of 80% of classes to
pass the program. Three times being late counts as one absence.

A grade report will be issued at the end of the program.
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

Every month, there will be a calendar of events and activities that learners can join. The activities
will change from month to month and allow students the opportunity to explore the city and
engage in cultural and community events. Some of the activities will have a fee and others will
be free.

INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION SESSIONS

Held once a week after classes, Intercultural Communication Sessions provide organized and
guided activities that offer students additional opportunities to engage with other learners and
continue to build confidence using English. These sessions integrate all levels and give learners
the chance to continue to use and build on the English they have learned in class.

Please note that this outline is subject to change.



