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It was only the “race” men, to be sure, who spoke ceaselessly of
bemg revenged—how this vengeance was to be exacted was not
clear—for the indigmities and dangers suffered by Negro boys in uniform;
but everybody felt a directionless, hopeless bitterness, as well as that panic
which can scarcely be suppressed when one knows that a2 human being
one loves is beyond one’s reach, and in danger. This helplessness and this
gnawing uneasiness does something, at length, to even the toughest mind.
Perhaps the best way to sum all this up is to say that the people I knew
felt, mainly, a peculiar kind of relief when they knew that their boys were
being shipped out of the south, to do battle overseas. It was, perhaps, like
feeling that the most dangerous part of a dangerous journey had been
passed and that now, even if death should come, it would come with
honor and without the complicity of their countrymen. Such a death
would be, in short, 2 fact with which one could hope to live.

It was on the 28th of July, which I believe was a Wednesday, that I
visited my father for the first time during his illness and for the last time
m his life. The moment I saw him I knew why I had put off this visit so
long, I had told my mother that I did not want to see him because I hated
him. But this was not true. It was only that I sad hated him and I wanted
to hold on to this hatred. I did not want to look on him as a ruin: it was
not a rumn I had hated. I imagine that one of the reasons people cling to
their hates so stubbornly is because they sense, once hate is gone, that
they will be forced to deal with pain.
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