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LB: What does “museum” mean to you? When I think about the appearance of the classical art
museum at the end of the 18th century and how, through violence, the valuables of the aristocracy were
made accessible to the general public, 'm also thinking about how these things were organized in space,
about structuring the historical narrative for everyone who will be acculturated by visiting the museum.

NK:@The public museum is a product of the Enlightenment, and essentially a product of a certain

democratization of society. It is the product of a dreadful, arduous upheaval. The museum is a place that

contains very ponderous things. Changing their composition or creating new meanings is like moving a
mountain.

LB: If we think about the museum as something that is hard to budge or shift, something that
consolidates a historical narrative, then doesn’t it become an instrument of ongoing influence on society?
How would you characterize the vrelationship between authority (political power) and the museum?

NK: Today this relationship exists on two levels.2 One concerns ideological power, which transforms

the museum into an ideological instrument. The second involves the power of capital, which uses the

museum simply to reproduce itself.

The first manipulates the historical narrative, but creates an image of permanence, as if no one has

the right to disturb the foundations that have been laid - until the next shift in ideological policy.

4___4—



Meanwhile capital requires mobility and attractiveness from the museum, even to the degree of
transforming it into a showroom for objects on sale. It creates a shimmering, unstable surface. But
strange as it may seem, unexpected alliances can arise between these two varieties of co-opting the
museum. Because ideology can be advertised like a consumer good, and commodities - like art objects,
for example - sometimes need the semblance of fundamentality, weight.

LB: In your conception of the historical museum, what are its composition strategies?

NK: If it’s an ideologized museum, then it simply accumulates evidence supporting a certain version
[of history] and frames it in a decorative structure, thus setting this evidence firmly in place. The
critical museum - insofar as it is possible, insofar as it exists at all in this world - is a mobile
composition of versions that is always problematizing itself. In other words, the critical museum is a
kind of “dialectical machine” that is in constant motion.

An example of such a methodology is the hall in one Ukrainian local history museum. There was an
exhibit on village collectivization, and in the 1990s, when they had to change something but had no
funds, they just added some documentary records of the Holodomor. Small photos and black-and-white
photocopies were placed in this Soviet-era hall, designed to glorify the optimism and triumph of the state
ideology. This subtle change set all the elements into motion.

Another important factor is crowding, when there is never enough room. Things are selected very
carefully for exhibition, and this involves simplification, cutting out alternative versions. But the presence
of parallel stories in a single space creates an additional dimension. You have exhibits on “edible
mushrooms of the Rivne region” and “Lesia Ukrainka in the Rivne region” in one space, and you have to
construct the relationships yourself.

LB: That’s hardly a composition strategy.

NK: It’s survival. And it’s cunning. It’s an attempt to remain viable in the circumstances that have
developed. It's very characteristic of the post-Soviet museum. There we often see repeated attempts to
change the message without changing the language, as though it were possible to insert some different
key words without interrupting this ideological fanfare and keep going as if nothing had happened.

It’s possible to cram various versions of the museum into one space so that their hard and fast
ideological constructions destroy one another. So that each statement through which a given power tries
to pass itself off as the natural order of things ends up alongside the statements of another. I'm
interested in a composition of museum space, of museum narrative, where various struggles for power

and ideological interests would neutralize one another.

(Nikita Kadan. Yesterday, Today, Today)
HR—TFENCHEZEBERUTHEDET,
HEEE
arduous : W7 upheaval : #E)ponderous : B\, EF LV
Holodomor : &A1 FE—)U (Fl#kIC X AFE) Rivne region : ) 72N (77 T4 FILwH)
Lesia Ukrainka : L —> % - 72754 —r% (1871-1913) 727 74 FOIER, F Ao

XWEBBEICU., UTDEHBSNDHBEBRUTEDET.,
Kadan, Nikita. Yesterday, Today, Today. Artbook, 2015, pp. 19-21.
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