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A scholar of late antiquity might now find it reasonable to ask whether forth-century Egyptian or Byzantine monks continued to
interact with their families. For many scholars of Buddhist studies, however, such questions may seem misplaced. Indeed, Buddhism
is about renunciation of one’s family — or so runs the received wisdom. Why would a nun or monk continue to associate with a
family member whom s/he had just renounced or abandoned? It is precisely assumptions such as this that have guided the questions
scholars of Buddhist history have asked and, more important, not asked. I contend that the assumption of a complete lack of contact
between monastics and their family members has contributed to the construction of a scholarly and popular vision of Indian Buddhist
monasticisms that is not supported by the preponderance of our premodern evidence.

Shayne Clarke, Family Matters in Indian Buddhist Monasticisms

XWEB 58T L. UTOLEENDHHZEBESLLTHEDFET.
Clarke, Shayne. Family Matters in Indian Buddhist Monasticisms. pp.3 University of Hawai‘i Press, 2014.
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