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3. UTOEXEZHAFEIZRR LRIV,

For the individual, or for the cohort of individuals, the concept of age includes two parallel
dimensions of time, one indexed by years of age as applied to the life course of a person (or cohort
of persons), and the second indexed by calendar years as applied to the Aisfory of the society in
which the person lives. Each dimension has at least three segments: a present, a past, and a future.
Thus the life course of the individual is demarcated by his present age, the number of years since
birth, and the probable number of years until death. The corresponding dates and time intervals in
the history of the society demarcate major segments of the environment in which the individual
lives.

Each of these points and time intervals in the life course of the individual is an indicant of
personal (biological, psychological, and social) experiences that carry varying probabilities of
behavior and attitudes; and the parallel points and time intervals in his changing environment reflect
the particular sociocultural and physical conditions and events—present, past, and future—to which
the individual in exposed.

(Hi44 : Matilda White Riley, Marilyn Johnson, and Anne Foner, Aging and Society, Volume 3: A Sociology
of Age Stratification, New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1972, p. 19)
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Riley, Matilda White, Marilyn Johnson, and Anne Foner. Aging and Society, Volume 3: A Sociology of Age
Stratification. © 1972 Russell Sage Foundation, 112 East 64th Street, New York, NY 10065. Reprinted
with Permission.
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