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The post-pandemic boom, yielding a newfound appreciation for travel and self-discovery,
witnessed tourists flocking to globally-loved holiday hotspots, including Japan. From
cherry blossoms and shinkansens to snow festivals, the country has a magnetic pull on
tourists, so much so that in March, 2024, the beginning of the cherry blossom season, the
country welcomed 3.08 million visitors, according to a report by the Japan National
Tourism Organization (JNTO). This was the first time Japan’s monthly influx crossed the
3 million mark since 1964. While the numbers are great for Japan’s economy, weary locals
battling overtourism headlined mainstream media.

Compared to 2022, Japan witnessed a sixfold surge in tourism last year, as a whopping
25.1 million tourists visited the country. According to the Japan Tourism Agency, the
financial spending by tourists in just the first quarter of 2024 equaled USD 11.4 billion,
the highest-ever quarterly number recorded in the country. While some suggest the
increase in tourism is due to the weak yen, which makes spending in Japan easy, others
accord it to the country’s heartfelt hospitality concept of omotenashi. But at the heart of
it, the credit lies in the numerous attractions such as shrines, thriving anime culture,
comforting onsens, ryokans, high-tech exhibits, and theme parks.
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Do you prefer to study in a noisy environment (like the cafeteria or a coffee shop) or a quiet
place (like your home or the library)? Give examples to support your answer.
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