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We have long argued for the importance of foreign language learning. We still maintain that when you learn
a foreign language you gradually learn to think differently, to conceptualize things that yout native language
isn’t capable of, and to stretch your mind around new ways of seeing the world, other people, and yourself.
The great Japanese writer, Haruki Murakami, has said that “learning another language is like becoming
another person.” Those who speak another language can attest to the ways in which knowing a language
and interacting with native speakers of that language opens up new worlds. [...] Paul*, in his first epistle to
the Corinthians** (9:19-23), speaks of a pluricultural identity—of an ability to interact appropriately with
peoples of various backgrounds [...].

Developing a pluricultural identity, however, is not possible without advanced level language proficiency.
Learning another language is, of course, nota guarantee that students will develop cultural understanding—
and with it, empathy***. In fact, foreign language educators are increasingly concerned with methods and
curticula for incorporating culture-learning into language classes. But learning a language is an important
step in becoming a global citizen and an empathetic, compassionate person capable of navigating an
increasingly contentious and multi-ethnic world

Given the enormous potential of foreign language study to facilitate the development of empathy and
compassion, it is alarming the many universities are dropping their foreign language requirements.

Our increasingly ethnically diverse society requires citizens who understand the languages, traditions, and
histoties of other cultures. Delving into other languages and learning to read complex literary texts rank
among the most powerful means available for developing empathy and compassion and meeting the goals
of a liberal education.

Paul = Bocym HWEB BRICIEL. UTDEBDRIEmERLTEDET,
** Corinthians = =2 J | @{%ﬁ«\@%ﬁ[ﬁ UB%Q%) Bown, Jennifer. “Empathy and Foreign Language Learning.
*empathy = Loy — BB A ” Brigham Young University Humanities Center, October 20, 2019.

https://humanitiescenter.byu.edu/empathy-and-foreign-language-learning/.
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