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The levirate was forbidden in 1631 and 1636 by Hongtaiji. Although the
ban was ignored in the marriages of Hongtaiji’s half sister Mukushi to Eidu
and then to his son, Turgei, and the sequential marriages of Hongtaiji’s
daughter Maketa to two sons of Ligdan Khan (1636, 1648), it held for the
rest of the dynasty. The Manchus tolerated cross-generational marriages,
which Chinese avoided, and like the Mongols they favored matrilateral
cross-cousin marriages (marrying mother’s brother’s daughter), and the
sororate (marriage to sisters). The result was a very dense kinship network
within the women’s chambers in the palace. Isaac Headland, describing the
court of Empress Dowager Cixi, notes that among her ladies in waiting
were an adopted daughter, born to her brother-in-law Yixin (Prince Gong);
a niece; and another niece by marriage. The density of these interlocking
relationships would not have been untoward two centuries earlier, in the
Shunzhi reign; when Fulin’s first empress was the niece and his second em-
press the grandniece of one of his father’s empresses.
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Used with permission of University of California Press from "The Last Emperors:
A Social History of Qing Imperial Institutions" by Evelyn S. Rawski, 1998, p.130;

permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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