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The im i s fi i
o thepj:;r of Nl(iet%sches first book, The Birth of Tragedy from the Spirit of Music, has proved far greater
than che n 'ow Zn time-bound concerns that drove Nietzsche to write it. The book originated partly as i ou

D i . K ;

regener; isosnlon;a tzttack on th.e .cultural degeneration of his day, and partly as a manifesto for the culzurti
rev(ﬂutionaryz . etr}ewlyfuilfléad state of Germany through the vision of Richard Wagner. It endures as a

volut erception of the elusive transactions made betwee i .

n the rational and the insti i i
anr(;l‘hart, between the world of culture and the human response to it stinetive, betveen Hte
eb , . - . ’
e ;u;i;i fafmot;st ope;ungltells us that, just as procreation depends on the duality of the sexes, so the continuing
. of art and culture down the ages depends on the duali :
: ty of the Apolloni d j i i
e oo o e : . ali pollonian and the Dionysian. Like
, gaged in a continual struggle interrupted only b i

o o sexes . . . pted only by temporary periods of reconciliation.

B Lden 1§;?ihthet i;}:oilonlax? w1§h the plastic arts, particularly sculpture but also painting architectuie
rams, h, at that pre—Freudian time, did not represent the i i ’ .
nd droane, 1 : ' eudia sent y messy eruption of guilty subconscious effluvia
ue still hel uthelr ancient significance as prophecy, enlightenment and revelation. The qualities of Apoll;
e et t? m?reT;l)r less as the apparent, the describable: in Schopenhauerian terms corresponding roughl
ation’. e world of Apollo is made up of moral, rational individuals, those who exemplify ‘thz
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Reform of the church is one of the central facts of the history of the eleventh
century because of its many wide and deep ramifications. It should not be seen
only, or even primarily, in the light of conflict berween papacy and empire or of
an investiture contest. This is not to deny that the distinction between spiritual
authority and lay power mattered enormously and that what this distinction
meant to different people lay at the heart of many polernics and quarrels and of
much thought and scholarship. Royal investiture of 2 prelate with his staff and
ring as well as the performance of homage by the prelate to the king were firmly
established practices that displayed the king’s pious care for the church and
the prelate’s considerable responsibilities for the welfare of the kingdom. The
reformers were right to question the grip that lay rulers had on the church and
its property and to seek liberty. They were right to level the charge of simony
against many who had been consecrated. Lay rulers, on the other hand, sought
and needed the cooperation of prelates and clergy rather than an upheaval into
which were injected the claims of Rome to a primacy which was supported by
the activities of papal legates and their holding of councils.

In reality, the contest between papacy and empire — a contest which is
reflected and extended in other more localised disputes such as those be-
rween the English crown and the archbishops Anselm and Thomas Becket
of Canterbury — is a symptom and a manifestation of deeper urges and anxi-
eties about decline and reform. It is not the root cause of reform or of opposition
to it. There was, for example, a deepening divergence of outlock towards the
past, in particular towards the Christian empire in antiquity. o supporters of
Pope Gregory VI the Emperor Constantine I was a figure who exemplified the
surrender of imperial sway over the clergy and of control over the endowments
of the church; as the Donation which bears his name claims, Constantine
endowed the church generously with lands in central and southern Italy, and

it flourished. Rome, in particular, was adorned with splendid church build-
ings. : ‘
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