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Young Woman with a Lute
Johannes Vermeer, Dutch
ca. 1662-63

A young woman glances out a window while tuning her lute. Open songbooks and a viola da gamba on
the floor indicate that she is preparing for a duet. Wealthy young people in the Dutch Republic studied
music as part of their education, and amateur concerts provided a welcome opportunity for flirtation.
The map of Europe in the background reflects the decoration of Dutch homes at the time, a sign of pride
in the nation’s preeminence in navigation and cartography.
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A Young Girl with Daisies
Auguste Renoir, French
1889

"I have taken up again, never to abandon it, my old style, soft and light of touch,” Renoir announced to
his dealer Durand-Ruel in 1888. This picture, made the following year, exemplifies the artist’s
predilection for equally gentle and lyrical subjects. Daises and other wildflowers lend a note of rustic
charm to the sweet-faced model. Such celebrations of youth and beauty proved to be highly successful
with Renoir’s clientele.
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Excerpted from “A Young Girl with Daisies by August Renoir” in The Met Collection online.
Published by The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. Copyright © 2000-2024.
Available at https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/437439. Reprinted by permission.

Excerpted from “Young Woman with a Lute by Johannes Vermeer” in The Met Collection online.

Published by The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Copyright © 2000-2024.
Available at https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/437880. Reprinted by permission.
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