


I. Structure and Written Expression

Carefully read the following passage and do the tasks that follow.

Why I Don't Buy Organic, And Why You Might Not Want To Either

(D By all rights, I should be an enthusiastic advocate and consumer of organic products. [ ( 1 )
my beloved grandfather in his organic garden in the 1960s. Some of our best friends in the late
1970s were pioneers in the development of the commercial organic industry. I've spent a
significant ( 2 ) of my career developing biological and natural product-based pesticides
which can be used for organic farming. I fully appreciate the contribution that the organic
movement made in the early 20th century when it highlighted the importance of fostering soil
health. My problems with institutional organic are not at all about its founding ideals or about
organic farmers, but rather about organic's self-imposed limitations and about the ethics of a

subset of its promoters.

@ The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), which oversees the foods labeled as
Certified Organic, states quite clearly on its website about its role in organic that "Our
regulations do not address food safety or nutrition." Foods labelled Certified Organic must
follow certain rules and regulations but aren't endowed with any particular nutritional or safety
features. However, many consumers believe that the Organic label means the food has superior
nutrition and is safer, especially in ( 3 ) pesticide residues. This is not true. Studies have
shown no noticeable difference in nutrition between crops grown organically and those grown

conventionally.

@ As( 4 ) the safety issue, when most people hear the word pesticide, they imagine something
scary in terms of toxicity to humans and the environment. The reality is that modern agriculture
employs non-pesticidal control measures, and the actual pesticides used today are mostly
relatively non-toxic to humans. Organic farmers also use pesticides, and the products they are
allowed to use are limited to those that can be considered natural. WThat is not a @safety

standard ®since many of the most toxic “chemicals known are Dabsolute natural. Like

all pesticides, these natural options are ( 5 ) Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
scrutiny, and so the pesticides that organic farmers are allowed to use are safe when used
according to the label requirements, which is the same standard for synthetic pesticides allowed
on conventional crops. ®When it comes to pesticide residues on our food, there is ®a
USDA ®testing program that demonstrates year after year that the pesticide residues on

both organic and conventional foods are at ©)so low levels that we (need not worry about
them. I confidently buy non-organic foods based on this public data that demonstrates that our

system is working and that we consumers are well-protected.



@ What the USDA data demonstrates is that the environmental movement was not a failure — it

brought about real change over the past five decades! We don't have a two-tiered food supply
in terms of safety in which only those who can afford the premiums get safe food. I also
believe the global scientific consensus that GMO (Genetically Modified Organism) foods are

safe, and so I don't need to buy organic to avoid those.

I have always been concerned about the human impact ( 6 ) the environment, and
particularly about the impact of farming since that industry has the largest carbon footprint* in
terms of land area. I spend a lot of time reading the scientific literature ( 7 ) agriculture and
the environment. Some of the farming practices that are commonly employed on organic farms
are very posvitive from an environmental perspective, but those practices are also used by
progressive conventional growers. There are also quite a few farming practices with excellent
environmental profiles which are difficult to implement under the organic farming rules.
©Compost*, which is @a major input for organic farms, ®have ©a shockingly high
carbon footprint because of methane Wemissions. The carbon footprint of synthetic fertilizer

is much smaller.

From an environmental perspective, the biggest issue for organic is that it requires significantly
more land to achieve the same level of production. ®@Were organic to become more than a
niche category, this ®is highly problematic from an environmental point of view. I would
©much rather buy food @from farming systems that use less land.

My third reason for not buying organic ( 8 ) ethics. Organic exists as a sort of "super brand"
that transcends anyone marketing under that banner. Unfortunately, within the organic realm,
there are certain major marketers (and advocacy groups they fund) who employ fear-based and
falsehood-based messages to ( 9 ) conventional foods. They use these methods as a means to
promote organic. One of the most shocking examples is the video funded by Only Organic — an
association of very large organic marketers. This bizarre publicity ( 10 ) exploits children to
depict a completely distorted view of mainstream farming. I consider it to be hate speech for
profit. Another example is the organic-industry-funded Environmental Working Group, which
distorts the USDA's transparent public database documenting the safety of the food supply and
turns it into a "dirty dozen list" designed to ( 11 ) organic sales. These are extreme examples,
but the organic marketing community ( 12 ) quietly benefits from this sort of propaganda and
does nothing to ( 13 ) the convenient fiction that organic means no pesticides. I realize that
only part of the organic industry funds and promotes the most vicious sort of disinformation,
but I rarely see organic representatives standing up and objecting to the sort of fear tactics that

ultimately benefits the sales for the entire organic industry.

The fear-based messaging drives the intense social pressure, which parents in particular feel

about (14 ) they need to buy organic. I don't want any part in ( 15 ) this sort of



fear/shame-based marketing. In the absence of a significant objection from more of the organic

community, I don't want to support the "super brand."

© ®S8o, these are my reasons ®for not buying organic products. I feel perfectly comfortable
®to buy the ©alternatives that @Dalign with my practical, idealistic, and ethical standards.

*carbon footprint: a measurement of the amount of carbon dioxide produced by the activities of

a person, company, organization, etc.
*compost: decayed organic material used as a fertilizer for growing plants.

Savage, Steven. March 19, 2016. Why I Don't Buy Organic, And Why You Might Not Want To
Either. Forbes. https://www.forbes.com/sites/stevensavage/2016/03/19/why-i-dont-buy-organic-

and-why-you-might-want-to-either/

1. In the passage, there are 15 sentences that contain a blank. For each sentence, choose ONE word

or sequence of words that best completes the sentence in terms of standard written English.

(1)

(a) can't help miss

(b) developed pesticidals for
(c) grew up helping

(d) have worked hard with

(2)

(a) number
(b) proportion

(c) quantity
(d) time

(3)

(a) addition to
(b) favor of
(c) place of
(d) regard to




(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(@)

(b) i

(©)
(d)

(2)
(b)
(©)
(d)

(2)
(b)

(d)

(2)
(b)
(©)
(d)

(2)
(b)
(©)
(d)

(2)
(b)
(©)
(d)

for

to
with

equipped with
free from
subject to

suitable for

at
from
of

on

concerning
despite
instead of

notwithstanding

comes over
has to do with
regards

takes the place of

compete
demonize
fantasize

promote



(10)

(2)
(b)
(©)
(d)

(11)

(a)
(b)
(©
(d)

(12)

(2)
(b)
(©)
(d)

(13)

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)

(14)

(2)
(b)
(©
(d)

(15)

(2)
(b)
(©
(d)

composition
fostering
organization

piece

curb
drive
limit

plunge

as a whole

in earnest

on no account
out of the blue

correct
endorse
publicize

sustain

for whom
how long
what if

whether

dismissing
rewarding
shunning

tarnishing




2. In the passage, there are five parts marked (A) - (E) that are boldfaced. In each of them, four
words or phrases are underlined. Identify ONE underlined word or phrase that would NOT be
acceptable in standard written English.

Example: I ®am looking ®forward attending ©those new classes @in_April.

Answer:  (b) (forward =2 forward to)



I1. Essay 1

Carefully read the passage about Lee Kuan Yew, the first prime minister of Singapore, and
do the tasks that follow.

My Lifelong Challenge: Singapore's Bilingual Journey

(D After almost 50 years of observing the world while striving to build Singapore into a First
World nation, I have come to the conclusion that our decision to have a bilingual education
system was the right one. We did not get it right from the start; we went through many years of
trial and error and learned hard lessons along the way. There are eight principles I can distil

from our experiences.

A vital instrument

@ The first principle is that language policy is a(n) ( 1 ) instrument for achieving ( 2 ) interest
objectives and meeting the needs of governance. Rightly conceived, it can help unite a
population that is racially and linguistically ( 3 ), as well as build a platform for
communication with the outside world. We did not stumble on this realization by chance.
Rather, we were made acutely aware of it from the outset. From the day we took charge of the
government, we had to give ( 4 ) consideration to this matter. Unlike countries with ethnically
and linguistically ( 5 ) populations where the language of administration follows that of the
population, it was not ( 6 ) to us at the start which language we should choose as our official
or working language. Chinese was an option; the majority population was and remains
Chinese, and there was no shortage of Chinese Singaporeans urging us to make Chinese the
official language. But we also had sizeable Malay and Indian populations, and our neighboring
countries were Malay-speaking. Some Malay Singaporeans called for Malay to be our official

language.

@ In the end, our decision was this: Malay would be the national language, and there would be
four official languages, namely Malay, Tamil, Chinese, and English. The national anthem was
commissioned in Malay; to this day, all schools resound with its stirring words and beautiful
melody every weekday morning. As for the official languages, what it meant was that all
official documents would be in these four languages. English meanwhile would be the language
of administration, used by civil servants and public officials in their day-to-day work. The
British colonial government, which controlled Singapore for more than a hundred years prior to
our independence, had left behind a system of administration that used English as the working

language. We built on this, while making changes as we felt necessary.




@ One key change was to the education system: we required that all students must learn their
mother tongue as their second language. Malays must learn the Malay language; Chinese must
learn the Chinese language; and so on. There had been no such requirement under the British. It
was common to find, say, Chinese Singaporeans emerging from 10 years of schooling knowing
nothing of the Chinese language. Needless to say, the gap between them and those who

attended Chinese-medium schools was wide.

Language policy can make or break a nation

® This brings me to my second principle, which is that language policy can become a key to
economic success. Indeed, it can make or break a nation. By choosing English as our language
of administration, we managed to avoid the political fallout that would have come had we
chosen either Malay over Chinese or Chinese over Malay. Language issues can stir strong
emotions. Sri Lanka, another former British colony with a racially diverse population, is an
example of a country where political developments might have been different had its leaders
chosen English as its working language instead of the language of its ethnic majority,
Sinhalese. The 15 percent of its population who are Tamil-speaking might have felt less
disadvantaged. Singapore has been spared ethnic unrest because we have made tremendous
effort to ensure equitable treatment of all races and communities. The stability has enabled us
to direct our energies to growing the economy and raising our people's standard of living.
Knowing English has also enabled our people to secure jobs much faster; the multinational
companies which set up their factories, research laboratories and regional headquarters in
Singapore demand workers who are fluent in spoken and written English. In more recent years,
with the rise of China, Singaporean workers who are bilingual in English and Chinese have
also become much sought after by companies seeking to operate in China. Even China's

companies desire Singaporean workers, seeing them as capable and incorrupt managers.

Language transmits values too

® My third principle is that language is more than a tool of communication; it transmits values
too. That i1s why we have insisted that all school-going children learn their mother tongue,
whether Chinese, Malay or Tamil, as their second language. This way, they will have the
means to benefit from the rich heritage that their respective culture has to offer. Folk stories,
for instance, are replete with tales of courage, generosity, hard work, honesty, and filial piety*.
These are all good traditional values that are worth teaching and transmitting. By getting
children to read these stories in their early years, we are helping them to learn values that will
shape their character. Reading these stories in their mother tongue will also help the children to
develop a realization that they are descended from civilizations that are thousands of years old.
This will help them develop a sense of identity as to who they are and where they have come
from.






4. Which of the following choices most accurately reflects what is stated in the passage? Choose
ONE.

(a) English is one of the four "mother tongues" which students must learn as part of their
formal education.

(b) English was used by the British during colonial rule, and so it continues to be used as
the language of administration.

(c) Older Chinese Singaporeans who speak only English often resent the language they
were forced to learn.

(d) While English is an official language in Singapore, it is not the national language.

(e) both (a) and (b)

(f) both (b) and (d)

5. The three principles mentioned in the text could be summarized as:

(a) education, employment, and language preservation.
(b) education, language policy, and stability.
(¢) unification, administration, and communication.

(d) unification, economic success, and preservation of cultural heritage.

6. Essay question

Lee Kuan Yew says, "Knowing English has also enabled our people to secure jobs much
faster; the multinational companies which set up their factories, research laboratories, and regional
headquarters in Singapore demand workers who are fluent in spoken and written English."

Do you think Japan should adopt a language policy similar to that of Singapore? Write an

essay in English on the answer sheet and support your answer by providing two to three reasons.



I11. Essay 2

The following passage is from the Ethicist Advice Column, in which readers ask questions of
an ethicist. We see the original question together with the ethicist's reply, followed by readers’
responses to the original question and reply. Read the whole passage and do the tasks that
follow.

My Mother Swears by Alternative Medicine. I'm a Scientist. What to Do?

@ My mom is an alternative-medicine practitioner who is distrustful of Western medicine, and I
am currently pursuing my Ph.D. in bio-behavioral sciences. The divide in our views has only
grown as I've learned to critique the weak or absent evidence supporting the practices that are
at the center of her decades-long career. Her commitment to alternative medicines is almost
like a religion — both a core belief and part of her identity. Any skepticism is met with
defensiveness and attacks. So, as her daughter and also a scientist, I typically keep my opinions

fo myself, as long as there's no harm (or large expense) associated with these approaches.

© Unfortunately, she has begun to involve me in her health quests. Recently, I discouraged her
Jfrom spending several hundred dollars on a talisman that purported to block "damaging”
electromagnetic waves by creating a force field around the wearer. She has now sent me two
devices (each over $100) that she expects me to use daily. She proudly claimed she had read
the research supporting their use. I read it, too, and it's quackery.

) She regularly asks about their use and whether I'm feeling a difference in my health. (I deflect
but avoid lying.) I feel resentful, and I'm afraid I can't keep this up. Is it possible to tell my real
feeling without further dividing us, or do I continue biting my tongue? — Name Withheld

From the Ethicist:

@ The analogy you draw with religion is worth taking seriously; religious disagreements, as you
suggest, involve both identity and core beliefs. You've come to see that her fundamental
understanding of the world, an understanding that shapes your mother’s sense of her life's
meaning, is deeply mistaken. But it also seems clear that fully explaining your skepticism isn't
going to weaken her faith. She will simply be convinced that your fundamental understanding
of the world, an understanding that will shape the career ahead of you, is deeply mistaken. Just
as people who love us sometimes worry that we are endangering our eternal souls when we fail
to share their religious convictions, she will think you are exposing yourself to unnecessary

risks by not taking the precautions she is urging on you.

® And yet honesty matters. So do your own values and sense of identity, which are connected

with a justified respect for the scientific approach. When people in families disagree about deep



religious matters, the aim should be not conversion to a single view but mere toleration —
toleration being the best possible outcome. The same applies here. You can tell your mother
that you appreciate the impulse behind her gifts but that you don't believe they'll work and you
aren't going to pretend to use them, because that would be unfaithful to your understanding of
how the world works. I'd steer the conversation away from the wider issue of what you think
about her work. What's important, for your relationship, is simply this: You understand that
she's trying to help other people in ways that make sense to her, given her beliefs, and you
respect her for that.

Responses from readers

® The Ethicist's religion analogy is a helpful one for me, and I will try applying it in a slightly
different context. One of my family members is increasingly moving toward anti-vax™® beliefs
and I find that very hard to accept. Yet I love this family member and her children deeply and
try not to alienate her. Thinking of her worldview as a religious matter offers a more respectful
way of handling her beliefs than the way I have been using and will hopefully facilitate more
tolerance on my part. I also wish the "other side" would remember that our concern comes
from the same place of love and desire to protect, even if it is based on what they believe to be

untrustworthy science. — Joan

A 4

(D 1 think of alternative health care practitioners as specialists in acupuncture, chiropractic,
Chinese medicine, etc. All of these methods have given me relief in my long journey with
Stage 4 cancer, along with mushroom extract and meditation. My current doctor is fully in
agreement with all of this. Yet I remember my doctors questioning the value of acupuncture 40
years ago. Carrying anti-electromagnetic devices makes me curious about the mother's practice.
The letter writer should keep an open mind, but she should also emphasize that her values are
different from her mother's. — Judith

*

As a licensed massage therapist with an additional 10-year background in the natural health
industry, this letter was of particular interest to me. Sadly, the field of alternative medicine is a
magnet for a multitude of extreme practices and theories. In this instance, there is a loving
mother wishing to watch out for her child — and trust me, your children, no matter how old or
well educated, are always your children. Her "gifts" of unwanted advice and charms bear a
greater gift: love. It would be unkind to both if this is forgotten. ( ¥¢ ) The mother and
daughter both have an opportunity to grow. — Laura

L 4






2. According to the Ethicist, how does a belief in alternative medicine compare to a religious belief?

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)

Both kinds of beliefs are based on superstition rather than science.

Both kinds of beliefs are deeply held and hard to change.

Both kinds of beliefs rely on the teachings of so-called "experts".

Both kinds of beliefs require people to hide their true feelings from others.

3. According to the Ethicist, what is "the best possible outcome"?

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

one in which both the mother and daughter agree not to talk about alternative medicine in
the future

one in which the daughter keeps her own beliefs, but pretends to agree with her mother in
order to show respect

one in which the daughter, through persistent use of logical arguments, convinces her
mother to give up her beliefs in alternative medicine

one in which the mother and daughter each keep their own opinions, and accept that the
other will not be likely to change

4. Which sentence best fits into Laura's response (Paragraph (®) at the position marked ( ¥ ).

(a)

(b)
(©)
(d)

Always remember that a mother has already given her child the biggest gift of all, the gift
of life.

As the old saying goes, "Never look a gift horse in the mouth.”

On the other hand, it is not truly "loving" to offer an unwanted gift.

One can accept the loving intention and still gracefully decline the gift.

5. Which of the following is true of the readers' responses?

(2)

(b)

(©)
(d)

One of the readers finds that the Ethicist's reply can help her understand a conflict in her
own family.

Three of the four readers have trust in alternative medicine and urge [Name Withheld] to
reconsider her mother's views on it.

Two of the readers have had friends or family members who have died of cancer.

Two of the readers speak from the viewpoint of mothers with adult daughters.



6. Essay question

As a reader of this advice column, write your own response in English on the answer sheet. Be sure

to support your main idea by providing two to three reasons.

B F & B
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